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The Illuſtrious, his Grace 


JAM E 8 


Duke of Ormond, &c. 


Chancellor of the Univerſities of | 
Oxford and Dublin, Knight of 
the moſt Noble Order of the 
Garter, One of His Majeſty's - 


moſt Honourable Privy-Comnett 
and Captain-General of all His 
Majeſty's Forces, £5 c. 


Thb Practical Eſſay, and Hiſtorical. 4. 


count of the IEE and WORKS of 


his Grace's Firſt and oldeſt Rn” 
the late Reverend Dr. WILLIAM 


ASSHETON, is humbly * x 


and Preſented, by his Graces 
| Moſt Devoted, 
| And Faithful Orator, 


Thomas Watts. 
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b Men 8 per Lea or 
15 4 F harry, have not been 
lteem d the leaſt among 
foal Whigs nor tended alictle to 
op the Practice and Imitation 
of. private and obſcure Perſons; who 
yet have been famous in the Congte- 
gation, have ſhin'd in Darkneſs, and 
done all poſhble « Good in their Ge- 


nerations: 

LF: the Lives 120 Carte of 1 
eminent Men (tho of low Degrees) 
in all civiliz d Nations among the 
Heathens, have been accounted the 
beſt, and the moſt inſtruclive and 


EI Parts of * 
| 15 


% 2 2 : 1 ot ly Followers E out 
Grand Exemplar, and only perfect 
Pattern the Holy and ever bleſſed ] E- 
SVs, with many of his noble Army 
"wee and Canfeſſors, chat Ex+ 
N Ache. Captain df our 


n, the Ages of, Miracles, 
Sr 1 many, GP Fast hf 


2 n 
44A © 


"2 E! A wel recorded as honourable | and 
pk Je, have. had their Memories 


preſery.« £ i andtheir good Works in 


all Ages tranſmitt ed to Poſterity, for 


Examples: 10 others, as far as the 
Rebe. "ks of- JESUS: "Oy * 
14 may not, hope, beichought 


Hack eſs or inſignificant, to propoſe Ap 


eminent modern 'xample, to this 
Age; Wherein lo EW appear primi- 


tive; and ſo many are conſcious of 


5 : their own. Demerits without Amend- 
mente they judge all athers like 
them elves: - ind wherein thoſe. who 


21 are 


ful fince, 


0 A Paſtors and 3 55 have been 6 
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are conceited of their on fancied: or 
real Worth, wou'd not have it e+ 
clipſed by any brighter Luſtre, and 
ſo! with the former decry all Com- 
mendatians of another; as has been 
obſervd in chis Affair, while both 
theſe unite in the higheſt, Encomi- | 
ums of Pr. Asſheton's Piety, Learn- 


ing and Charity, yet refus d to en- 
courage the publick Notices theres ; 
of; and when urg d to Reaſons, 
have differently objected his private 
: Life, little Books, and want of Cou- 
rage, which I briefly, .remark, as 
theſe Objections may be fully an- 
ſwer d by any Candid Reader of the 
ebe wherein. you will 


* 


| Firſt; That bis Life was very 


* 
* 


publick; publick in his School-Exer- 


1 


ciſes, 1 and 7 Unive rſity-Diſp utations; 
in his College-Fellowſhip; where the 
Whole Society do yet honour his 
Memory, and accordingly eneburage 
55571179 5 


P 


in 18 75 id B Bo: 5 791 | 
which” his Contemporaries Rill pro- 
claim his Fame, and publick in his 
bigkly honour'd Chaplainſhip both 
Bere and in Ireland, where he 
might bave been rais d. as be well 
deſerv'd; to the E Epiſcopal Chair; 
then Hes Obj jede would have 
thought him ablicke enough, which 
his Modeſty inder d; yet was his 
Life no leis ſo in bis: 'City-Livin 
ſometime; and his publick Preaching | 
both here; and at Cburt often; às 
even in bis long choſen-Retirement; 
where he was publickly'inſtruQtive, 
edifying, hoſpitable, and Werkel 
ly charitable, generouſly | Beneficent; 
LY of all Sefiſhneſs; where he 
» ſo form'd, and o penly purſud with 
Coſt and Laden until he ſet⸗ 
led his noble Propoſal of Jointures, 
c. which may tend toa greater and 
nee e blick Good, than if be bad | 
founded 


os an Hoſpital for Widows: in 
very. County 5 the Kingdom, as 
4% nor por Company of Mer- 

5, by their faithful Management, 
* demonſtrate to his Perpetual 


vas his Life ſpent in all publick 
3ood as far as poſſible, beyond his 
Station. And can this be Bernd 


ind Imitation? Beſides his many 
5ublick* ann which: ANON in 
he Sequel, 

Secondly, NOT. to be little Books 
ly,” tho thele are the major Part; 
ind for theſe he was moſt honour'd, 


Benefit; yet you will find many 
arge cnough, and treating upon 
ice Subjects both in Divinity and 
Politicks, - and every one plain and 
Fomprehenſive, which was his Excel- 
wig in Style and Methcd, bis leaſt 

Book 


Honour, /and their-/ own. Thus 


is a mean,” private Life? Is here no- 
hing worthy our publick Eſteem 


s being of more general Uſe and 
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Book conta ining, 2 in a 
Therefore ſcarce any of them will 
bear an Abridgment, any more than 
ſome Readers, Who think all Abride; | 
ments injurious to Authors, not con- 
fſidering their Uſefulneſs to the ma: 
ny who are not able to purchaſe | 
4 Volumes. However, the Me), 
+ 1fhave taken ,can/, prejudice 
name, whetein the Author, and his 
ge Woiks havectheir particular, juſt Re- 
| commendation; not om itting the 
| chief honourable Imprimaturs, &'c 
and wherein the Reader may, ſee the 
Heads and Subſtance of all in his 
own Words ahd Method, from the 
Lery em Epiſtles, and Pre- 
faces of moſt; wherein are gene- 
rally. found the whole Deſign and 
Spirit of Authors, ſufficient re Con- 
templation and Conduct: So have I 
ventured almoſt upon Singularity 
Berein; when yet I could take no 
other Mathod,.. but what I; could 


1. od have 


Ie REF AGR. wü 
have Ine Night nor Pretenſion to, by 
publiſhing each Book at larg E in one 
Völune, Sd ich Ileave ae Lover 
tons or eatlung Objo@tars,n abe 
maroon bog [WIDE J {tos 35 Es 
| -i:Thrdly BB. convinced fromthe 
| whole, that our eminent Author ne: 
ven wanted} dug. Courage; / as yd 
may obſerve thraughour, his Life and 
Mfritings. The Courage of a true 
brd, uit and Loyal Subject 
lb hey d in his Mouth, in the mot 
trying in Limes under Diſſenting 
Teachers, and among rebellious Op- 
_ Ponknts: in School and College; and 
muck: more afterwards; didit pleaſe 
GOD. to endue him: with "> Cou- 
ragt and Keſolution of a faithful Pa- 
ſtor, to preſerve thoſe ſacred Ri ghts 
obmmitteg to his Truſt, to Promote 
ſolid and ſubſtantial Piety with Zeal 
and Diligence, and; perſevere to the 
3 End in 2. conſcientious Diſcbarge of 
All. the important Duties: of his holy 
3 Fundion. WITH 
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WITH" ſuch Courage did he 


preach, write, and diſcourſe againſt 


Blaſphemy, Atheiſm, © Hereſy, Re- 
lellion, Schiſm and Sedition, as well 
as againſt Popery and Lubertiniſm, 
even at their Height; ſo couragi- 
ouſſy he defended our primitive Do- 
ctrine, Worſhip and Diſeipline, and 
was no mean Champion of our ex- 
cellent Conſtitution in Church and 
State; ſo bravely he oppoſed Vice 
— 
ty in che great and rich, as much as 


in the pobr Sinner; never complying 


with any, but confuting or rebuking 
all in the greateſt Decency, with pru- 
dent Courage ; fo preſſing their Re- 
formation, or Puniſhment if obſti- 
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WHAM I Courage t did he 


want? None but the partial and ſla- 
-viſh; the furious and uncharitable, 
che ſelfiſn and too often pemieious 
Bravery of a Partizan; which was 
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contrary to his truly Chriſtian meek 
Spirit, contrary to his exceeding good 
Nature, really good, friendly and 
beneficent to humane kind; where- 
in if he err d, ſurely he was moſt 
pardonable ; who yet never err'd 
wilfully or treacherouſſy, nor contri- 
buted to the leaſt Fear: or Surmize of 
publick Miſchief ; but endeavour d 
to prevent all, to heal our Breaches, 
and reconcile the moſt differing Par- 
ties; yet ſpar d neither his Purſe, 
nor Perſon (tho infirm) in Time of 


Danger, to take Journeys, and Ip * 
Pear couragiouſſy at Elections, c. 4 


following the Freedom of his own 

| Judgment, as all ſhould with the juſt 
Liberty of Engliſhmen, without _— 
which he thought there could be no Mi 
free Election; wherein he regarded 4 
neither Friend nor Foe, nor ty'd + 
KF himſelf to any Candidate, but vo- 1 
ted for or againſt the ſame as he ſaw _ 
Lauſe; or abſented, where he cou d 5 


not 


not berfree,: without: iminerſing:him- 

ſelf in any Party, or injuring others; 

whereupon : you may read his ſei 
ous Reaſans and Obſervations at 

large, with his conſtant firm Ad- 
herence to our Laws and Conſtitu- 
4 tions; which he: well underſtood, 
3 and no Man more valu'd, or laid to 
= Heart in any Reign; wherein he 
K. was ſure of Union with all wiſe ho- 
1 neſt Stateſmen, and true Subjects, 
. „„ hop'd, might | ſecure the 
18 ſame, without ſuch odious Deno- 
* minations, or curſed Diſtinctions, as 
1 a great Prelate formerly cenſur d 
1 thoſe tliat will not allow any Thing 
3 2 but in Parties, that are gene- 
. a. | 12 


y wrong, and are ſo toſs d and 
jumbled as they are rais d and ma- 
nag d by ſubtle Politicians, and diſ- 
1 lembling Princes, whereof Hiſtories 
EF inform us, with the too fatal Pre- 
| valency.of ſome, to the Diſtraction of | 
Nations, and Ruin of Kingdoms 


/ 


3” 


_ 


ee 


ment, as he did, and had the true 


Pleas for Peace, and ſhewing the 


8 even thoſe who profeſs to hw and 


. . . 
/ * 
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by old Sithy's" Maxim," Divide . 
impea; which all“ good Men la- 


Courage to avoid, in the Midſt f 
Solicitations and Clamours too; even 
from thoſe who. ſcem'd:*to be fall of 


true Way of Concord of all Chrifti- 

an Churches ; in the Stile and Title 

of Mr. Baxters s two "pernicious 
Books, as they are juſtly cenſur d in 


the Life — Works of the great Bi- 

ſhop Hillinyfleet, p. 43. to be Pleas PE. 
for . ad 805 Separation, and 9 
fraught with ſuch impracticable No- 

tions, and dividing Principles, as 

tho' his whole Deſign was to prove 

contrary to his Title and Pretences; 


and leave his Life and Sting rogether 


in the Wounds of this Church; when A 


2 25 for Peace and Union, and to. 1 
0 Water to quench our Flames, —_.. 
but add ks Fewel to them, 34 


© 
Ls #4 
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Learning, as to the Deſtr 
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and encreaſe our Diſſenſions, as this 
may be ſeen, in more private Quar- 
rels, in moſt Family-Diſputes,* and 


Parochial - \Feuds, or Contentions in 
froward ſpiteful | Neighbourhoods, 


Which ſome, among all Parties, pro- 


mote of Intereſt, as the learned Mr. 
Vall obſerves, and ſeriouſſy warns 
againſt, in the Concluſion of his Hi- 
Kory: of Infant-Bapti an; thoſe be- 
ing ſuch, whom St. Paul, condemns; | 
as ſerving not our Lord JE SUS 
CHRIST.. but their own Luſts. 
So they foment Faction and Schiſm; 
drive on Party-Quarrels, begin Ci- 
vil Wars with impudent Pamphlets, 
contribute readily and liberally to 
ſuch vain and humourſome Papers, 
and Plays ; 1 making theſe engroſs the 
Trade of Bookſellers, to the Neglect 
and Diſcouragemnt of Piety and 


5 of 


Charity with common , H\maniry, 


Inflaming and ang the. Age, to 


* 


83 
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delude the Vulgar on their ſeve- 
ral ſides, each denying all Wit, 148. 
ment, Knowledge, Trutn and Ho- 
neſty, and even common Senſe to 
their Oppoſites, or to thoſe who are 
not of their Cabal, Which is ſtyld 
Higb- flying indeed among the very 
Low, and in all, abandoning Mo- 
deſty and Moderation to a Witneſs, 
Sc. for which J refer you to the 
Reverend Dr. Cockburn $ Preface to 
his late Book, entitul d, Salvation, 
the pecultar Privilege of the Church. 
Wherein he ſhews thele violent, un- 
happy Diſcouragements of Religious 
Undertakings, and how not only ſuch 
mad Men and Apoſtates oppoſe the 
Attempts to protnote Chriſt's Church 
and Kingdom, but they are alſo 
often very much envied and obſtruct- 
ed by y grave, ſober, and ſerious Per- 
ſons, unleſs theſe Attempts be made 
by one of their Party, and can atthe 
| fame time ferve theirIntereſts, which 
| 5 


? . Religion muſt. ankle to. O 
horrid P rophaneneſs, and vile Hypo- 


criſy! which Dr. Asſheton ever dread- 
ed, and bewail d nothing more than 

the Sins and Diviſions of our own 
Church-Men, wherein Satan plays his 
Maſter-piece, to ruin our. beloved 


Sion, by its very Inhabitants. There- 


all e ear vanidh © away; 


fore he pray yd and endeavour d 


(cho in vain) to ſtop and turn the 


impetuous Stream of Mens Paſſions, 


Humours, and Intereſts, and to make 


conſidering himſelf the Miniſter of 
Jeſus Chriſt, .. not of. 4 Party, and 


one who ought to pleaſe and obey 


GOD, .. rather, than Men; yea, to 
do what Service he could to his 
Truth and Religion, tho to their 
Diſpleaſure, and is OWN. Lofs, how 


improbable or difficult ſoever the 


Succeſs might be; which he humbly 
ſubmitted, and fo continu d true 
to his GOD, to his Church, to his 


Prince 
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Prince and Country, obeying their 
Laws, and really advancing every 
Mans true Happineſs both here and 
hereafter; doing good to all Men, 
but eſpecially to the Houſpold of 

Frith, at all Opportunities, and up- 


on all Occaſionnss 
IN Brief, he had the ſingular 
Courage of a truly ancient Engliſh 
Gentleman, and Obriſtian Pr 57 55 
Martyr, to. ſtand alone, for the Ho- 
nour of his GOD and Saviour, and 
in the Defence of his Brethren; to 
face Oppreſſion, deſpiſe Calumny, 
and vindicate injur d Innocence, 
which cowardly, baſe Spirits rather 
load with Slander and Wrong: more 
vilely enden ing rather than op- 
poſing and diſcountenancing, as he 
did both publick and private Scan- 
dal; condemning Falſhood and 
Lying, and being more concerned at 
theſe Sins in others, than at any At- 
front to himſelf. * 
8 b 2 ALL 
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titude oblige me to, whic 
will excuſe every Perſonal Concern, 
and Occaſional Notice of” bn own, 
| © the Relation. e 


ALL Which you'll find . 
ſtrated in the various Inſtances of 


his Life and Works, worthy the 
Imitation of the rich Gentry and 
Olergy; as worthy the Gritieade 'of 
all his poor, or afflicted Brethren, 


ſufficient to engage the Veneration, 
Efteem and Honour, due to his 
Memory from every true Clergyman, 

and uhr Pariſhioner in particular, 


who can't but thus far vindicate his 
+ righteous and eaceable Behaviour 
throu bout, and take in pood part 
(to their on Improvement) this 
my pious Attempt to preſerve his 
il good Name and Books from Obli- 
"Vion, and ive” the World ſuch an 
Account o this excellent Perſan, 


as the Laws of gp and Gra- 
1 hope, 
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I Q can anſwer for the Faithfulneſs 
and Impartiality of the whole, which 
was much more my Care, as being 
more eſſential and commendable, than 
the Dreſs of Expreſſion, which 
cannot be ſo exact in ſuch Variety of 
Books and Paſſages. However mean 
the Performance may be, yet ſurely 
none Can N take Offence, who are 
Lovers of Piety and Truth, of Peace 
and. Honeſty, like our numerous 
Friends of all Ranks and Orders, 
who have honoured this ſmall Work 
with their Subſcriptions; and cleared 
all the Difficulties and Obſtacles, of - + 
this Impreſſion in ſuch a confuſed, 
licentious Age, wherein Books of 
Divinity (unleſs Heretical, &5 c.) are 
regarded with the greateſt Indiffe- 
rency, which even Bookſellers will 
not encourage, tho in the Way they 
ſeek Encouragement for others; 
ſeeing the Generality ſo taken up 
with the Times, as not to mind 
| b 3 | Ete 12 
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Eternity, chat laſt Stake, and moſt 

neceſſary, grand Concern of all: 

They put it off as inſipid and 

troubleſome, or will not find leiſure 

to conſider Religion, and the Salva- 

tion of Souls, and ſcorn to be taught 

by their Prieſts, whom they will nei- 
ther allow to act as the Meſſengers 

of Peace, as our gracious Queen 

was pleas d to remind her Clergy in 

Convocation, upon their late Ad- 

e e eee 

* ricks,, Peace-breakers, and Free- 

actors, with the ſacrilegious, pro- 

pPhane, contentious, and ſeditious 

Herds, daringly oppoſe all; as they 

_ arbitrarily infringe other Men's Li- 

berties, and will not give the Free- 

dom they take, but enſlave their In- 

feriours, c. who mult therefore be 

2 Reproach and Scandal to any Party 

who puſh their Reſentments (as the 

fore- mention d Dr. Cockburn ob- 
ſerves in his Preface) about theſe 


Earthy 
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Earthly Differences, even againſt Hea- 
ven, and are turned ſo apprehenſive of 
being enflaved (to ſpeak in their 
own Language) and of hazarding 
or leſſening their Idol- Wealth and 

Eſtates, that they will not hear of the 
Obligation to ſubject themſelves to 
60D and his Ordinances ; but are 
jealous of all WhO perſwade them to 
it, as if they were Enemies to hu- 
mane Liberty, of which they have 
very falſe Notions : Whereupon I 
may add, they render themſelves 
the vileſt of all Slaves, to the Ruin 
both of their preſent and eternal 
Welfare ; however, fome may flou- 
riſh for a time, and divide the World 
between the Knaves and Fools, 
threatning ſtill both Church and 
Crown, who declare they will not 
be impoſed upon by either, nor 
will give any Quarter to the Tribe of 

Lewi, tho GOD's peculiar Inheri- 
tance ; which they vilify, ſuppreſs, 
1 b 4 and 
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and ſlander, with the Father of Lies 
155 oo HEY therefore put us upon 
the Neceſlity of a ſtricter Union, or 
elle make us deſtroy, our own ſa- 
cred Order, which certainly we may 
beſt maintain (as we ought without 
Noiſe or Faction) with Ki its Rights 
and Duties, by. Leal, Love, and Fi- 
delity; as Dr. Asſheton did, by 
keeping true to our Oaths and Sub- 
ſcriptions, highly true to all our 
Obligations and Relations to our An- 

tient, Epiſcopal Church, which 
woas always at his Heart; who knew 
that no Church Or Kingdom divided 

. againſt it ſelf can ſtand; not even 
the Kingdom of Belzebub, the firſt 
and great Author of governing 
Men by Parties, as an excellent Pre- 
late obſerves. What ſhould the Cler- 
gy then have to do with diabolical, 
dividing, bloody Parties, that un- 

dermine the very Foundations of 


Ho- 
| 7 * 
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Holineſs, Peace, and Order; * 


will not ſo much as humanely favour, « 
do juſtly by, or ſhew Mercy, nor 


ſometimes even 9800 n to 
any but their own Side ! Y 
WHOM. then ſhou' d. we joyn 


with, but the ſincere and diſintere- | 


ſted, the well-principled, | virtuous 
and unprejudic'd? as ſome ſuch may 
be found even among, Parties ; 4 


who take the Part of Church and 


Crown, to preſerve our excellent 


Eſtabliſhment, and prevent the na- 


tural Conſeq uences of Satan's divi- 


ding e ee the Calamities of | 


a Civil War ; that groſſeſt Abſurdi- 
ty in Politicks, — greateſt civil 
- Evil, deſtructive equally of all Inte- 
reſts, facred and profane, landed or 
monied; as the ſame learned Bi- 
| ſhop remarks, as all diſtracting Feuds 
and Animoſities are ruinous to hu- 
man Society, and moſt oppoſite to 
* Spirit of Chriſtianity, which our 

good 


„ 


2 
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* 
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good Doctor eminently manifeſted, 
as areal Chriſtian and faithful Paſtor 
of the ſoundeſt Part of . Chriſt's Ho- 
ly Catholick Church upon Earth. 
And ſome he found fo well diſpoſed 
on all Sides, ſuch whom he wiſh'd 
to ſee diſtinguiſhed. ſo far into honeſt 
Party, as to be ſeparated from the 
Faulty; with the Love and Courage 5 
of Martyrs, like his, in time of 
| Danger, to ſuffer, as well as act init 
oy offenſively and legally; fo happily 
to unite” with all, who are impar- 
tially true to our whole Conſtitution, 
.* avoiding every Encroachment, and 
extream' of Tyranny and Anarchy, 

of Popery and Presbytery, E . 
\ with every Tranſgreſſion, Scandal, : 
and Sacrilege. Such only are the 
truly wiſe, eaceable, and honeſt 
Subj eds of all Degrees, both among 
Clergy and Laity, who leave every 
one to their legal, juſt Liberty, not 
to exceed their Bounds, nor meddle 


5 | be- 
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beyond their own Sphere, which 
they never infringe, never  threa- 
3 nor compel any of their 


ry Dependants, &'c. who want 


G4 to underſtand each other bet- 


ter, and promote Peace with the 
Truth, as it is in Jeſus © our Lord, ne- 


ver dividing but from the Enemies 


thereof, always actin 75 as Chriſtians 4 


indeed, and f, faithfu P aſtors, who 


are both wiſe and harmleſs, who 


beware of Seducers of all ſorts, 


according to our Saviour 's Warnings * 


in his Goſpel; and pray with 


St. Paul, to be delivered from VV ich 3 


l and e Men. pf 
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Advertiſement. 
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Hereas this Impreſſion was too long 
XY delay'd, to the Author's great Diſ- 
appointment, and the Subſcriber's Diſplea- 
ſure; and happen'd to be finiſh'd at laſt, 
juſt upon the Demiſe of our late excellent 
Queen, of ever bleſſed Memory; i, 
All Readers are deſired to make the 
over Amendments 1n thoſe Parts of the 
300k where her Gracious Majeſty is nam'd 
. + _ and to follow her great Example of ſolid 
FPiety, Truth, and Juſtice ; with univerſal 
Charity, Peace, and Clemency, innate 
and conſpicuous enough in her, one would 
think, to ſilence and ſhame the Confuſion 
of Parties, which have prov'd fo very 
ſcandalous and fatal; as the confummate 
Wiſdom of her Royal Proteſtant Succeſſor 
(whom GOD long preſerve) will ſoon di- 
| ſtinguiſn and controul; and will find thoſe 
 - to be the beſt Chriſtian Subjects, and moſt 
„ faithful Paſtors (worthy of all Protection 
aälénd Encouragement) whoſe Principles and 
Practices run Parallel with the Reverend 
Doctor, whoſe Life and Works impartially 
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8 the Memory of the Juſt is 
never Bleſſed, and one Friend 
1 98 cannot too gratefully Honour 
RIA 5 another, nor raiſe him a bet- 


1 ter Monument, than by re- 
counting his good Works for the Example 
and Inſtruction of Mankind: n 
380 does Friendſhip and Duty oblig 
me to this publick Memorial of the Piety, 
Learning, and Charity of the late Reve- 
rend Dr. William Asſheton, whoſe Works 
are thus truly Bleſſed, and aſcertain'd of 
an everlaſting Reward in that Heaven a- 


bove, 
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bove, which he fo rationally and glori- 
ully deſcribes, in his Pious Vindication of 
the Immortality of the Soul; an excellent 
Work, juſt mention'd in this Place as the 
Foundation of this Practical Eſſay (for pub- 
lick Good) upon a Life ſpent in doing Well; 
yea, thro Faith and Imitation of the moſt 
Bleſſed Jeſus, doing nothing but good ac- 
_ cording to his Power in human Weakneſs, 
Oc. as far as I have heard, or known in 
all my Acquaintance, and Intimacy with 
him almoſt thirty Years paſt ; for he dif 
dain'd not the Friendſhip of his Inferior, 
never frown'd on his poor , Brother, nor 
ſlighted his Complaints. Oh were my Soul 
with his! whoſe Boſom I found always 
open, was happy in his Converſation, and 
had the Liberty of his Study, all his good 
Thoughts and Deeds cee to 
P 1 8 
WHICH in a few Years longer, mig 
have engag'd him to a right Di | A of 
His compleat Library, as I often remind- 
ded him upon ſome late generous Paro- 
chial Attempts, and Propoſals of the Ho- 
nourable Society for promoting Chriſtian 
Knowledge, for the Benefit of poor Vi- 
Cars and Curates; among whom I muſt 
now deſpond, muſt want in theſe Parts 
thoſe neceſſary Helps; more ſadly lament- 
ing that haſty Death which has depriv'd 
us of all, and left no ſuch Brother here, 
— 7 : 55 „ 5 f ye - th "ih "none 
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none like-minded, however capable, 8c. 
Whereupon may we caft a Veil now, 
While I thus endeayour to lay before all 
Men one of the beſt Modern Examples, 
and ſome of the moſt uſeful Books of the 
A | | Mo 

To ſhew the Laity an eaſy true Pat- 
tern of what all ſhould ſtrive to be, real 
Diſciples and Chriſtians indeed ; as well as 
the Clergy, what none of us ſhould ever 
= in, of being zealous, faithful Paſtors, 

Je 


VHICH plainly and impartially to 
repreſent, I mult take leave to view, and 
review him thro? the ſeveral Stages of his 
Like, eſpecially the latter, both in his pri- 
vate and publick Capacity; and to collect 
the moſt Argumentative and Inſtructive 
Parts of his various Writings in their di- 
ſtinct Annals, as interſpers d throughout 


his Life after he arriv'd at Man's Eſtate. 


With the preceding Time, from his Birth, 
I begin his Character, and then proceed to 
his Works in ſuch a Method, as may an- 
ſwer my limited Compaſs according to my 
Propoſals, and not to extend the Priee of 
this beyond the largeſt of his; neither to 
prejudice the Sale of any, nor encroach 
upon the Proprietors. Which Method, I 
hope, with the many agreeable Obſerva- 
tions, and practical RefleQtions, chiefly in 

his own Words, as far as occurs to Me- 
S e mory, 
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mory, (particularly in declaring his middle 
Courſe; between the violently High and 
Low; as he always ſhunn'd Extreams, 
kept the Golden Mean, in quo medio tu- 
tiſſimus ibis ad Cœlum, and practiſed the 
true Moderation of the Church of Ex- 
gland, his ever beloved Mother) may be 
ſatisfactory to all unbiaſs d, impartial Rea- 
ders; and may not be unuſeful to thoſe 
who have moſt of his Books already, or 
may ſoon purchaſe all his Practical, and 
chief Controverfial Works, being common 
and eaſy to be had, excepting the Four 
firſt which are out of Print; whereof I 
have therefore made larger AbſtraQs, 
which ſhall be ready for my Worthy Sub- 
ſeribers upon Occaſion, tho I cannot. fo 
much as imitate, but only reverence and 
admire; and fo refer all to the truly Hon- 
ourable and moſt Eminent Mr. 8 
Life of the late Excellent Biſhop Bull. 


# 
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Education. ee 


I. HEN, may his Birth and Edu- 
_. cation begin his Character, as 
thoſe are no inconſiderable Ingredients in 
any Man, and are happily the beſt Foun- 
dations of an excellent Life! However, too 
many ſo baſely degenerate, and behave ſo 
contrary, as to prove the ſharpeſt Grief 
and Scandal to their Friends and Families, 
While others of mean Extraction, or vile 
Parentage, ill Breeding, and no Litera- 
ture, c. may by ſome extraordinary Fa- 
culty, Gracè, or wonderful Providence, 
prove good Men, and (to the Shame of 
thoſe: Superiors) become famous in their 
Generations. refs | 
YET good Birth and Education are 
highly to be efteem'd, gratefully improv'd, 
as the firſt chief Means of all Vertue and 
Felicity, and ſo accounted peculiar Bleſ- 

ſings indeed; whereupon may be. rais' 
all ſolid Piety, Beneficence, and Honour in 
ſuch Poſterity exceeding their Anceſtors, 
of whom none can decently boaſt, but 
thoſe who endeavour either to equal, or 
excel. Thus truly Honourable was the 
| a7 Birth, 
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Birth, thus Bleſſed the Education of my 
deareſt Friend, deſcended from a Reve- 
rend Father, Rector of Middleton in Lan- 
caſbire, of the Ancient Family of the Ba- 
ronets of that Name and Place, ſo near- 
ly related to the preſent Honourable 
Sir Ralph Asſheton. 
H E was born in the Beginning of our 
National Troubles, An. Dom. 1641. when 
the black, helliſh Storm aroſe upon our 
Ancient Monarchy - and Epiſcopacy ; the 
Nations raving in their Repreſentatives, 
and the People imagining vain and villain- 
ous Things, as deluded by their bloody 
Leaders, whom GOD permitted (in his 
righteous Judgments) to drive furiouſly in 
an unnatural Civil War; to carry on, and 
finiſh the moſt inhuman grand Rebellion, 
with unparallePd Treaſon, Murder, Uſar- 
tion and Tyranny, in the Diabolical 
Depth of all hateful Hypocriſy, which de- 
_ ceived many ignorant, unwary, and well 
meaning weak Perſons, both in Youth and 
Age; which ſpurr'd on the raſh, giddy, 
and ambitious, and infatuated the greedy, 
ſelfiſh, deſigning Wretches to their ever- 
laſting Shame and Horror. | 


=_ 


IN thoſe diſmal Times did he begin 
his Mortal Race, and yet was Bleſſed, 
more providentially Bleſſed in ſome Ortho- 
dox and Loyal Inſtructors, ſuch as fecurd 

hyn from the general Contagion. So early, 


Ven 
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even then, did he imbibe the ſound Prin- 
ciples of our pure and undefiled Religion, 
that kept him unſpotted from the World: 
However, he fell into ſome dangerous 
Hands at School, and the Univerſity; and 
lay under many Temptations, where the 
Leavens of Error and Hypocriſy prevail'd. 
And tho in his Childhood, he cow'd not 
be ſenſible of the moſt aſtoniſhing, tragi- 
cal Act in the Royal Marty's Fall; yet 
every Year, as he grew up, preſented ſuch 
horrid Scenes before him, that he cow'd 
not but receive the proper Antidote in his 
Youth, and dread the Villanies of that 
Age, till the glorious Reſtauration-Day; 
which fix'd him in all good Principles, 
and made him always zealous for our ex- 
cellent Conſtitution both in Church and 
State. Beſides, as it pleaſed GOD to en- 
dow him with a moſt towardly Diſpoſi- 
tion, a moſt compaſſionate good Nature, 
a very ſtudious humble Mind, and modeſt 
Behaviour, as with all vertuous Inclinati- 
ons and ſpecial Graces; fo he cou'd never 
be ſo much as tainted with ill Notions 
of any kind, nor ever be drawn into the 
Party of any furious Zealots, Libertines, Oc. 
whom he wanted not Spirit to oppoſe up- 
on all due Occaſions, and in proper Sea- 
ſons throughout his Life, which diſtin- 
on him even in the Country-School, 
ut more eminently in Brazen-Noze-Col- 
A 4 lege, 
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lege, Oxon, where he made ſuch Progreſs 


in all good Literature as ſoon to merit a 
Fellowſhip; and in this Station was ſo 

ighly eſteem'd, as at length to be judg- 
ed worthy of the Headſhip, to which he 


had an honourable Invitation, ſent him vo- 


luntarily, (upon the laſt 8 but fe- 
Years before his Death; which he both 
humbly and conſcientiouſly declin'd, as 


- T well knew, and heard from his own 


Mouth : Howeyer, no Man expreſſed more 


Veneration for his Alma Mater; and had 


he dy'd ſenſibly, a grateful Memorial might 
have been left that flouriſhing College ; 
perhaps ſome Part of his Library, tho? . 
leaſt wanted there. f 
HERE he commenc'd an Author; 
as ſuch, I muſt now begin to repreſent 
him in due Courſe and Order, 
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II. ; 8 all his Works 8 both occaſio- 


Beneficent, and Pious; ſo he begun his firſt 
Attempt in Print, upon ſome unhappy Di- 
ſturbers of our Iſrael, whom he treats as 
the deareſt Brethren, how deſtructive ſo- 
ever they had been, and how dangerous 


they were at that time (even ſoon after the 


wonderful Reſtauration) to our Church and 


Monarchy. He engag d them fairly with 


their own Weapons, produc'd their very 


beſt Authorities with the Nation's higheſt; 


moſt friendly and convincingly urg 


thoſe he well knew, (as he would their Fol- 


lowers) to a juſt Reconciliation with our 
beloved Sion, & c. in a Book firſt without 
his Name, Entitled, | 


TOLERA TION Diſapprov/d and Con- 


. demand by the Authority and convincing 
| Reaſons of, f 


I. That Wiſe and Learned Ring JAMES, 


and his Privy-Council, Anno Reg. Ido. 
II. The Honourable Commons aſſembled in 


this preſent Parliament, in their Votes, 
&c. Feb. 25. 1662. 


III. The 


nal, and ſeaſonable, moſt charitable 
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III. The Presbyterian Miniſters in the City 
25 London, met at Sion-College, Decem. 
18. 164 

IV. Boett) Enrigeat Divines, moſt ( if not 

all) of them Members of the late 405 8. | 

bly; in their Sermons before the Two 
ouſes of Parliament on Solemn Occaſionc. 

Fatt iy Collected by a very Moderate 

Hand, and humbly THe ented 75 the ſerious 

Confideration of all Diſſenting Parties. 

Printed at Oxford't in the Year 1670. | 


IN the very next Page are fet down the 
Names of their Eminent Divines, whoſe 
Teſtimonies are recited ; which are ad- 
ded again, at the End of his ſolemn Preface, 
and the Beginning of his Collection: As 
in the Concluſſon of his Second Edition, 
which he publiſh'd the ſame Year, contain- 
ing Eighty Six Pages in Quarto, with his 
Name to it, and the Pro Vice-Chancellor of 
Oxford*s Imprimatur before it, viz. Pet. 
Mews. Dat. Oxon. 4 Cal. Mart. 1669. The 
Title was the ſame with the other, with 
this Addition to it, Faithfull Collected by. 
gp Asſheton, Maſter of Arts, and Fel- 

low of Brazen-Noſe-College in Oxford. 
The Second Edition correfted and enlarged, 
with an additional Preface ; wherein the 
Nature of Perſecution in general, and the 
unjuſt Complaints of the Diſſenting Parties 
concerning it in particular, are diſtinctly 


conſi der d, 


Dr. William Asſheton. 11 
| confided. Printed likewiſe at Oxford in 


1670. 3 : 

BUT the former 'Preface is likewiſe 
added, with this Advertiſement before it, 
There are ſome Paſſages (particularly Page 
2. and 4.) will ſeem Impertinent, till the 
Reader is inform d that in the firſt Edition 
the Author's Name (for Reaſons beſt known 
to ſome whoſe Judgment he highly values) 
Was conceal d, but is now (by the ſame Ad- 
vice) prefin'd. FO EC 
HER EIN he makes the moſt Affecti- 
onate and Solemn Addreſs to his Difſenting 
Brethren; vindicating himſelf from their 
uncharitable Cenfures and Aſperſions; 
ſhewing the Occaſion of this Work; how 
he became diſſatisfied about Toleration, 
. which he liked at firſt, and now proves it 
to be impracticable by their Petitioners for 
it; whom he cou'd not find Intelligible in 
their Propoſals, and whom he next endea- 
vours to Confute, from the Zealous Teſti- 
monies of their own Friends againſt Tole- 
artion, whoſe Names (as in the Contents at 
laſt) are ſet down after the Preface, with 
an honeſt Heathen Obſervation. 

Dr. Cornelius Burgeſſ e, Mr. Jahn Ward, 
Mr. William Good, Mr. Thomas Thoraw- 
good, Mr. Humphry Hardwich, Mr. Ar- 
thar Salway, Mr. William Reynor, Mr. 
Thamas Caſe, Mr. John Lightfoot, Mr. Tho- 
l 5 8 mas 


- —_——— 


— — 


— 
2 


* 0 — —_— 
> —_ — I - - * n Tn IPD * 


aw ds oe ot 
— <A exe 


— ou enter —˙¹ ¹ m 
— 


* NB 
* 
* 
70 
N 7 
0 
3 55 
* ® 
14 4 
* p 
x Ah 
a 3 
* & * 
A 9 


1 % 
= 
1 
4 
v4 

1 

of 


12 The LIFE | 


mas Watſon, Mr. George Hughes, Mr. Ed. J 


ward Calamy, Mr. Richard Baxter, Mr. 
Thomas Horton, Mr. Lazarus Seaman, Mr. 
Matthew Newcomen, Mr. Richard Vines, 


Nr. Simeon Afp, Mr. James Cranford, Mr. 


Thomas Edwards. Cujus aures clauſe ve- 


ritati ſunt, ut ab amico verum audire 
nequeat, —_ Salus deſperanda eſt. Cic. 


Rhet. Lib. I 
THUS concluding his Addref denne 


* ſpeak as unto Wiſe Me, judge ye what 7 
ſo. aner his fair and impartial Collecti- 


ons, with a few Marginal Notes only of 
his own, he comes to the Chon, | 


"= theſe Contents. 


A ſerious Reflection upon the Premi- 
ſes. P. 8x 


7s not Toleration, but Reformati on that 


Non-Conformiſts intend. 82 


The Reaſons which cauſed the Author ſo to 
think. 83 


A Propoſal which Non-C n are ah 


red to reſolve. 


Non-Conformiſts are Schiſmaticks. ns 95 
A very humble Addreſs to his Ma 4) and the 


Parliament, the Subſtance whereof he re- 
printed Anno Dom. 1678. in à little 
Tract againſt ON +". 6 


IN 


4 . at. AS To Hans Lond. 


Dr. William Asſheton. 13 


IN this manner endeth his firſt unan- 


ſwerable Treatiſe, with a powerful Di- 


lemma upon the Non-Conformiſts, con- 
cermung their very contradictory Notions of 
any Thing Sinful required in our Com- 
munion, and their Denial of any Toleration 
or Indulgence to the Church, or to each 
other, as they get into Power ; which yet 
have been omitted, with the Doctor's 
Marginal Notes, Preface, £9c. by a late 


Editor of the 3d and 4th Heads of his Col- 


lections, concluding with the twenty fore- 


mention'd Names, and a ſhort Abſtract of 
De Foe's Writings againſt Occaſional Con- 
formity;, fo publiſh'd when the Bill was 
upon the Anvil, 1705. with this Title, 


THE Principles of the Diſſenters concern- 

ing Toleration, and Occaſional Conformity, 

\ humbly dedicated to the Lords Spiritual 

and Temporal in Parliament aſſembled; 
doit h ſeaſonable Advice to the Diſſenters. 


IN the Preface whereof, as in the De- 

dication, he improves the Doctor's Ex- 
hortation, and adapts it to our Times; nei- 
ther of them grudging an Act of Indulgence 
to any Proteſtant Diſſenters, but directing 


them to the right Uſe of it; to make them, 


(ſays this Editor) if poſſible, content with 
their Toleration, and not ſeek on Pretence 
of it, to graſp at the Power of Governing, 
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which of all Things renders it moſt ſuſpici- 
dus; as if being tolerated themſelves were 
not their Buſineſs, but to get themſelves in- 
to a Power to Perſecute others; as TI 
ced both here and in Scotland. 


80 to return to our Doctor; - whilſt he 


was Fellow of Brazen-No . Coll ege, he 


was early calbd into the k Chapla init 
in the World, next to the Royal ; which 
haſtned his Degree of Doctor in Divinity 

in the juſt Completion of his Terms pd 


Studies Thus with all decent 


Qualificati- 
on, he attended the greateſt W 760 of the 
Age, a moſt Loyal Viceroy, a truly No- 


ble Prince, the late renown'd Duke of Or- 


mond, whom the moſt faithful, noble Hi- 
ſtorians ſo immortally Characterize. Whoſe 
beloved magnanimous Grand-ſon, that 
now fills his Place and Honours, continu'd 
this Doctor his Chaplain to the laſt. 

IN this Quality he ſerv'd his firſt Patron 


both in Ireland and England; there modeſt- 


ly declining all Preferment. His atten- 
ance brought him to the Engliſh Court 
and City, where he frequently Preact'd, 


and ſometime enjoy'd the Living of St. 


Ant holin s, until his Grace's Intereſt in the 
Honourable Family of the St. John's, tran- 
ſlated him to his darling Retirement in the 
ReQory of Beckenham in Kent, Anno Dom. 
1676. 80 near the very middle Part on 
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Dr. William Asſheton. 15 


his Life, who "Had two Years before pub- 
liſh'd hs third Work, and dedicated it To 
the Iltluſtrious his Grace James Dake of Or- 


mond, gc. Lord Steward of his Majeſty's 
Houſhold, Chancellor of the Univerſities of 


Oxford and Dublin, Knight of the moſt 


Noble Order of the G and one of his 
Maj 22 s moſt Honourable W 
; With this Imprimatur, 


Hie Liber cui Titulus, The C aſes of Scan- 


| dal and Perſecution. Anto. Saunders Re- 
verendiſſimo in Chriſto Patri ac Domino, 
Do. Gilberto Archiep . Cantua. a Sa- 


cris Domeſticis. 


n l 


5 Decemb. 9. 117. 


The Whole Title Page runs thus, 
THE Caſes of Scandal and Perſecution ;, 
. a ſeaſonable Enquiry into theſe to 


: L V. Weber the Non-Conformiſts, who =D 
©, wiſe think Subſcription lawful, are there- 


ore ohlig'd to Forbear it, becauſe the Weak 
Brethren do judge it unla af 


s u. Whether the Execution of Penal Tis 


oo Diſſenters, for Non-Communion with 
Churc 


h of England, be Perſecution? . 


M herein they are Tabea exhorted to 


return into the Boſom of the Church, the .. f., 
 Vikelieſt Expedient to ſtop the Growth of o 46 


ne TOE By Willam AsSſheton, D. D.“ ble, 


Demeſtick 


[ 
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Dameſticł Chaplain to his Grace the Duke 
of Ormond. Printed at London in the 
Year. 1674. | 


FOR the Publication of this Book, he 
ives ſuch Occaſional convincing Reaſons, 
th in the Dedication and Introduction, 
that they may not be unuſeful, or unſeaſo- 


nable to be repeated now, with the like 
1 Collections, as I have made from 


is former Writings, becauſe they are all 
out of Print, Oc. IR 


_ Firſt, Then he obſerves humbly to his 
Grace, How this ſmall Tra& will be 
© look'd upon, if at all, by my Diſſenting 
© Brethren, is novery hard matter to con- 
< je&ure. I am now ſufficiently inſtructed 
< what Entertainment to expect from theſe 
© Men, who are ſo far from being convinc'd 


either from mine, or any other Man's Ar- 


s guments, when inconſiſtent with their 


\ © Intereſts, that (as late Experience hath 


II A A Aa 


« prov'd it) they dare not believe their 
© own; they are ſo harden'd with Preju- 
« dice, blinded with Paſſion, byaſs'd b 
* ſome falſe, yet plauſible Principle, hic 
they muſt not recant whatever betides 
them) that till GOD ſhall pleaſe to 
mould them, by a Method beſt known 
to himſelf, into a more humble Frame, 
all the Saying and Writing in the Yum 
WII. 


Aa 
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< will. be vain and to no purpoſe: And 
therefore were it not for theſe twW o Conſi- 
< derations ; | 8 
Firſt, In Compaſſion to their deluded 

© Proſelytes; many of which having nei- - 
© ther Heads, nor Hearts to inform them- 
* ſelves rightly in the true State of Things, 
do follow tamely after (qua itur, non qua 
6 eundum) in an implicit Belief, that That 
muſt needs be the right Way, which they 
© ſee ſuch skilful Guides to have taken be- 
© forethem; or elſe, were it not, Secondly, 
out of a due Care of our own People to 
© ſecure them, as far as poſſible, from the 
« inſinuating Arts of ſuch as lie in wait to 
6 deceive ; we might think our ſelves ſuf- 
6 ficiently diſcharg d from any further De- 
© bate of theſe Points in Controverſy be- 
« twixt us, which have been ſo fully diſ- 

© cuſſed by ſundry of our learned Men, 
(particularly Bp. Sander ſon and Mr. 
Hooker) and fo excellently clear'd from 
© the Exceptions of Noveliſts, that more 
© need not be ſaid for Satisfaction of 
any intelligent Man that will but take 
the Pains to read the Books, and then 
« fuffer himſelf to be Maſter of his owp 
© Reaſon, es | 


Secondly, H E proceeds in his Intro- 
duction upon the Cauſes of Pefery increaſ- 


ing, Oc. 


Ms 
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THE late, and I think juſt Appre- 
henſions of the Growth of Popery, ha- 
_ © ving awaken'd Authority into ſome ſea- 
( ſonable Endeavours for ſuppreſſing it, the 
_ © Clergyofthis Nation have thought them- 
© ſelves oblig d both in Preſs, and Pulpit to 
encourage ſo good a Work. For tho? our 
People are fo highly prejudic'd againſt 
© her Doctrine, that many of them know 
© no other Rule, whereby to judge of the 
© Soundneſs of their Tenets, than by the 
greater or leſſer Diſtance they have from 
FPopery; yet being deſirous that Religion 

© ſhou'd be the Object of their Choice, not 
Chance; and that the Practice of it ſhowd 
© be grounded upon the clear Evidence of 
Truth and Reaſon, as well as Cuſtom 
© and Education, to which the greateſt Part 
of Mankind owe their particular Per- 
ſWaſions: Several. Treatiſes have been 
© lately writ, wherein the Proteſtant Cat ho- 
© lick Doctrine is fully eſtabliſh'd, and the 
© Romiſh Objections, or rather Flouriſhes 
(for indeed they are no better) are as 
« ſolidly anſwer'd; an Undertaking not al- 
together ſo unſeaſonable, as ſome Perſons 
«< who wou'd be thought wiſer than their 
© Brethren, are pleaſed to judge. For tho 
„it be indeed true, there is nothing New 
_ * under the Sun, and the Arguments are 
_ © ſtill the ſame, at leaſt fo far as the Cauſe 
is ſuch; yet the Repetition of them in 

| 2 8 a : ; 0 t . 
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* this ſcribling Age, can never be unſea- 
ſonable, it being not only profitable but 
neceſſary, that the Antidote be apply'd, 
as often as the Poyſon is infus d. | 
* THIS very Conſideration (that I 
may give my Reader ſome ſhort Account. 
of the following Diſcourſe) hath awaken'd 
me into Action, not out of any vain 
Confidence of my Abilities, (tho' we are 
all apt to think well of our ſelves) but 
rather out of a juſt Senſe of my Duty, 
© (remembring the fad Doom of the un- 
0 de Servant) that I might contri- 
« bute ſomething to the Defence of my dear 
Mother the Church of England; which 
«© thro? the good Providence of God, hath 
© nouriſhed me a Chriſtian and a Prote- 
© ſtant. In order to this Performance, I 
© had made a Collection of ſome ſuitable 
« Materials againſt the Church of Rome, 
(at preſent the moſt noted Enemy to our 
* Religion) fully intending to put them in- 
© to Form, and with the Approbation of 
© my Superiors, at the beginning of Term 
© to make them Publick. Whilſt I was + 
© thus deſigning, I occaſionally met with 
this Paſſage in Biſhop Sanderſon; Pru- 
© dent Statiſts, forbear to advance againſt 
© a Potent Enemy Abroad, till they have 
© compoſed ſmalier Quarrels and Mutinies 
at Home. We think it therefore more 
£ neeaful, ſeaſonable, and expedient, to clear 
OD 8 2 « thoſe 


IA 6 K 
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© thoſe Points in Difference betwixt us 
© and our Brethren at Home, than to han- 
dle any of the Controverſies in Debate be- 
© twwixt us and thoſe of Rome; both be- 
E cauſe the People are in more Danger of 
© being miſlead by thoſe, than of being ſe- 
6 duced by Papiſts; and becauſe the Papiſta 
© make a great advantage (indeed the grea- 
6 teſt, and in a manner the whole Aqdvan- 
« tage they have againſt us) of theſe home- 
© bred Differences. , 
IT H Us that Excellent Prelate, whoſe 
« judicious Determination ſo perfectly al- 
© terd my purpoſe, (this is a plain and true 
© hearted Confeſſion) that quite contrary 
to my former Intentions, (leaving the 
© Romaniſts to the Management of ſome 
© abler Pens,) I have once more thought 
it my Duty, to addreſs my ſelf to 
«© my Brethren of the Separation; hum- 
© bly intreating them for the Love of 
© GOD, and the Comfort of their own 
Souls, as they tender the Peace of the 
* Church, and the Honour of our Religi- 
on, and in Compaſſion to Thouſands of 
« their Chriſtian Brethren, who are either 
in Danger of being miſlead, or ſcan- 
d dalizd, That having firſt thought it 
_ © poſlible for themſelves to be miſtaken ; 
they would then not over haſtily reject 
* either mine, or any other Man's Ad- 
_ © monitions,, becauſe tendred by 1 
RES n © who 


'H a A A M A aA M K A 


Dr. William Asſheton. 21 


who ſtand better affected to their Per- 
ſons, than Opinions. They have indeed 
upon occaſion, been fully reminded” of 
their Duty, (and *tis Charity you know 
to Inſtruct our weak Brethren) but they 
are fo vainly exalted with the Plaudits 
of their own Parties, with whom they 
chiefly converſe, that ſome farther Ad- 
vice may be no unſeaſonable Undertak- 
ing. 


SO the Caſe of Scandal, and the Mi- 


ſtakes therein, he ſets forth in 'a full Ob- 
jection, about giving Offence, Ec. and in 
many clear Anſwers. Firſt, From their 


C- 


K Ana caAcA AA N A RA a a aA 6 


own admir'd Mr. Baxter's Cure of Church 
Diviſions, Page 113. Secondly, From our 


great and Learned Hooker, Eucleftaſtical 


Polit), Page 115. And Biſhop | Sar- 
derſon, in his Five Caſes of Conſe. Page 


111. Proving how many ways a Man 


may become Guilty of Scandalizing 
another by his Example: As the for- 
mer denotes how Men are Scandalized, 
when they are moy*d, led or provoked 


unto Sin: Wherein we are not {o much 


to look at the Event what That is, or 


may be, as the Cauſe whence it com- 


eth; for no Man is concern'd in 


any Scandal that happeneth to ano- 


ther by Occaſion of any Thing done 
© by him; neither is c 


argeable fur- 
__—__ ter 


© ther with it than he is Guilty of ha- 
© ving given it. c 
FROM theſe Authorities, our Doctor 
argues for the Subſcription and Con- 
formity of the Diſſenters, who thought it 
neither Sinful, or Unlawful. Which were 
the Points in Diſpute in thoſe Days, and 
which he farther preſſes upon their Con- 
ſciences, both from Mr. Baxter. again, 
in his Prince of Love, Page 87. And 
Mr. Feanss Mixture of Scholaſtick and 
Practical Divinity), 2d Part. Page 1 33> 
135. From whoſe: Words there largely 
recited, becauſe of his Authority among 
the Presbyterians; It appears therefore, 
ſays the Doctor, That my Brethren 
are not eo nomine obliged to neglect 
Conformity, becauſe their Proſelytes may 
© think fit to be offended at them; but 
only (according to the Biſhop's Fourth 
© Rule) They are ſo to manage their 
© Submiſſion to the Church with ſuch a 
* Chriſtian Deportment, whereby it may 
© appear to others, as well as them- 
© ſelves, That Conſcience, not Intereſ?, 
© hath occaſion'd. their Subſcription.? So 
having Evinced, that: there is no Scan- 
dal in Corformity, but a Conſcientious 
HE proceeds next to prove the Non. 
Conformiſts highly guilty of Scandal, hy 
this Syllogiſm; Men are Scandaliz'd, when 
| N a * they. 
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0 = are led, mov'd, or provoked unto « 
„Sin. 1 
BUT the Non Conformiſts by their 
Separation do lead, move, and provoke 
© their Proſelytes to Sin: Therefore they 
© are beyond excuſe guilty of Scandal. 

FT HE Major J am ſure will be grant- 
© ed; the Minor admits of this fad Con- 
© firmation. = %% 
THE Non - Conformiſts do provoke 
© their Proſelytes to Sin, theſe two Ways. 

« Firſt, by Error in Judgment. Secondly, 
by occaſioning them to neglect their Duty 
in Praxi. Thus concluding his Proofs: 
VWHE N I have firſt reminded them 
Hof that known Rule; Qui non propibet, 
dum pot eſt, jubet: I muſt then give it this 
© fad Enforcement, (as I beſeech GOD 
© they may conſider it before it is too late) 
« Whoſo ſhall offend one of theſe little ones 
© which believe in me, it were better for him 
that a Millſtone were hang*d abont hisneck, 
aud that he'were droum d in the Depth of 
the Sea. Woe unto the World becauſe of OV 

« fence, for it muſt needs be that Offences 
& come : but Woe unto that Man by whom the 
© Offence cometh, Mat. xviii. 6, 7. 
| © A ND now good Chriſtian Reader, if 
thou art Homo Quadratus, perfectly even, 
and unbyaſs'd both in Judgment and 
Affections, (that is to ſay, neither Pre- 
poſſeſs d with ſome falſe Principle to fore- 
* {tall the one, nor carried aſide with Parti- 
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* ality for, or Prejudice againſt any Perſon 


© or Party to corrupt the other) judge, I 
© beſeech thee, betwixt the Church of Exg- 


© Jand, and the Diſſenters: Theſe Men 


© pretend, they cannot Lawfully, and with 


© a good Conſcience ſubmit to the Con- 


< ſtitutzons of the Church: But why all 
© this Niceneſs? SA 8 

Is there any Law either Natural or 
«© Poſitive, which doth. either directly and 
in terminis, or by good Logical Inference, 
and immediate DeduCtion, - condemn 
any of them as unlawful ? If ſo, let ſuch 
© Law beproduc'd, and the Controverſy is 


© at an end. But they have been fo in- 


c finitely baffled in ſuch vain Attempts, 
© that this Procedure of late hath not 
© been much pretended, but inſtead of ſuch. 
plain and candid Entertainment, we have 
been ſhuffled off with the empty Preten- 


© cesof an accidental Unlawfulneſs, ariſing; 


from the Diſſatisfaction of their Proſe- 


2 Mes who yet imbib'd. thoſe Scruples 
«i 


om the repeated Clamours of their Di 
%„„%ſ§˙§7§ĩ in Sr 3h en nerantlh > 
E S with ſome new ſharp Remarks, 


he proceeds in the Second Place to ſet forth 


the Caſe of Perſecution, like the former. of 
Scandal, with an Obje&ion, and Anſwer, 
from Page 36. Here he repeats the very 
ſame full and ſatisfactory Anſwer, which 


he fays was never yet refuted, that he 


gave 
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ave in the foremention'd Preface. to the \ - - 


cond Edition of Toleration Diſapprov'd, 
Oc. p. 4. wherein, after having ſhew'd 
the falſe, vulgar al dangerous Conceit of 
Men's Lan ang Piety, or holding their 
Perſons in Admiration, and proved the 
Moderation and Sincerity of our firſt. Re- 
tormers from Popery, with their true Chri- 
ſtian Sufferings and Martyrdom in ſome ; 
which others can never juſtly pretend to, 
who are-not. perſecuted as Saints, but pu- 

H E goes on to fix the. Notion: of Per- 
ſecution in this clear and diſtin Defini- 
tion, as it is an eager, violent, or any in- 
flicting of outward Temporal Evils, for 
the Exerciſe of true Religion; from wWhence 
he proves, in many Initances, and Nine 
Concluſions of Diſpute, ſum'd up in 
theſe Words, SOIL, 

« Preaching, and Praying are neceſſary 
© Duties which cannot. be performed with» 
out Circumſtances :. Theſe are determi. 
ned in Scripture, nor muſt be left unde. 
termin'd therefore, * the ſupream Ma- 
giſtrate; who to effect this, makes Laws 
and Conſtitutions, that have Penalties 
annex d to be inflicted on the Diſobedi- 
ent; the Infliction of theſe Penalties is 
the Execution of Juſtice and the Magi- 
* {trate's Duty, but no Perſecution: There- 
fore thoſe Perſons that ſuffer theſe Penal- 


ties, 
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ties, are not injuriouſly perſecuted, but 
© uſtly-puniſh'd? | | 


Judgment of Biſhop Sanderſon, in his 7th 
Sermon ad Pop. p. 3 54. and from the Argu- 
ments of their own famous Calamy, News- 
comen, and Baxter, that the Diſſenters 
from the Church of Exgland, have never 
ſuffered any ſuch Perſecution ; and what- 
ever they complain of, lies at their own 
Doors; they being not innocent Sufferers, 
but injurious Aggreſſors; which he part- 
iy manifeſts by reminding them of other 
Sorts of Perſecution with St. Auguſtine, 
Lib. de Unit. Eccleſ. contra Petil. Epiſt. 
c. 17. ſignifying the Perſecution of the 

Tongue, and of an irregular Life, as well 

as of the Han d, in thefe Wor ds, . VA 3 Rot 
© Gravius perſequitur filius patrem, ma- 
je vivendo; quam pater filium caſtigan- 


From hence he proves, I 7X from the 


© 0; & gravins ancilla Saram perſequta 


. 
© dominum perſequebantur, propter quos di. 


«© tum eft, Zelus Domus tux come dit me; 


quam eos iffe cum eorum menſas everſit, 
- 2 "eos flagello de templo expulit Which 
proving and lamenting, he then concludes 
with ſtrict impartial Obſervations upon the 


Party-Credit and Intereſt of many lead- 


E | g Roots 
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Roots of Bitterneſs, Pride and Covetouſ- 
neſs, which continue their unreaſonable 
Separations and Clamours againft the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Hierarchy, Forms and Ceremo- 
nies, how 2 and decent ſoever, or 
lawfully enjoin'd, and make ſome blaſ- 
ate and ſcandalize all Religion, Con- 
lence and Duty, the Honour of GOD, 
and Vindication of his Glory; in the midft 
of Diſloyalty, Sacrilege, Sedition, Faction, 
JC |. th 5 25 - 
1 AFTER all, here follows immediate- 
ly an Occaſional Poſtſcriptt 


HAVING now. finifh'd. this little 
© Treatiſe, Tam allarm'd, (contrary! to my 
« firſt Intentions) upon this following Oc- 
© ca ſion to make ſome Additional Refle- 
Cions. 0 e 

A Proteſtant Gentlewoman being mar- 

c ried to a Reman-Catholick, WAS highly 

* ſollicitous (and her Charity is very com- 

© mendable) about her Eternal Eſtate. 

© Whereupon ſhe apply'd her ſelf for Sa- 
tisfaction to ſome - Preshyterian Divines 

« (which Party ſhe then much favour'd) 

vo amongſt ſome other unſuitable Diſ- 
3 

= 

% 

5 

* 


courſes, moſt undutifully reflected upon 
© the Church of England, calling her Cere- 
* monies Popiſh and ſuperſtitious, telling this 
© Gentlewoman, that a Set-Form of Pray- 
er was Popiſh; particularly, that our Li- 
| © turgy 
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< turgy is Popiſh, and taken out of the 
© Maſs-Book 8 having perus d 
< the Service of the Church, (ich for- 
< merly either thro? Prejudice, or the Di- 
© refions' of thoſe Guides, ſhe wholly ne- 
« pleted, ſhe is now fully fatisfied, that 
© there 1s nothing contair'd in it, but what 
is Sound, Orthodox, and agreeable to 
© Holy Scripture; and therefore if that be 
< Popery, ſhe thought it moſt rational to 
be a Papiſt; and accordingly (being quite 
< wearied, and even diſtracted with- their 
© impertinent Diſcourſe) embracing the 
© Roman, hath ever ſince refuſed the Pro- 
© teſtant Communion. = „ 

IT HIS Matter of Fact (which is no 
_ © feigned, but a real Caſe) doth make it 


more ſeaſonable to tranſcribe, Cas he does 


at large, too long to be here inſerted] * the 
© Words of the learned Biſhop Sanderſon, 
« relating to our Anti-ceremonial Brethren 
and their falſe Imputations of Popiſh and 
© Popery; whereof he gives the true De- 
« finitions, and ſhews how far any Do- 
* &rine or Practice may be truly called 
© Popiſh, vindicating thè Reformation of 
our Church from it, in Pref. Ser. xiv. q. 
« x4. and Pref. before Ser. xx. 8., 11. and 
again in his Pref. before Ser. xiv. 8. 17. 
and at laſt referring the Reader to that 
clear and ſatisfactory Account given by 


the Church, in one of the Prefaces, uſu- 


ally 


Wing, FA bd Land 


F 


Dr. William Asſheton. 29 
ally prefixed before the Book of Com- 


© mon-Prayer. ? 


Thus far did our Doctor expreſs his 
Zeal for our eſtabliſhed Epiſcopal Church, 
both againſt Popery and Phanaticiſm of 
all Sorts, upon his firſt Appearance in pub- 
lick, in the Youth and Vigour of his Age; 
as no leſs zealous did he afterwards ap- 
pear for our Ancient Monarchy in a 
Fourth Work, the latter end of K. Charles 
the Second's Reign, Entituled, 


The. Royal Apology: Or an Anſwer to the 
Rebe. Ples ; — 5 are 5 noted 
anti- monarchical Texents, 

Firſt, Publiſhed by Doleman the Jeſuit, to 

Promote a Bill of Excluſion againſt Ring 

Janes ts . 

Secondly, Practidd by Bradſhaw and the 
Regicides in the actual Murder of Ring 

Thirdly, . Re-publiſhed by Sidney and the 

- Aſeciators to depoſe and murder his pre. 
fent Majeſty. By William Asſheton, D. 
D. The Second Edition. Prented at Lon» 

don. 1685. WT 


HER E he ſufficiently manifeſted his 
Loyalty in the higheſt Strains, as will ap- 
pear from the Subſtance: of this Treatiſe, 
which may be ſeen in the Preface, Cor- 
tents, and Concliſion. Which ſhall be my 
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Method, for Brevity's Sake, in examining 
moſt of his other Works, referring the 
larger Collections to another Publication, 
if, encourage. | 


- To the READE R. 
IN the Year 1594. the Jeſuit Parſons 
« publiſhed a Conference under the Name 
© of Doleman. The Deſign of which Pam- 
© phlet, as every one knows, was to pro- 
'© mote a Bill of Excluſion againſt King 
James I. 8 8 | 

AND tho the Jeſuit's Malice was 
© herein defeated, as to the Perſon of that 
© King; yet how much it influenced the 
c Sufferings of his late Majeſty, is a fad 
© Story. to repeat. For he who ſhall pe- 
© ruſe the many virulent Libels, which 
© firſt occaſion'd, and then fomented that 
© unnatural Rebellion; will eaſily be in- 
« ſtructed, how that Conference was 
* tranſcrib'd and tranſproſed by the Pa- 
«© trons of the Faction; and to ſpeak in 
© our modern Language, he cannot but 
© obſerve, That the Pop:ſþ Doleman is the 
© Oracle of the true Prot eſtant Party. 

NOW that this may not be reject- 
© ed as a ſlandering Deſign, only to make 
© them odious to Authority, as is com- 
_ © monly objected, I have here drawn for 
© the Reader's Satisfaction, a ſhort Paral- 
© lel between Doleman, Bradſhaw, Sidney, 

| 1 5 and 

5 
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and ſome others; upon Peruſal of which 
„it will plainly appear, that the Jeſuzts 
Principles, as managed by Bradſhaw and 
the Regicides, did cut off the Head of 
„Ai Elo ↄ ons ants, 

© A ND ſince the ſame Principles have 
© been tranſcrib'd by the Brethren of the 
© Aſociation, we have. juſt reaſon: to ſuſ- 
© ped the ſame Practiſes likewiſe : And 
© that thoſe who defended the Murder of 
© King Charles I. would doubtleſs, if they 
© had Power 1n their Hands, depoſe and 
murder King Charles II. If any Re- 
* publican {hall think fit to doubt, that 
© the following Diſcourſe is either partial, 
© or unconcluding, i. e. that I have ei- 
© ther ſaid ſomething that is falſe, or elſe 
© have omitted in any Inſtance, the very 
Strength of their Caſe, let him make 
© known his Grievance; . and I do here 
© promiſe upon ſuch Notice given, I will 
* (thro? Divine Aſſiſtance) endeavour his 
© Satisfaction. 7 


be CON T.EN TS. 
The Occaſion of this Treatiſe, Fag. r 


And its Anſwer, 5 5 
Containing theſe Particulars, viz. Ihe Go- 
vernment of England act a mivd Mo- 
1 6 
Toe King not one of the three Eſtates. - 6 
e 7 
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In what Senſe the Ring of England is an 
abſolute Monarch. 109 
And how he is limite lt. 43 
That known Saying of Bracton, Lex facit 
 Regem, how to be underſiood. 20 
a 


That other controverted Paſſage, Rex Ha- 
bet Superiorem, Deum & Legem, eti- 
GOTO ee 


Of the Coronation-Oath. 3, 
Of the Kzng's Prerogative. 45 


H E concludes at laſt with the Point 
of Non-: reſiſtance; which, ſays he (moſt 
ſeaſonable to be enforced at this Time) 
I did once deſign very fully to have en- 
© larged upon, to have ſhew'd its Obli- 
a Roe from all Laws Natural, Poſitive, 
Divine, Human; as alſo to have an- 
© ſwered the moſt popular Pleas for ſuch 
© Reſiſtance; but I am fo happily prevent- 
© ed: by the Learned 'Labours of others. 
particularly my Lord Biſhop of Vin. 
c cheſter, Dr. Falkner, and Dr. Sherlock, 
© who have indeed exhauſted that Sub- 
_ © jeR) that I ſhall give no further Trou- 
© ble; but conclude my ſhort Diſcourſe 
with this following Argument. 

Ihe ſupream Power muſt not be re- 
« ſiſted. But the King of England hath 
© ſupream Power. Therefore his Majeſty 
cannot lawfully be reſiſted. The Pro- 
| N poſition 
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© poſition is the Voice of Nature; there 
can be no Order nor Government unleſs 
© this Truth be admitted. Reaſon tells 
© us, Par in NN non habet poteſtatem; 
much leſs hath an Inferior a coercive 
© Power over his Superior. 

© TO which let me obſerve, that even 


© the late Rebels themſelves were con- 
vinc'd in this Matter; for, to vindicate 


© their former Treaſons, and to patronize 
© their intended Murder of that Bleſſed 
© Prince, they voted, Jan. 4. 1648. 


© Reſolv'd, That the People are (under God) 
© the Original of all juſt Powers: That 
the Commons of England aſſembled in 
Parliament, being choſen by, and repre- 
6 ſenting the People, have the ſupreme 
Power in the Nation: That whatſo- 
© ever is enatted, or declared for Law 
© by the Commons in Parliament, hath 
© the Force of a Law; and the People 
© concluded thereby, tho Conſent of Ring 
© and Peers be not had thereunto. | 
_ © Plainly. inſinuating, that whilſt the 
Subjects of England, according to their 
© Duty, did acknowledge the ſupream 
© Power to be in the King, they muſt 
© needs apprehend that the War was Re- 
© bellion, and his pretended Judges were 
© Traitors. - | 
AND as to the Aſſumption, vix. 
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c Power ; This, I hope, hath been fo ful. 
© ly prov'd in this little Treatiſe, that I 


might ſuppoſe the Concluſion without 
© any farther Enlargements. But becauſe 


_ © ſome late ſeditious Pamphlets have very 


© impertinently advanced the Power of 
< Parliaments; I ſhall, ex abundantz, thus 
© undeniably convince them, That the Par- 
© lament of. England is ſubject to the King. 


© Mr. Sidney informs us, That the Right 


© and Power of Magiſtrates in every Coun- 
© try, is that which the Laws of that Coun- 
6 try make it to be. If therefore it do ap- 
« pear by the Laws and Statutes of the 
© Kingdom, that the Parliament of Eu- 
gland is ſubject to the King, then the 
* Controverſy is at an End. For Proof of 
6 this, they are deſired to conſult 12 Car. II. 
c. 30. Where the Lords and Commons 
© thus petition'd to his Majeſty. *' 
Me your Majeſty's ſaid dutiful and loy- 
6 al Subjefts, the Lords and Commons in 
Parliament aſſembled, do beſeech your moſt 
© excellent Majeſty, That it may be declar'd 
that by the undoubted and fundamental 
© Laws of this Kingdom, neither the Peers 


© of this Realm, nor the Commons, nor both 


© together in Parliament, abr the People 
* colleftively or repreſentatively, nor any 
© other Perſons whatſoever, ever had, have, 


_ © hath or ought to have any coercive Pov. 


* er over the Perſons of the Rings of this 
b- Remi. - | LY 
"WY «WORDS 


© ing; 
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© WORDS plain and undeniably evi. 
dent, that they are not capable of any 
© farther Explication. Toon 

© ONLY. it will be pertinent to obſerve 
< two Things. : 
© Firft, The Lords and Commons do 
not here petition, that it may be enaQ- 
ed, but that it may be declared, inti- 
© mating that the King's Supremacy was 


not firſt eftabliſh'd in this Stature, (as 


© if before the making of this AQ, the 
Parliament had been ſuperiour to the 
© King) but is here ay to have 
© been eftabliſhed by the undoubted, fun- 
« damental Laws of this Kingdom ; 7. e. 
© by ſuch Laws as are the Foundation of 
the Government: Whoever therefore 
© ſhall affirm; That the Parliament hath 
© a coercive Power over the Perſon of the 
King, he alters the Foundation, and de- 
© ftroys the Government. OE 
© Secondly,” I do from this Statute, ob- 
© ſerve, that their famous Axiom, Major 


© fingulis, minor univerſis, will no longer 


© ſupport their Cauſe, the King being Ma- 


© jor omnibus. When our RepablicanClubs, 


© who talk ſo much of Law, ſhall have an- 
< {wer'd this Statute, they may then expect 
© to hear further from me. | 

In the Interim, I ſhall recommend a 


© 'Fext, to be held forth in all their Con- 


© yenticles, the next Time of their meet- 
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Prov. xxiv. 21, 22. My Son, fear thou 
© the Lord and-the King, and meddle not 
© with them that are given to change: For 
their Calamity ſhall riſe ſuddenly, and cho 
© knoweth the Ruin of them both? _ 
© From whence may be rais'd theſe good 
© Obſervations, viz. Honeſiy is the beſt Po- 
lic), and Loyalty the beſt Religion. 
NOW, as his former Books, which I 
have examin'd already with this, raiſed the . | 
Spirit of Faction againſt him, exaſperated 
ſome of thoſe whom he civilly treated as 
dear Brethren, and heartily deſired their 
Union with the Eftabliſh'd Church againſt 
the common Enemy: This being his con- 


ſtant Opinion, that all Separation from it 


is unreaſonable, Ac. and that the Union 
of Proteſtants among themſelves was the 
ſureſt Way to keep out Popery, and pre- 
vent its Growth or Encreaſe in any Reign; 
and that the Church of England is the 
greateſt Bulwark againſt it in the World; 
© this laſt Book gave him the moſt Trou- 
+ ble afterwards from two Parties : The one 
Teviling him, as if he had written too 
much, and ſomething contrary to a Legal 
Monarchy, which yet he ſaw overturn'd, 
and always feared its Ruin by Men of 
ſuch antimonarchical Principles which he 
here confutes and condemns. The other 
reproaching him as if he had deſerted his 
own declared Principles herein, and had 
not acted legally upon the old Foundation, 
. | in 


ö 
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in the fucceeding Turns of Affairs. 'Tho' 


he anſwered theſe from the extraordinary 


Caſes, Sc. and from the moſt learned in 
the Law, particularly the Lord Chief Ju- 
ſtice Cook, as he did the former Object- 
ors from the famous Bracton, c. in his 
own Vindication. And his beſt Apology 


was. his uniform Religion and Loyalty, or 


(as he explains it rightly) Legal Obedience 
all his Days. So ends that zealous Trea- 
tiſe, which yet he ſeems to explain by his 
ſubſequent Tracts againſt Popery, through- 
out the Reign of King James, (which ſhall 


be examin'd preſently) and by a little 


Tract upon the Revolution, fit to be men- 


tion'd now, Entitled, 4 ſeaſonable Vin- 


dication of their preſent Majeſties. Print- 
ed at London. Herein he publiſÞ*d his own 
Convictions for the Satisfaction of others, 
who might as he did, {wear Allegiance to 


BY William and Queen Mary with a 
g0⁰ 


d Conſcience, upon the ſurpriſing mer- 
ciful Deliverance of theſe Kingdoms from 
Popery and arbitrary Power; chiefly argu- 
ing from the Statute of 25 Ed. III. with 
Sir Edward Cook's Expoſition of which Sta- 
tute concerning the Kings de facto, and 
de jure, he concludes this ſmall Tract 3 P. 


of the Izſt. Page 7. obſerving, that this 


is not only the ſingle Gloſs of Sir Edward 
Cook ; but that all others, who write the 


| Pleas of the Crown, do give the ſame 


Expoſition ; and therefore, ſince it is moſt 
| 1 reaſo- 
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' reaſonable to think that to be the ol 
of the Law, which learned Lawyers an 
Judges have agreed, is the Senſe of it; 
private Perſons, who are otherwiſe mind- 
ed, ſhould be modeſt in their Cenſures, and 
ſuſpe& their own Judgments, and reſt ſatis- 
fied, that there is ſome weighty Reaſon, 
(tho? perhaps their Prejudice will nat yet 
ſuffer them to comprehend it) why thoſe 
Judges of the Law do thus determine. 

" THUS he uſed to anſwer ſame who 
attack d and reproach'd him with his for- 
mer Treatiſes; which he leſt corrected on- 
ly in Titles at laſt, with his own Hand, as 
1 have it. Wherein, as from all the fore- 
mention'd Treatiſes, we may obſerve his 
Reading, and Knowledge of our old Laws, 
both Ecclefiaſtical and Civil, with his 
early conſtant Zeal for our Eftabliſh'd 
Church and Crown; without Immerſing 
himfelf in any Parties, which ſo unhappily 
divide and confound the Nation: In re- 

ference whereto I crave leave in this Place 
freely to declare and teſtifie (upon my long 
Converſation and certain Knowledge) his 
Opinion and Practice, as pertinent to his 
foregoing Writings; and Introductive of 
the Subſequent, particularly his remaining 
Controyerſial Pieces, whereupon he found 

more reaſon (of late, as we juſtly may) to 
fear, what the Intereſt of a Party can hs 
5 JJ d 7 : "1 . ; ; than 
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than any Strength of Argument from the 
Adverſaries, G . | 

HE had obſerv'd enough of the In- 
triegues of Courts, of the Plots of Cities, 
and Deluſions of Countries; he faw too 
much in every Reign both of Pop:ſh, and 
Diſſenting Parties, in the Bowels of the 
Church; he knew the Madneſs of the Peo- 
ple; and how deſigning Men can ſeduce 
them to Proclaitn Hoſaunas at one time, 
and demand Crucifixion at another, upon 
the ſame moſt Holy, Juſt and Innocent 
Perſon ; he ſaw the mean Selfiſhneſs, Am- 
bition and Violence of the beit Parties, 
even the Champions of our Conſtitution 
which gave him the ſame Idea of Parties 
in general, and conſequently the like Pre- 
cautions, Sc. as we find expreſs'd moſt 
wiſely, by the preſent moſt Reverend and 
nobly Pious Arch-biſhop of Tork, in his late 
Sermon at Court, upon the Martyrdom of 
bleſſed King Charles I. That we ought to 
take great care not to liſt our ſelves, as 
thorough Members of any Party : For tho tis 
to be hoped, that every Party is not capa- 
ble of being ſeduced to the Perpetuation of 
ſuch abominable wicked Facts, as that of 
this Day; yet on the other hand, it muſt 
not be diſſembled, that there never yet was, 
and I fear, never will be any Party upon 
Earth, that has not, or will not ſometime or 
other, run into Extravagancies; and how 

ERIE ks . 


few have ever been found of ſuch. Parties, 
that have been able to forbear running on 
with them, that have been reſolute enough. 
to endure the Shame df forſaking their 
Party; the hard Looks, opprobrious Lan- 
fiese and malicious uſage of it; and to 
ick faſt in their Religion and Reaſon, in 
ſpite of them? So ſmall have the number of 
theſe heroick Souls been, ſuch vaſt Oppoſiti- 
on and Contradiction have they fought 
their way thro', that I cannot but think 
it too great and dangerous a Riſque, for a 
Man to tie himſelf to any Party. Beſides, 
if there were no Danger, yet certainly there 
is always a great deal of Trouble in it; 
and why ſhould a wiſe Man give himſelf 
the Trouble, which he may ſo eaſily avoid? 
As our prudent Doctor always did, how- 
ever cenſur' d, or miſrepreſented by the furi- 
- ous and violent, with whom he cou'd ne- 
ver run into any Exceſs or Riot, nor encou- 
rage the widening our Breaches in Church 
or State; but ever attempted, and converſed 
upon the moſt healing Means, Sc. Upon 
theſe and his charitable Funds, he correſ- 
ponded with the great and good, with many 
Superiors, who much eſteemed him, eſpe- 
cially the two preſent moſt Reverend Arch- 
biſhops, beſides other Perſons of Quality, 
ſeveral Biſhops and eminent Divines, par- 
ticularly his own Right Reverend Dioceſans, 
and their whole Clergy, whomhe ai 
EP „ ; ed / 
3 1 


Dr. William Asſheton. 41 


ed in three ſeveral Synods, as being neither 


too high, nor too low, but really true. 
HE was ſo unanimouſly, and fo often 
choſe our Procurator (for Rocheſter) in ho- 
pl Convocation, that he begg'd leave to 
ecline the Favour, and ſent his Letter of 
Excuſe and Thanks by my Hands; . as he 
found the Diſtempers of his ſtudious ſeden- 
tary Life, the Gravel and Stone then grow- 
ing upon him, which diſabled him for At- 
tendance and Fatigues; and at length too 
much confin'd him at Home: Yet he was 
entreated again to appear for us, as an ho- 
neſt regular Clergy-manꝭ indeed; no Plu- 
raliſt, no popular nor ambitious Time-ſer- 
ver, no Purchaſer of Steeples, or careleſs 
Non-Reſident, c. but one who moſt con- 
ſcientiouſly diſcharg'd all reſpective Du- 
ties; and ever pleaded for his labouri 
Brethren, whom he therefore beſt re- 
preſented and defended, as he did our 
excellent Liturgy, "declaring againſt all In- 


novations and Alterations, unleſs for Im- 


rovement; as in the Office for the Sick, 
be. Knowing all other Condeſcenſions or 
Compliances to be vain and 'dangerous : 
And that the chief Diſſenters would never 
conform, but at the Expence of our Divine 
Apoſtolical Epiſcopacy, the giving up our 
very ſacrèd Order; whatever popular Cla- 
mours they raiſe againſt ' Rites and Cere- 
monies moſt decent and orderly, $i = 
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N O wonder then, that he was courted 
to the laſt, elected, and wiſh'd to be a 
Member {till for his true healing Temper, 
which yet cou'd not engage him in the 
moſt (pretended) moderate Party, ſeeing 
their equal Heats with the other; and 
fearing ſome worſe Deſigns in their Pre- 


| tences. Tho? his Judgment. was always 


Charitable, and hoping the beſt on all 
Sides; yet Er of their Agree- 

ment, he could only lament the unhappy 

Diviſions between the Upper and Lower 
Houſe ; leaving all to GOD and the 
QUEEN, ſo he rejoiced at Her Ma- 
jeſty's Orders, and Heads of Proceeding to 
Her, Convocation ef ear; and 15 b 
good Begin thereupon, eſpecially in the 
caſe of Kere with on fy, Zeal- 
ous Repreſentations, c. As he hop'd to 
ſee reſtor d ſome regular Primitive Diſci- 
pline, tho? in the worſt Age; as the moſt 
godly and ſtricteſt was exercis d in the 
worlt of Times, even in the midſt of Ty. 
ranny and Perſecution ; tho? the civil Pow - 
er oppos'd all, and nothing but oppreſſed 
the Eccleſiaſtical; which certainly (he 
thought) might exert it ſelf in more peace- 
ful Times, under Nurſing Princes; and as 


now, in the beſt of Reigns, under the beſt 


of N ee Were it not corrupt- 


ed and debaſed to the loweſt Degree, and 


the Epiſcopal Juriſdiction perverted by Lone 


a, 


Dr. William Asſheton. 43 


Lay-Officers, who a& like other Lawyers, 
or make worſe Preys, and generally img 
poſe moſt upon the inferiour honeſt Clergy ; 
as he obſerv'd in ſome near Inſtances, and 
therefore endeayour'd to skreen and free 
them from many Hardſhips, as Procurati- 
ons, Synodals, &'c. Aſſeſſments, Militia- 
Charge, and unequal Taxes: Whereupon 
he addreſs d thoſe in Power, and which he 
deſired might fall under a Parliamentary 
Conſideration, for thoſe ſmall Benefices at 
leaſt, that are exempt from Firſt Fruits and 
Tenths, by the QUEEN 's unparallelbd 
Bounty; which our preſent great and "ea 
Zealots are expected to imitate; as al 
ſhou'd manifeſt their Faith by their Works, 
and be as generous Supporters of the 
Church and Clergy, as they are able; void 
of all covetous, vain, and ſelfiſh Ends, too 
notoriouſly ſeen in many ſince the famous 
Doctor's Tryal; a ſeeming Tryal of Par- 
ties only, expoſing bad Principles and Dan- 
gers enough ; Perils by falſe Brethren in- 

eed ; which ſoon alarm'd our good Doctor 
here, with the Clergy and People in gene- 
ral. Tho? his Temper could not N of 
the Stile of that Sermon; yet dreaded he the 
violent Conſequences for {ont Fan Truths, 
how bold ſoever, which if ſo extreamly 
canvaſs d and condemn'd, might diſcourage 
all faithful Preaching, and proſtitute the 
Goſpel it ſelf to Malice and Guilt; as he 
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fear d too much Encouragement of Blaſphe- 


mous, Immoral, and Heretical Poſitions, 
with threatning Dangers to QU EE N, 


Church, and State, that can't be too well 


ſecured and guarded. Thus far therefore 
he appear'd more of a Party than before, 
et abhor'd the Name; and not thinki 
That a Party which all Orthodox Loyal 
Church-men will unite in, to maintain our 
Conſtitution entire. Thus without an 
ſcandalous Diſtinctions, or invidious Noti- 
ons of Whig and Tory, High and Low, La- 
titudinarian or Trimmer, &c, was his Aim 
and Practice in all the Reigns he lived. 
HE heard and read their different 
Reports, Fears, Jealous, and Scandals 
with Grief and Indignation ; juſtly deſpi- 
ſing their foul Libels, and mercenary week- 
ly riblers; lamenting he cou'd never find 
uch an impartial Miniſtry as wou'd equal- 
ly condemn all ſuch Incendiaries and 
Scandals ; which have encreaſed more li- 
centiouſly of late than ever, to the utter 
Shame and Scandal of all Governments ; 
which moy*d our Excellent QUEEN ſo 
pathetically to require of Her Parliament 
a Remedy equal to the Miſchief, a Miſ- 
chief encourag d by every Party, however 
fatal toall at length; as Lies and Scandals 
will undoubtedly prove to their Authors 
and Spreaders ; and the more publick and 
miſchievous, the more fatal ſtill ; which 
_—_ x yet 


falſe Cry of Popery and Tyranny) drew 
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pet all mug Perſons ſeem to fear, 
8 5 


and exclaim aga accuſing one another 
right or wrong, eſpecially when ſuffering, 
Sc. Nothing being more common than 
for the greateſt Whores, to cry out Whore 
firſt ; ſo for all other hardened Sinners and 
Hypocrites, particularly for Lyars, Tale- 
bearers, and DetraCters in every Houſe, to 
cry loudeſt upon their Fellow-Sinners ; de- 
mand Satisfaction, and threaten Vengeance; 


much more do Parties in their turns, tho 


all the while ſerving themſelves by the ſame 
Diabolical Inſinuations, c. which do miſ- 
chef every where, and which once over- 
turn'd our whole Conſtitution, and cut off 
the Royal Martyr's Head; whoſe beloved 
Grand-Daughter has been thus too oſten 
and dangerouſly expos d, with Her Church 


particularly, as my Doctor fear'd, by the 
deſigning Men of Extreams; who accuſe 


one Party of bringing in Free and Arbi- 
tary Power; and the other for introducing 
Presbyteriansand a Common Mealth; when 
not one Man of a Thouſand ever thought 
of either; and he hop'd always to ſee a 
Majority equally Zealous againſt both, as 
at preſent ; tho not among thoſe Licenti- 
ous Malecontents, whoſe declar'd Princi- 
ple it is, to lay no Reſtraint upon the Prefs, 
to allow their People uncontrolPd Liberties 
of Tongues and Pens; which (with the 


the 
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the moſt unnatural Bloody Swords, in the 
Bowels of the Nation; terrible enough in 
his Youth, to make him abominate Ly- 
ing, Prevatication and Scandal, (how proſ- 
perous and faſhionable ſoever) to his old 
Age: Whereupon he avoided at length po- 
pular Elections, pitied all Candidates, and 
was aſham'd of tlie falſe and deceitful, as 
of thoſe arbitrary, unjuſt and mean ſpirit- 
ed Gentlemen or Leaders, who woird thew 
Spite and Malice to their Oppoſers, and 
moſt impolitickly calumniate and inſult 
honeſt Neuters, as our prudent Doctor 
ſometimes ſtood, ſeeing Men furious with- 
out Cauſe, and malignant Feuds encrea- 
ſing upon frequent Ele&ions to the Di- 
ſtraction of Families, Sc. which he would 
heal and reconcile, or ſhun in Converſati- 
on; and wou'd never vote for any Per- 
ſon twice, if he did not believe him true 
both to Church and Crown; ſo wile as to 
ſecure the Eſtabliſhment of both, and fo 


hearty as to defend both with Life and 


Fortune. This was his grand Concern, eſ- 
pecially for the Church, for the Honour 
of GOD, and his true Religion. And thus 
he acted, and avoided in the different 


Reigns, and various Turns he ſaw; accor- 


ding as any Schiſm, Faction, Hereſy, or 
Danger appeared and grew; as thro* Pha- 
#aticiſm of all Sorts in King Charles IId's 
Time, which occaſion'd his Pen 


Fe N vw 2 * 


r ee Woe Sr 


* 
Yo 
8 


Dr. William Asſheton. 4 


Diſcourſes; and thro Popery in King James 


IId's Time, which introduced his moſt 
convincing little Tracts againſt the ſame, 
that are now to be conſider'd in Order. I 


need only name them with his following 


Works, which are all in Print, in many 
Hands, and eaſie to be obtain'd and read: 
But for the more entire Manifeſtation of 
his Zeal and Fidelity; his great Piety, 


Learning, and Charity; I {ſhall briefly 
collect rhe chief Heads or Subſtance of all 
at preſent, and ſhew their more particular 
Deſigns as they properly come ttito the 
Review of his exemplary Life and Con- 
verſation. e Ade 


FIDELITY and Zeal are moſt ne- 
ceſſary becoming Duties in all, but chiefly 
uſeful and highly honourable in Men of 


publick Station and Character, whether 
Military, Civil, or Religious. Theſe en- 
78 his utmoſt Value for, and higheſt 
Ef 


eem of that truly great Perſon, His 
Grace of Ormond, to whom he dedicated 
his pious Works, as of many other his 
Superiors in Church and State; eſpecially 
was he delighted with thoſe high Enco- 
miums (both from Queen and Parliament) 
upon an eminent Stateſman in the late Oc- 
eaſional Turn, Sc. as upon our moſt re- 
nown'd General before. £1 5 COSI 
- AS void of all Party, and abhorring Fa- 
Qtion, he thought no Recommendations, 
3 no 


no Rewards too great for eminent Fideli- 
ty and Zeal ; the contrary being moſt baſe 
and villainous in any ; but moſt diabolical 

and pernicious in Places of Truſt and Im- 
portance. Publick Officers and Miniſters 
can never be too faithful; nor conſequent- 
ly too zealous : And Fidelity will produce 
the true Zeal according to Knowledge. 
This did he well underſtand, and practice 
in the moſt uſeful Employment and great- 
eft Truſt, a Buſineſs of the laſt Importance 
and higheſt Beneficence, the Care of Souls, 
as a truly honourable Ambaſſador, labo- 
rious Miniſter of Chriſt, and faithful Stew- 
ard of the Myſteries of God, 1 Cor. iv. 1. 
So he began his Papal Controverſy (in the 
very Critical Seaſon) with 


The Country Parſons Admonition to his 
Pariſhioners, againſt Popery : With Di- 
rectious how to behave themſelves when 
any one deſigns to ſeduce them from the 
Church of England. London, Printed 
in the Tear 1686. 


HEREIN obferving the reſtleſs Im- 
portunity of the Romiſh Clergy to gain 
Proſelytes to their Church, and how they 
have different Terms of Addreſs, very 
plauſible and inſinuating, fitted to the Ca- 
pacities of all Sorts of Perſons; and there- 
fore that they may not be ſurpris d o_ 
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their Clamours, nor impoſed upon by their 
Methods of Deceit ; he thinks it his Du- 
ty thus to caution his People againſt them, 
by deſiring them to obſerve theſe Directi- 
Ons ; . | by | 


« Firſt, A N holy Life. 

T O ſhew their Faith by their Works; 
and as they profeſs themſelves Members 
of the Church of England, ſo to take 
great care that their Lives and Converſa- 
tions be anſwerable to its Doctrine, 
which is ſum'd up in the Church-Cate- 
chiſm, particularly in the two Anſwers 
following the Ter Commandments, con- 
cerning our Duties to GOD, our Neigh- 
bours, and our ſelves; which Command- 
ments thus practiſed, he declares to be 
the beſt Expoſition of our Creed. So he 
directs them to do GOD's Will, and thus 
know his Doctrine, John vii. 17. To 
improve his Gifts by Encreaſe, Mark iv. 
25. and uſe the Means which GOD 
© hath appointed for Inſtruction, c. As 
* Secondly, A modeſt Dependance on their 
Spiritual Guides, or their Miniſterial Fun- 
« Etion; not only attending the publick Of 
© ficesof the Church, as Prayers, Sacra- 
6 ments, Preaching, &c. under many Ob- 
© ligations, but alſo obſerving theſe Ex- 
< pedients. He propoſes, when any one de- 


+ ſigns to ſeduce them from our Com- 
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© munior, Firſt, to Pray earneſtly and duly 
© for GOD's. Grace, to hold faſt their Pro- 


« feffion without wavering to the end. Se- 
condly, to read the Holy Scriptures, and - 


© not pretend to interpret uw difficult 
Place, but beg the Direction of their Spi- 
© ritual Guide herein. 1 

« Thirdly, A'S far as poſſible to avoid all 
* Diſputes about Religion, Eph. iv. 11. 
© and deſire others rather to help their 
Devotion, than diſturb their Belief, if 
* they will talk of Religion to Working 
© People, and ſuch who are not skilPd or 


© exer cis'd to convince Gainſayers, and 
* anſwer Objections; whoſe Faith yet is 
© not to be thought the leſs firm and or- 


© thodox, becauſe they can't return an ex- 
temporary Anſwer to the premeditated 
Objections of a learned Adverſary; who 


may diſpute againſt their Senſes, ſophiſti- 
_ © cally prove that Graſs is not Green; and 
[thus urge the great Priviledge of the 


* Romiſh Church, upon thoſe who may 
« plead FEST e 


« Fourthly, THAT they underſtand lit- 
* tle thereof, or of the State of any foreign 


Church; which requires more Skill and 
Reading, than is ſuitable to their Con- 
dition; that they are Members of the 
Church of Exgland, which is a true Ca- 
. « tholick 
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* tholick and Apoſtolick Church, into 


© which they were admitted by Baptiſm, 
* and have held Communion with her in 
all her Offices; and conſequently to ſe- 
* Parate from this Church is downright 
* Schiſm, in the proper Notion of it, being 
© a cauſeleſs Separation from that Part of 
© the Viſible Church of which they are 
Members; which muſt be prov'd to be 
© unſound, unſafe, hazardous to Salvation 
© to. hold Doctrines defective or falſe, to 
deny Truths, or Duties, or require ſome 
© unlawful Terms of Communion in Faith, 
or Worſhip; before Separation can be 
< provid a Duty. Thus he admoniſhes 
them to anſwer the Popiſh Emiſſary, Oc. 


fh, TO deſire his Arguments upon 
* theſe Points in writing; which if he re- 


fuſes, they are to ſuſpect him for a Cheat, 


and one fearing the Light; but if he 
grants, they are to bring the Paper to 
© kim their lawful Paſtor ; ho comes thus 
* zealouſly and faithfully to conclude his 
* admonition.? Which was ſeconded the 
next Year, with a Defence againſt a Pa- 
fiſh Tract, call'd the Plain man's Anſwer to 


bis general and ſpecial Exceptions; where 


the Doctor briefly replies; ©. finding them 
< weak and trifling, only full of Boaſting 


and Pretenſions to Infallibility in the 
Church and Prieſts of Rome above any 
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© other; tho? there is greater Uncertainty, 
more Diviſions, and Diverſity of Opini- 
© ons, (even in matters of Faith) in their 
* own Church, than ours; and their Prieſts 
© are ſo far from Interpreting Scripture 
© Infallibly, that there is nothing more falli- 
© ble, and contradicting than the vaſt 
Volumes of Popiſh Commentators, pub- 
© liſhd with the uſual Approbations, and 
© Permiſſu Superiorum, as he ſhews; and 
© concludes with an Expoſtulation here- 
upon to the Scribling Miſſioner, whom 
© he engages again more cloſely the Year 
* following, with a Diſcourſe againſt the 
Infallibility of the Church of Rome, dedi- 
6. cated to the Popiſh Prieſts, vulgarly calPd 
© Miſſonaries. | | 
HER E he addreſſes them with all 
'Civility, under the Stile of Reverend 
Fathers, and fo urges them with all Ear- 
neſtneſs to prove the Infallibility of their 
Church; admoniſhing them to fix upon 
this. ſhort and compendious Method, 
which may decide the many particular 
Points of Controverſy betwixt us; fo he 
proceeds diſtinctly to examine, what this 
Infallibility doth ſignifie, whether firſt 
Indefectibility, or Duration, which he 
proves neither to be true, nor ſufficient; 
nor anſwering thoſe Ends for which this 
Privilege is pretended; if they cou'd 


reaſonably apply all the Promiſes of Pro- 


tection and Preſervation to the Roman 
| Church; 
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Church, as if it were the Church Ca- 


tholick; which is the noted Miſtake of 
their Writers, moſt contradictory, and 
nothing but their own confident Suppo- 
ſal, without the leaſt Manner of Proof; 
ſince it is evident, that a Particular can't 
be an Univerſal; no Part can be the 
Whole of any Thing; and no Church 
can be term'd Catholick, but ſo far as 
it is Orthodox, and holds the Catholick 
Faith, as the Church of Enxglaud: So 
Denmark, or any other particular Church 
more than Rome, which can only be 
a Member of the Univerſal; and may 
thus be a true Church, tho' very cor- 
rupt; as a Man may be truly a Man, 
tho* very dangerouſly ſick : Yet as no 
ſound or healthy Perſon would change 
Conditions with him, ſo neither would an 

ſenſible Man ſeparate from the Church 


of England, for that of Rome, any more 


than run out of a ſound Boat into a 
leaky one, and hazard Drowning, when 
he may be ſafe. 

THUS he goes on to examine their 
other Notion of Infallibility. As Second- 
h, The infallible Direction of the Church 
© of Rome, as if they had an infallible 
Judge among them, which they think 
« neceſſary upon theſe Two Accounts. 

1. TO interpret Scriptures. 2. To end 
Controverſies. Hereupon he juſtly de- 
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mands, Who is the infallible Judge? Who 
< this unerring Guide? Where may he be 
© found to be conſulted and follow'd ? Is 
© he ſome authoris'd Perſon, or Perſons, 
« repreſenting the whole Body? Then he 
© muſt be either the Pope, which the more 
© ſober and learned Papiſis uſually reject, 
6 as a weak and ungrounded Opinion: Or 
they agree Secondly, in a General Coun- 
ci, tho? there be none now ſitting in uy 
Fart of the Chriſtian: World; and thofe 
«© that have been, and confirm'd by their 
< Popes, have actually erred, have con- 
« demn'd each other, and made contradi- 
« tory Definitions and Decrees, which 
© can't determine themſelves, nor explain 
d their own Meaning; a Privilege (if 
granted to any Writing) moſt peculiar 
* to the Holy Scriptures, as written by 
« infallible Inſpiration, G c. 
THUS he explodes their pretended 
Infallibility, and in the Concluſion, de- 
mands again, What it ſignifies, whence 
they had it; or where we Proteſiants, 
© (Who are ſo much upbraided with the 
* Want of it) may find it? What Contro- 
* verſes it hath decided? What Texts of 
« Scripture hath it explain'd ? What Diffe- 
* rences hath it compoſed ? | 
WHICH brings him to his Fourth and 
laſt Tract 9 Pofery, in 
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A full Defence of the former Diſcourſe, as 


gainſt the Miſſionaries Auſwer: Being 
a farther Examination of the pretended 
Infallibility of the Church of Rome; or 
as intitled in the firſt Impreſſion, A De 
fence of the Plain Man's Reply to the 
Catholick Mi ſſionaries, &c. 

Imprimatur Guil. Needham, R. R. in Chri- 
ſto Patri ac D. D. Willelmo Archiep. 
Cant. à ſacris Domeſt. March 29. 1688. 


H E prefaces this Book with an Adver- 


tiſement and Argument, containing the 


Occaſion of ſome Papers that lately paſs'd 


betwixt a Romiſh Miſſioner, and a Coun- 


try Parſon, upon the Account of an ho- 
neſt Farmer, or Plain-man, of his Pariſh, 
whom a Romiſh Prieſt endeavour'd there 
to pervert with this Suggeſtion (as he 
tells us in the Introduction) That, as with- 


out Faith there is no Salvation, ſo without 
Infallibility there is no Faith; and that this 


zs only to be found in the Church of Rome; 


for which the Plain-man demanded his 
Proofs in Writing, deliver'd them to his Par- 


ſon, and fo brought on regularly the whole 
Conference; which the Doctor here en- 
larges, againſt the Popiſþ Infallibility and 
Supremacy ; aniwering all their Preſump- 


tions of Catholiciſm, and Pretences to a 


Succeſſion of St. Peter, as Prince of the 
D 4 | Apo- 
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| ſtles, clearing the many Prophecies 
and Promiſes in Holy Scriprure concern- 
ing the Jewiſh and Chriſtian Church, 
without their Infallibility ; referring them 
to Dr. Cave's Diſſertation of the Govern- 
ment of the ancient Church; and to Arch- 
biſhop Bramhal for the Exemption of, the 
Britiſh Churches from all Foreign Juriſ- 
ditions; as likewiſe to the learned Dr. Bar- 
rows Treatiſe of the Pope's Supremacy ; 
which is oppoſed by the greateſt Part of 
the Catholick Church, or Company of Be- 
lievers (profeſſing the Faith of Chriſt) 
diſpersd and ſpread over the Face of the 
whole World; who refuſe Communion 
with the Biſhop of Rome, proteſt againſt 
his Uſurpations, Errors, Oc. So he proves 
their Church to be the moſt fallible and 
corrupt Part of the Catholick; and that 
after all their ShuMings and Shiftings, 
and their various uncertain Diſcourſes about 
Infallibility, with ſuch Diffidence and 
Caution ; they can ſcarce believe it them- 
ſelves, -and can never find even their laſt 
Refuge, in a general Council, of an uner- 
ring Guide, as they have no ſuch Judge 
now in being; which wr they greatly 


want to explain, and juitify the Decrees 


of the laſt, as he particularly inſtances in 
one, moſt notoriouſly contrary to our Sa- 
viour's poſitive Command and Inſtitution 
of the Cup or Wine, as well as the Bread, 
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in his Holy Supper, equally bleſſing them 
both; but giving the Cup to his Diſciples 
with this peculiar Injunction, (that none 
might ever be depriv'd of it) ſaying, Drink 
ye all of this, Mat. xxvi. 27. yet how hei- 
nouſly contradictory is the Injunction of 
thejr moſt admir'd Councils now, vis. 
Conſtance and Trent, in theſe Words; 


ALTHO' our Redeemer hath inſtituted 
the Sacrament in his laſt _ and deli- 
ved it unto the Apoſtles in both Kinds, yet 
© the Synod hath decreed that it ſhould be re- 
ceivꝰd for a Law, That the Sacrament be 
* adminiſtred in one Kind; and whoſoever 
* ſhall ſay, that by the Command of God, all 
© the Faithful ought to receive in both Kinds, 
let him be accurſed. Concil. Conft. Seff. 
13. Concil. Trident. Seſſ. 21. Cap. 2. 3. 


Can. 1. Now this is juſtly controverted. 


AND whereas the Church of England, 
in Obedience to our Lord here, as to his 
laſt Precept, in every Reſpect teaching 
her People to obſerve all things whatſo- 
ever he hath commanded, Mat. xxviii. 20. 
© hath thus determin'd, 'The Cup of the Lord 
6 1s not to be deny d to the Lay-People ; for 
« both the Parts of the Lord's Sacrament 


© by Chriſ!*s Ordinance and Commandment, 


* ought to be miniſtred to all Chriſtians 
alike, Acts. xxx. 4 
| WHERE- 


— — 


| 
! 


WHEREUPON, both Reaſon and 
Scripture may determine (as in many other 
Inſtances) whether Church is in the right, 
as every plain Man may ſee, and how thei 

dead Councils and dead Canons can be no 
otherwiſe explain'd; and thus eaſily con- 


clude, as there is no general Council actu- 


ally now fitting, ſo there is no living in- 
fallible Judge in the preſent Church of 
Rome, according to their own Principles; 
as he proves to the End, and conſequently 
overturns the whole Babel of Popery. 
THUS far he guarded his Flock a- 
gainſt the Attempts of Popiſh Inſinua- 
tions and Powers; . as againſt all Licen- 
tiouſneſs of evil Principles and Practices in 
the following Reign, which would daring- 
ly revive old Hereſies, Rebellions, and 
Anarchy; beſides growing bold in Malice 
and Wickedneſs without Controul ; af 
fronting all Power, deſpiſing both Divine 
and Human Laws, to the Encreaſe of A- 


theiſm, Vice, Immorality, Prophaneneſs 


and Blaſphemy. 
'T HIS he thought our moſt deplorable 


Caſe, undeniably apparent from an Happy 


Revolution, which he ſaw ſo wickedly a- 
bus'd ; whence irreligious Politicians and 
Libertines have. fat ſo looſe to all facred 


Authority, and given ſuch ill Examples, 
that neither the Anointed of the LORD, 
nor the ordain'd Prieſts of GOD, can have 


their 


Dr. William Asſheton. 39 


their due Regard, Maintenance, Eſteem, 
Honour, or Obedience, according to Law 
and Goſpel. This he look d upon as the 
greateſt Tryals of faithful Paſtors, who 
are to fight with worſe Beaſts than St. Paul 
met at Epheſus ; with Nominal Chriſtians, 
that are no Men, worſe than Jews or 
Turks, that deny their very Immortal 
Souls, and have not half the Religion or 
Loyalty of moral Heathens; which ren- 
der'd him the more Zealous to inculcate all 
true Religion and Loyalty together. 
THEREFORE, in legal Obedience 
to their Majeſties Injunctions againſt Blaſ- 
phemy, Swearing and Curling, Perjuries, 
Drunkenneſs, and Prophanation of the 
LOR D's Day; he firſt endeavour'd to con- 
vince and filence the Hectors of Satan; 
in A Short Diſcourſe againſt Biaſphemy, 
1691. Being, a Conference with M. S. 
concerning | | 


Firſt, The Rudeneſs of Atheiſtical Diſ- 


courſe. 


EO Secondly, The Certainty and Eternity of 
Hell Torments. ' 


Thirdly, The Truth and Authority of the 
Holy Scriptures, | 


TO 
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TO this he was provok'd (as himſelf 
told me) by a vaunting prophane Wit at a 
Gentleman's Table, whom he thus con- 
futed ; and ever after (inſtead of diſputing 
with ſuch) he tender'd them theſe little 
/Two-penny Books, with the reſt that fol- 
low upon proper Occaſions. As 


Secondly, His Diſcourſe againſt Drunken- 
eſs, 1692. W 


T HIS Sin he explains as an irregular 
and immoderate Uſe of Liquors ; anſwer- 
ing all the Pretences or Excuſes for it, and 
declaring the greatneſs of the Vice, the ag- 
gravating Circumſtances, and ſad Conſe- 
"quences, as deſtructive to a Man's Soul, 
Body, Reputation, and Eſtate, by its At- 
tendant Sins of Idleneſs, Whoring, and 
Gaming; how faſhionable ſoever, yet e- 
ternally pernicious. So he concludes with 
this Memorandum to the Guilty, That 
Drunkards ſhall not inherit the Ringdom of 
God. Then reſolve me, Whether it is not 
better to be clowniſhly Sober, than faſhiona- 
Y Damm d? 

IN the fame manner (purſuant to the 
Acts of Parliament; As againſt the odious 
and loathſome Sin of Drunkenneſs;, And ſo 
prophane Swearing, &c. with the King's 
Injunctions to the Clergy thereupon, to 
ſuppreſs Debauchery and Prophaneneſs; 8 

I e 
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he ſignifies i in the Titles and Introductions 


of theſe little Books) he publiſnes 


'E hirdly, i in the fame Year 1692. 4 Dif. 
courſe againſt Swearing and Curfing , admo- 
moniſhing the Guilty from theſe I Thi ee To- 
picks, that prophane Swearing and Curſing 
Is, 


Firſt, Rude and Boifterous in . to 
Man. 1 : 


Scbondy; Dang 4 provoking i in re- 
ſpe 4 * 0 GOD. A 


T hirdly, Vain bn unprofitable 55 re- 
pelt to themſelves: And in Concluſion, 
proving their Excuſe for ſuch an extrava- 
gant Practice, more idle and baron 


© 1. To ſay you were in Paſſion, is 
but to aggravate your Guilt. Becauſe you 
© are affronted by your Fellow Creatüre, 
Will you fly in the Face of God? This 


Were to ſtab your Father, becauſe Your 


6 ns hath ſtruck you. 


2. TO affir that unleſs you fvear, 

you can't be believ'd, is to proclaim your 
« own Diſgrace ; ſince an honeſt Man 's 
© Word will be better than your Oath. 


— 


3. K 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| - 
| 
| 
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3. Il che Loſiinefs of the Sound, and 
e thence the graceful' Accent and Loudneſs 
© of an Oath ſhall be pretended; know 
© then, tis the very, Language of Hell; 
© where will. be N . with a Witneſs. 
There will be Roaring, and Fan, 
© and Curſing to all Eternity. 


\< CONSIDER this,'O ye ati Swear- 
c ers, and be wiſe in Tine. Take heed 
© to your Ways, that you offend not with 
© your Tongue. If for every idle Word 


«that Men ſhall ſpeak, then doubtick for 


* every profane Oath, they ſhall give Ac- 
© count. thereof in tlie Day, of . 
„ Werds thou thalt be can 

Pray Therefore wich Dowd... Set a 
* Watch, O Lord, before my Hour, and 
4 £\ keep rhe Door of 85 "09" Tr 


80. in the Year g following, 1695 ts 


| wa Directions in * to the ſuppreſſing 


of Debauchery and Pro phaneneſs ;. obſerv- 

ing, That tho there are large Complaints 
< againſt the Debauchery of the preſent Age; 

et; bleſſed be GOD, Wickedneſs is ſo far 

þ — eſtabliche by a Law, that 

the ſtricteſt Legal Methods are employ d 


© to reſtrain it. Their Majeſties do not 
© only diſcountenance Vice, by the vertu- 
© ous Example of their own "ſacred * 
but 
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but alſo. by their Authority, in the Let- 
© ters; Proclamations, and repeated Or- 
« ders, iſſued thereupon, But, Quid, Les 

ges 7 ne Moribus? The beſt conſtituted 
© Laws will be of no uſe, without a due 
Execution. If the Penalties of our Laws, 
© thro! the Cowardice or Contrivance of 
« inferiour Magiſtrates, {hall not be inflict- 


© ed; Offenders will foon be inſolent, Eur 
c never reform'd. 


* THIS very Conlideration hath awa- 
ken d the Zeal of many pious Men; 
© who. out. of a due Senſe of their Duty to 
* GOD and their Country, are deſign. 
© ing a Method to reform theſe Abüſes. 
A Y indication of whofe Undertaking he 
leaves to another Author's late Trac there- 
upon; and proceeds in a faithful Plainneſs 
ro mind them of their mn „kor 
Inſtances. 


„ INNOcRN CV. 

2. INDUSTRY. 

3. COURAGE. 

4 CAUTION. Which laſt he takes 


the Freedom to commend to them! in theſe 
followin g Inſtances. 


„ 
Ou. TD e PPP „ „ * 
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- © x. AVOID Popularity. Do not va- 
clue your ſelves upon the Character of 
KReformers, &c. e 
. AVOID AﬀeRation in your Lan- 
© guage, or in your Looks, Sc. 

© 3. BE moderate in your Proceedings. 


„Be not raſh and violent in your Methods 
of Reformation, c. 1 


© 4. BE unanimous: Let not Diffe- 


< rence in Opinion diſorder your Proceed- 


© ings, Oc. $6 ol 
THIS he obſerves in particular refe- 


rence to Church-Men and Diſſenters, both 
. honeſtly joining in this good Work; as 
there are well-meaning honeſt Men of all 


Perſwaſions, whoſe Diviſions and Diſtin- 
tions he laments; and thus with equal 
Charity and Zeal. he concludes his Addreſs 


to all; 


1 were, indeed, heartily to be wiſh'd, 
That theſe diſtinguiſhing Names were 
© utterly aboliſÞd ; that all Proteſtants 
were. perfectly united; and that ſuch an 
© Expedient could be found, as might ef- 
. fectually do it. We hope and breath for 
"It 

© IN the Interim, let not the Devil 
© (who ſeeks the Ruin of you both) _ | 

= | Ad- 
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Advantage of your Diviſions. Why may 


.* not thoſe who difter in Judgment, be 
united in Affection? And therefore (to 


© expreſs my ſelf in Military Language) 


_£ tho? we are Ann Regimented, yet 
y 


let us all unanimouſly fight under our 
© GENERAL, the Captain of our Salva- 
tion, to deſtroy the Devil's Kingdom. 
© Be Strong, and of, a good Courage, and 


© the GOD of Peace ſhall bruiſe Satan un- 
| © der your Feet ſhortly. Fzally, Bre- 


© thren, farewel; be Perfect, be of good 


Comfort, be of one Mind, live in Peace, 
and the GOD of Love and Peace ſhall 


be with you. | 


AE TER theſe his publick Attempts 


againit the growing Vice and Impiety of 
the Age ; which yet he would not Nie Na- 


tional Crimes, nor any Iniquity ſuch, but 
What the Law of any Nation ſhould con- 
firm, or allow, as I have heard him ar- 
gue; and thereupon hope that they would 
not produce ſuch National Calamities, as 


we all juſtly fear'd, and he chiefly dreaded 
from our manifold Diviſions: The bare 
Allowance of ſome he felt, and withſtood 


in his Pariſh; ſeeing a ſeparate Congrega- 


tion ſet up and encourag'd therein, and 

himſelf challeng'd by the Teacher, whom 

he civilly anſwer'd, and then publiſh'd a 

larger Work for their Conviction, with 

this Title and Imprimatur, as ſome of the 

foregoing had, with his Name, Oc. 
E . 
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A Confeitnts with an Anabaptiſt. bert E 


Concerning the Subject of aptiſm. Be- 
ing a Defence of Infant-Baptiſm. By 
William Asſheton, D. D. Rector of 
Beckenham ia Kent, and Chaplain to 
his Grace the Duke of Ormond. Printed 
in London. 


| 1 Nov. 640 1694. Ra. Barker, 


R. R. in Chriſto Patri ac D. D. Joanni 
Archie. Cant. à Sacris Domeſt. 


THIS Book he direfts to his Wing 


| Friends and Pariſhioners of Beckenhani; 


and gives us the Subſtance of it in the 


; Contents, Which TI ſhall only nter ibe 


here. 


The berge of the Conference. Page bo. 


The Anabaptiſt”s chief Objection againſt In- 
fant-Baptiſm propos d. 


: 4 
Their Pretence to an expreſs C ommand, i im. 


pertinent aud unreaſonable. 8 


"Mp being grounded upon a falſe Potii;- 


ple, viz. Nothing ought to be done inthe 
Worſhip of GOD, withoat expreſs f 
mand in Scripture, 


| This Printiple contradifted by their own 


Practice, in Three Inſtances. 


I. Ob. 


. 
Ll 


77 


Infant. capable of Church. Memberſbip. 41 


+ 


Infants nor excluded, 


C4 
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. 


I. Obſervation of the LORD's Day. 13 
II. Taking an Od. 20 
III. Communicating Women. WE 
N 1511 in „ fl , £ . „ 


The there is no expreſs Command, yet 
here is @ virtual, implicit, and conſe- 


guential Command. © 2 


S 


Aud this the Anabaptiſts themſelves ac- 


"© knowledge ta be ſufficient. Page 31 
The . Baptiſm of Infants provid from their 
-: Church-Memberſhip. 33 
The Notion of Charch-Memberſhip explain d. 

5 


Infants Believers, and in what Senſe. 64 
Church-Memberſhip an Advantage to In- 
fants. : 2.60, 


Infants not excluded from being Charch« 
No. Direct Propibition. | ; 7 6 


Nor Conſequential. . 
Jaded, from Mat. xxviii. T8, 
19, 20. Nor from Mark xvi. 16. 78 

Not from the Order of the Words. © 88 
Nor- from the Qualifications of Faith and 
Repentance, requir'd either in theſe, or 
aj other Places in Scripture. 92 
The Queſtions and Anſwers inthe Catechiſm, 
. What is requir'd of Perſons to be bap- 
tis d? &c. explain d, and vindicatęd. 


""M 2 | A F- 
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"AFTER this Conference ſo fairly ſta- 
ted, we hear no more of thoſe Adverſaries, 
who broke up this Meeting, and did not 
provoke him to a Second Part. Which 
made him return from uneaſy Controver- 
ſy, to his more pleaſing Exerciſe in Practi- 
cal Divinity, Whereof all his Sermons 
were full; ſo he made another Treatiſe, 
of a Sermon he had preach'd at Court be- 
fore the late Queen Mary, and dedicated it 


to her Royal Conſort, as enlarg d under 
this Title, ns. — 


A Diſcourſe concerning a Death-Bed Re- 


F FOR the Subſtance. hereof, I ſhall tran- 

ſcribe the Preface, the Contents, and the 

_ Cloſe, at large. In the Preface, he ſeems 

to make this, as his next following Work, 

introductory to a third, which appear'd 

not till ſome Years after them both. So he 
begins here this Preface. 1 


HAVING made my {elf a Debtor 
tothe Publick for A Plain Method of De- 
vot ion for ſick and dying Perſons ; and one 
chief Part of that Devotion, being the 
© Exerciſe of a true Repentance (for the 

. © Miniſter who viſits the ſick Perſon, is di 
_ © rected by the Church of England to exa 
mine, Whether he repent him truly oi 
_ > [is 


* 


— ee 


_ — — 
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© his Sins?) leſt Men ſhould from hence be 
© encourag'd to defer their Repentance to 
ta ſick and dying Bed (as if they might 
© ſafely enjoy their Sins in their Health, 
6 becauſe they are admoniſh'd to repent 
©: when they come to die,) I have therefore 
© very Fairhfull examin'd that. Matter; 
© and have endeavour'd in the following 
© Treatiſe to convince them, That tho 

© Repentance, as all other Graces, muſt 
© be exercis'd and improv*'d upon the Ap- 


© proach of Death (for our Lamps muſt 


be trimmed when the Bridegroom comes) 
© yet a Death-Bed Repentance is neither 


comfortable, nor ſafe. 


The Soul is imm ortal, and ſhal I be eternally 


either bat) or miſerable. Page 1 
This Life the only Time to fit and prepare 
us for our future eternal State. 2 


The Vicious, Senſual, and Impenitent, ſhall 


be miſerable. Ibid. 
8 as are obedient to the Laws of the 
oſpel ſhall be happy 3 
Hence it is both our Intereſt and Duty to 
take care of our Souls, and provide for 
Eternity. | Ibid, 
But this generally neglected, andwhy. Ibid. 
The Caſe of a Death Bed Repentance ſtrict. 
H examined, and in what Method. 5 

Poa E 3 What 


The EIFE of 
4 is meant by Jy a Death. 1 . 


eee ee, wil 


The vulgar Notion of Repentante. 

Which yer, as is ſhew Wa, 15 10 Goſpel 1 

r 

What Rept mite 7 is ſauing. 

How far, and in what. manner, a f c 44 

i Ber ſon can be able to vepen. 13 

feen die, Men, when they come to die, nay ay 

- Wickes Mo be Sims, © 16 

7565 may alſo be very ſorry for their 58 

| They 9 may earneſtly beg Pardon for 12 75 
15. 


They may make very ſerious Reſolutions: of 

Amendment. "0 
Toey may make Reſtitution. _ 20 
Whether all this will amount to trite Re- 


entance. | n 
of the Labourers in the Via ine yard. A 
he Caſe * the Thief en the e Croſs. 49 

| 1 ” n 
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© T have now faithfully rep Rds the 
© Uncertainty and Danger 9 a Death- Bed 
c Repentance, and have plainly admoniſh- 
cd you, That if ye neglect to repent 
© now, and defer this aber Work to 
4 you k know not when hercafter, you have 


* juſt. 


_— 7 _ U 1 1 1 
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juſt Cauſe to fear you will never repent. 


For, either you may be prevented by a 
© ſudden Stroke, and fo. your Repentance 
is impoſſible; or elſe diſturb'd with the 
* Pains and Tortures of a languiſhing Bed: 
© Which, indeed, may diſtract you with 


* Remorſe, with Horror and Deſpair ; but 


it is much to be fear'd, without true Re- 
JJ 3 
do much hope (and do earneſtly 
pray) that what J have now ſaid on this 
Subject, may make its due Impreſſion 
upon you: But the more effectually to 
perſwade you, give me leave to ie 
my Admonitions, with the noted Words 
of a truly Great and Good Man, now 
with GOD. „ 5 
LET no Man deceive you with vain 
Words, or with falſe Notions of a {light 
and ſudden Repentance. Do not delude 
your ſelves with vain Hopes, that this 
Work may be done at any time, and in an 
Inſtant ; and'that if you can but faſhion 
your laſt Breath into, LORD have Mercy 
upon me, this will prevail with GOD, 
and make Atonement tor the long Courſe 
of a wicked and ſinful Lite. 
© WHAT ſtrange Thoughts have 
© Men of GOD and Heaven? As if Hea- 
ven were an Hoſpital, founded on pur- 
© poſe. to receive all ſick and maim'd Per- 
ſons; that when they can live no longer 
"MS RE 
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© tothe Luſts of the Fleſh, and ſinful Plea- 
© ſures of this World, need but put up a 
© cold Petition to be admitted there. 
© NO, no, as ſure as GOD is true, they 
© ſhall never ſee the Kingdom of GOD, 
< who. inſtead of ſeeking it in the firſt 
© place, make it their laſt Refuge and Re- 
< treat, and when they find themſelves 
© under the Sentence of Death and Dam- 
© nation, only to avoid preſent Execu- 
« tion; and ſince there is no other Reme- 
dy, do at laſt bethink themſelves of get- 
© ting to Heaven, and fall upon their 
© Knees, to petition the great Judge of the 
© World, that they may be tranſported 
EZ — Cn 7 4 hes 
CAN any Man, in reaſon, expect 
© that ſuch a Petition will be granted? I 
« tell you, nay; but except you repent 
< ſooner, and at a fitter Time, and after a 
better Faſhion, you ſhall certainly periſh. 
As much as GOD defires the Salvation of 
the Soul, He will not proftitute Heaven, 
and ſet the Gates of it wide open to thoſe 
who only fly to it in Extremity, but ne- 
ver ſought it in good earneſt; nor, indeed, 
do now care for it, or deſire it for any 
other Reaſon, but to excuſe them from 
« going to Hell: They have no Value for 
© Heaven, becauſe they are no ways fit 
« for it; but yet they think Hell to be the 
£ worle Place of the two. / 
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tk ſo unwiſe, as to venture all my Hopes of 
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I am afraid this is the true Interpreta- 
tion of many a Man's Repentance, who 


| © hath deferr'd it till he comes to die. I 
do not ſpeak this to diſcourage Repen- 


© tance, even at that Time. I deny not 


© thePoſlibility of the Thing; but to ſpeak. 


© the beſt of it, it is a very dangerous Re- 
< medy. For, alas! How unfit are moſt 
Men at ſuch a Time for ſo great and ſe- 
© rious a Work as Repentance is, when 
they are unfit for the ſmalleſt Matter; 
and how hard is it. for any Man, then 
to be aſſur'd of the Truth and Reality of 
his Repentance, when there is no ſuffi- 
cient Opportunity to make trial of the 
Sincerity of it? I deſire to have as large 
Apprehenſions of the Mercy of GOD as 
an Man; but withal, I am very ſure, 
that he is the hardeſt to be impos d on of 
any one in the World: And no Man that 
hath any worthy Apprehenſions of the 
Deity, can imagine him to be ſo eaſy, as 
© to forgive Men upon the laſt Word and 


© TIntimation of their Minds; and to have 


© {ſuch a Fondneſs for Offenders, as would 
reflect upon the Prudence of any Magi- 
£ ſtrate and Governour upon Earth. 

© GOD grant that I may ſincerely en- 


© deavour to live a holy and virtuous Life, 
and may have the Comfort of that when 


I come to die; and that I may never be 


a. 
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ca bleſſed Eternity upon a Death- Bed Re- 
Fent ance. N 5 


Thus, in like manner, may we view his 
next Publication of the ſame Lear, 1696. 
A Theological Diſcourſe of Laſt Wills and 
Teſtaments; which he dedicates to his 
Grace James Duke of Ormond, Chancellor 
of the Univerſities of Oxford and Dublin, 
Knight of the moſt Noble Order of the Gar- 
ter, &c. The Subſtance hereof you may 
likewiſe ſee in the following Contents. 


The Deſign of this Treatiſe, Page 2. 
That Divines. may diſcourſe of Laſt Wills 
and Teſtaments, and how. 3 
DireFtions concerning Laſt Wills and Teſta- 
EF” Ts a. 


I. Make your Will in your Health. Ibid. 
For, 1. If you defer it to your fick Bed, you 
may 772 never make it at all. 4 
Or, 2. It is then moſt commonly imperfect 
aud defettive. | 7 

3. Diſturbing to the dying Teſtator. 12 


II. Make à Chriſtian Will. 15 
III. Moke 4 Prudem Will, 19 


Dr: William Asffieton, 7 5 


Expreſsthis Prudence 
r. In the Form of Words and Plmaſes, i in 
' which the Will is drawnand  compos'd. 


bid; 
2. In the Sulje®-matter of the Will; the 


Diſtribution i an Eſtate WHEY Real 
or Perſonal. 2 . a 


IV. Make 4 juf Will. 


24 

The Nature of Reli. b 
The Reaſon of it. PU eee It ie aol 
73 

FO 


V. Make a Charitable Will. 


It is the Duty of a Clem — on 1 
move fick and dying P. = to be. 2 


to the Poor. = b 
Charity commended by St. Paul. 35 
By St. ſames. 1 5 0 
B St. John. 8 . : 41 


our Bleſſed Given W 

And ina the Law and the Prophets, 8 289 
Motives to Charity. 

1. Charity to the Poor makes us like unto 
GOD. 1 5 1 

2. It is an Act of Tuſtice. 

3. Tie the moſt proper Expreſſion of RE 
Gratitude to God. 

4. "Tis an AF of Prudence, and of great 
Advantage to our ſelves, _ 

I. With reve to this Life. 


I. To 


| 
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1. To preſerve 1. Ude Sanctiß 
an Eſtate. WY i 4 62, 25 


U. dar frall be be rewarded i in the Life to. 
come. 


Pleas and 8 to 0 geg the Neglect of 
Charitable Diſtributions. 


Plea 1. Preſſi ing of Charity i 15 Pepifh. 
Anſwer'd. 78 
Plea 2. The Laws have hi for the 


Poor. 


Anſwer' d. Al 13 $6 


Plea 3. My fate i 2 but all 


Anfwer'd. 


Plea 4. Thave a Wi fe and Children: to e 


vide for, Debts to * Kr. 


Anfwerd | 83 
Plea 5. There are o many Objefts of Chari= 


ty, Tmay give away all my an. Ir 


Anfwer d. 87 
v__ 6. T will remember the Poor when I 
3 

Anſwer d. 8 

Plea 7. C harity i is ; often abu d, _ Lega- 

' Ciesare perverted. 

Anſwer d. 

Ppor Widows and Children of C * mol 
humbly * | 97 


As 
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4n Alliract of the Charter for Relief of 
Poor 2 and Children of Clergy- 
nen. 1 


Then he comes to Controverſy again, 
with a Collection, as occaſion' d by the bold 
Socinians. So he publiſhes in the Year 


Trinity. Being an Anſwer to this 
Queſtion, Why do you believe the Do- 
Qrine of the Trinity? Collected from 
the Works of the moſt Reverend Dr. John 
Tillotſon, late Lord Archbiſhop f Can- 
terbury, and the Right Reverend Dr. Ed- 
Ward Stillingfleet, zow Lord Biſhop f 
 - Worceſter. Printed at London, 1679. 


A Seaſonable Vindication je the Bleſſed | 


All ſhewn in theſe Contents and the 
m 

The Doctrine of the Trinity is a very Ratio- 
PFF e Bape x 
" What is meant hy this Word Trinity, and 
| what Doctriues concerning it are propo- 
ed to our Belief? ' - - 1 
What is Faith or Belief in general. 5 
Why webelieve the Doctrine of the Trinity? 


IO 


How 


. 


Vveabd it? 


Son, and Holy Ghoſt, is incomprehenſi- 


78 Me LA EE C 


How it can be prov'd that GOD hath re- 
Object. Weitber:#he Nord Trinity, aor the 
Mord Perſon, are to be found in Scrip. 


e. . 


Object. Tis the Doctrine f the Athanaſian 

Creed, therefore the Clergy. of the Church 
of England are reſolv'd to defend it. 

Anſw. 19 


Object. Tic above Renſan. Anſw. 22 
Object. ITis not repugnant. to Reaſon. to be- 
eve ſame: Things which are incampre hen. 
fibls by our \Reaſon. 7 
Object. Ti- cantraſy t o Renſon. ; Anſw. 44 
Object. Three Diuine Perſons, are Ibree 


W 71 


Divine Subſtances, therefore Three GODS. 


| 4 Anſw. 


The Parallel between. the Trinity aud 6 
Ffulſtantiation largely conſider d. 75 


The CLOSE. 


The Unitarians cannot deny, that ma- 


_ - © ny: things certainly are, the particular 


manner of whoſe Exiſtence we can nei- 
ther comprehend, nor explain: There- 


- © fore, tho? the particular manner of the 
Exiſtence of theſe three Differences, or 


© Perſons in the Divine Nature, expreſs d 
in Scripture by the Names of Father, 


ble 
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ble by our finite Underſtandings, and in. 
55 explicable by us; that is, tho“ the man- 
ner of the Union and Diſtinction between 
them, is above our Reach and Compre- 
henſion; yet conſidering the infinite Per- 
fections of the Divine Nature, which are 
ſo far above our Reach, GOD may juſtly 
oblige us. to believe thoſe things concern- 
ing himſelf, which we are not able to 
comprehend. 
AND of this, I hope, I have given a 
ſufficient Account in the foregoing Diſ- 
courſe. a 


A 


A a A 


500 


TO theſe he adds another ſmall Col- 
lection, in the Year 1698. from Dr. auc 
Barrow, \ EntituPd, ' 4 Brief State of the 

Socinian Controverſy, concerning à Trinity 
iu Unity. Shewing-how-the Sacred Frini- 
ty may be conſider'd, either as it is in it 
ſelf wrapt up in inexplicable Folds of My- 
ſtery, or as it hath diſcover'd it ſelf opera- 
ting in wonderful Methods of Grace to- 
Wards us. So he concludes, That the pro- 
per Employment of our Mind about theſe 
Myſteries, is not to ſearch and ſpeculate in- 
to them, to diſcourſe elegantly and boldly 
about them, but with a pious Credulity to 
embrace them; with all humble Reſpecł to 

adore them. | ot a 
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WHERE U 3 in the . Year 
he returns to Practice again, ' publiſhing 
The Plain May's Bewerte 5 Par I. In a 
© Method of Daily Devotion, and then à Me- 
| thod of Devotion for the LORD's Day. Both 
fitted to the meaneſt Capacities; and they 
are both ſpecify'd in his Preface to the lat- 
ter, which I give you at large, as directed 
to his Pariſhoners'of Beckenham. 


III have given you Directions in a former 
< Treatiſe, for your Daily Devotion, How 
© to pray with your Self and Fg. both 
Morning and Evening. And alſo how 
to order your Converſation all the Teſt of 
_ © the Day; both as to Thoughts, Words, 
© and Actions. GOD give you Grace to 
make a right uſe of them. 
II ſhall' now proceed by the fame gra- 
cious Aſſiſtance, with equal Plainneſs, to 
© inftruQ you how to obſerve and ſanctify 
— Da: 9 et oe 
© INDEED, the Controverſies about 
the Sabbath have been large and perplex- 
© ing (the Devil attempting by ſuch Dif⸗ 
© putes to divert our Practice) but as to the 
_ © Subſtance of the Command, vis. That 
© fome Portion of Time ſhould be ſer apart 
for Reſt and Publick Devotion, tis a 
© known Dictate of Natural Reaſon; and 
Las ſuch is univerſally practis d by Jew, 


Ws, 


D 1 
8 "6! 
y * 1 
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d | Mahometans,. and Heathens, as well as 


0 Chriſtians. 


THE main Difficulty ; is to nn 
© what: Proportion of Time is to be ſet a. 
* park for Publick Worſhip. . | 


Wy Why One D ir Seven? ? 
"= Why the Firſt Day of ble net is to 


© be eb ſerd by by #s C ee rather than 


0 the Seventh, EY 


any other 


14 WHEREIN I ſhall endebiour your 
Satisfaction in theſe following Propoi - 
* tions, which I. ſhall barely lay down 
without any Illuſtration, they having, 

© you know, been explain d and confirm d 
in another Place. Wm 


. GQ Ds 8 


lick, as well as private; by a Communi- 


ty, a Society of Men, as well as by par- 


x ticular Perſons. 
+ 2 ls 


public Worlhip cannot 


be perform'd hoe the Circumftances 
6.06 Time and Place. As there muſt be 
« ſome publick Place in which the Wor- 

ſhi ippers are to meet; ſo it is no leſs ne- 
© ceſlary that there ſhould be ſome fix d 
« certain Time for ſuch Religious Aſſem- 


8 blies. 
3. THE E 


| « mandmenr doth t 


uity of the Fourth Com- 
— far oblige us Chri- 
c ſtia ns, 


r Eva © 243" a 


'© know i in this Matter. Indee 
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6 ſtians, That this Time ſhould not be les 
c than One Day in Sven. | 
44. THAT we Chriſtians are not 
oblig d to the preciſe Obſervation: of the 
« Seventh Day, which is our Saturday, and 
was the Jewbiſh Sabbath, ſince that Sab- 
* bath, as all other Jeu iſh Inſtitutions, ws 
6 aboliſh'd by the Coming of CHRIST. 
* 5- The firſt Day of the Week, = 
o monly call'd Sunday, or the LORD's Da 


8 — obſerv d V us nnn 
© Sabbath. 


6. The Reaſon why we obſerve this 


© Day, rather than any other of the Six, is 
„the univerſal Practice of the Chriſtian 


Church in all Ages, conformable to the 
Practice of the Apoſtles, and the Laws 


and Conſtitutions of the Church and 
* Seats in which we live, grounded there- 
UPON. | From all-which I infer,  .. + 

© 7. ThattheObſervation of the LORD"; 


4 Day is appointed by ſuch ſufficient: Au- 
<-thority, as we are bound in Conſcience to 


© obey, without trou our ſelves to de- 


©-cide that perplexing Queſtion, Whether 


the Obſervation of tbe firſt af; * 
Meek 5 de Jure e 


vine Right, Tea, or No? 


8 ry may ' be ſufficient. for. y ou to 
rs 
if they pleaſe, may argue eſs Points a 


4 55 1 farther; but Men of your Educa- 


we. S=7 k tion 


Dr. William Asſheton. 8g 


« rion muſt not be Scepticks: But inſtead 


of diſputi ſhould f. rather take Occaſion 


© to admire the Divine Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs in eſtabliſhing this Holy Day, the 
© Obſervation of which i is e Intereſt, as 
well as Duty: 
6 OD, who knows our Frame, now 
< earthly and carnal we are; how ſtrong- 
© ly we are inclind to outward fenſual 
© Enjoyments;' in great Condeſcenſion to 
© our Weakneſs, bath commanded us to 
© ſet apart one Day in Seven, to lay aſide 
« all orldly Bulineſs ; to conſider Eter- 
« nity, and to take Care of our Souls: 


% 55 that not only in private; but chief- 


in publick, by paying Homage and 
ice to the Author of put Being ; by 


« aſſembling our ſelves in one Houſe ; there 


© to render Thanks for the great Benefits 
that we have Yeceiv'd at liis Hands; to 
© ſet forth his moſt wotthy Praiſe; to hear 
his moſt holy Word; and to ask thoſe 
6 © Things which are requilite and neceſſa- 
ry as well for the Body as the Soul. 


* * CONCERNING all which, I ſhall give 
© you as particular and diſtinct Dire&tions as 
can be; and that methodically and in Or- | 


© der; by ſhewing how T wou'd have you 
© behave Aang elves from the Time of 


| . in the Morning, to the 


Four ar Eyes at Night.” . 
1 WHERE- 
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WIRE TO are added particular Rul&* 
for dev out Betzviqur's in 1. ime of Divine 
Service. 2 1142. 

AND now Lach, in \ this Year did my | 
Doctor bring his great Jointure- Project to 
Perfection, in 1698. not only for the Benefit 
of Clergymens Widows, as at firſt underta- 
ken and deſign'd; but for all Ranks and 
Profeſſions, as will appear (with his ut- 
moſt Care, Expence and Labour herein) 
from the Preface and Advertiſement, and 
ſome few ſatisfactory rags out of * 
Tn e Entitled, 


A full ener of the Riſe, Pro 1805 and | 

7 es F Dr. Asſheton's Propoſal, 1 
(Lat no rene and manag d by the Mor- 
Jhipful Company of Mercers, London) 
For the Ben: "if Widews f Clergymen 
and others, by ſettled Jointures 8 An- 
muities, at the Rate of Thirty per Cent, 
Mith Directions far. the Widow how' to 
receive ber Aunuity, without. any Delay, 
Charges, or Deauttions. Plead for the 
Widow, Iſa. i. 17. London: Prim ed 
by W. P. Given Gratis at Mercers-Hall, 
8 424 J. Baker, Bookſeller at Mer ons 


IE > Fi 1713. 
"The PREFACE. 


25 BEFORE I deſcend to a particular 
« E n of * BIG Progreſs, a 


Dr. William Asſheton. 85 


4 51 of this Propoſal, I think it 
ſeaſonable (eſpecially in this ſelfiſh project- 
ing Age) to Nenn, That as Dr. Asſhe- 
ton did not project this Propoſal for his 
bon private Advantage, but doth ſincere- 
« ly deſign a publick Good, in like manner 
the worthy Members of the Mercers | 
* Company have undertaken' to manage 
this Propoſal, not from any Proſpect of 
Advantage to their own private Perſons, 
but only out of a generous Deſign to make 
the Company more capable to anſwer 
the End and Reaſon of their Charter; 
*. which is, to eſtabliſh and manage publick 
« Charities, and thereby to enlarge their 
Capacity of. doing Gd. 
AND having often conſider'd the 
© Thing, I preſume to declare, That the 
© Company of Mercers, by accepting and 
© managing this Propoſal, will do a greater 
and more publick Good to the Whole Na- 
tion, than they could pretend to do by 
Founding an Hoſpital for Widows in eve- 
Fry County in the Kingdom. And my 
© Reaſon is this, Becauſe it is a much nobler 
Charity fo to ſupport any Perſon, as to 
prevent him from being poor, than it is 
to relieve the ſame Perſon when he is 
« actually poor. OE Y EE REIEE 
ADVERTISEMENT. 
THIS Propoſal being firſt projected 
for the Benefit of thoſe who have ſmall. 
Eſtates, the Words Poverty and Poor do 
di 8 ſome- 
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6 nn. a--4- PIP of it; 
c and therefore, that Perſons of Honour 

and Quality may not be prejudic'd' a- 
« gainft it, as if it nothing concern d them, 

6 AP may pleaſe to he inform'd, That chis 

Nie ors as now modelbd and improv'd, 

_— ſerviceable to thoſe of Gali 

. 

1. By enabling them to ſettle. or en- 

: EI withour:clogging hey 

g. BY encouraging them to demand 

« larger Portions, than otherwye,. without 

„the Help of this Propoſal, . 

&.ratianally ex c 

' NOW the ling of this did for many 

Years exerciſe Dr. Asheton's Thoughts, as 

yu 7 5 16, For tho he was encou- 


E ng fc 2 Work, bur Ron: — 
$ Reputation, if it miſcarry: 
For the 2 of Men are very umuſt 


* their pat and: will allow: —_— 


and; Committees, 9 with him upon 
0 cer- 
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to be well deſign'd, that ſhall want Suc- 
ceſs; however, he did reſolve to go on, 
and, if poſſible, to finiſh what he had 0 
long — 2 

His firſt Addreſs was to the Corpora- 
tion of the Clergy, who, indeed, receivd 
him with the greateſt Kindneſs and Re- 
ſpe& ; but withal, declar'd, for Reaſons 
not now to be repeated, that they were 
. to accept this Propoſal. 

Pl. IS next Application was to the Rojat N 


| Ex —— where he did not doubt 
we im 


ient Security for the Subſcribers : 

But for ſome Reach, which are obvious to 
Men of Buſineſs, this Royal Bank, at pre- 
ent, is not ſo modell d, as to manage this 
Fropoſal. 
FHO thus far difa ppointed, yet Dr. 
Asheton was not dibouragd; and be- 


ing admoniſhed that a City Company was 


ery capable to undertake this Propoſal, 
and that the Mercers as the beſt, both 
for Management and Revenue, he imme- 


diately apply d himſelf to that Company: 


Ind having firſt waired upon the then Ma- 
er, Thomas 3 on Eſq; (Whoſe known 


Worth, and Inclination to — chari- 


table: Deſigns, gave him great Hopes of 
Suoceſs) —— attended the Wafdens, 


and ſeveral others of the Members; who, - 
after full Debates in their General Courts 
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certain Rules and Orders, with ſubſequent 
Conceſſions, herein ſpecify'd, out of Which 
I ſhall extract theſe few Remarkables. As, 


7. THAT the Company will take in 
Subſeriptions at any time, till the Sum of 
© -:00000). be ſubſcrib'd; but will never 
nr 

2. THAT all married Men of the 
Age of 30 Lears, or under, may ſub- 
ſeribe any Sum not exceeding 1000 J. 
That all married Men, not exceeding the 
* Age of 40 Years, may 5 > 
Sum, not exceeding 45001. And that ail 
married Men not exceeding the Age of 
60 Years, may ſubſcribe any Sum, not 
© exceeding 300 J. And that the Widows 
of all Perſons ſubſcribing according 
to theſe Limitations; ſhall receive the 
Benefit of 30. per Cent. per Annum;" 
according to the former Propoſal, free 
of all Taxes and Charges, at the two 
« uſual Feaſts of the Aunumciation of the 
* Bleed Virgin. Mar,, and St. Michael 
* the Archangel; and that the firſt of 
* theſe Payments ſhall be made at the firſt 
* of the id Feaſt-Days, which ſhall hap- 
© pen 4 Months or more after the Deceale 
* of the Perſon or Perſons eh oem 


1 


* 
15 1 
„ » * 


* excepting ſuch as ſhall voluntarily make 

* away themſelves, or by any Act of theirs,” 

* pecalion- their own Death, either by Du 
9 8 + elling, 


* 


* - 


c. my Wee any Crime Wwhere- 
by they ſhall be ſentenced and put to 
© Death by Juſtice: In any, or either of 
thoſe Caſes, the Widows to receive no 
* Annuity; but upon delivering up the 
Company's Bond, to have thi sable 

192 ion-Money paid to them. 
<3. THAT no Seafaring-Men may 
0 Kubſtribe who follow it as their Buſineſs 
© oriVocation ; nor others, who'go farther 
e © than Hallaud, Ireland, or the Coaſts of 
land; and that any Perſon may-ſub- 
& ä others, whom he ſhall no- 
© minate in his laſt Will, during the Natu- 
© ral Life of his Wife, it ſhe ſurvive, and 
his Intention be nerd in * ee | 
g 1 Wc 3 


* f T E R Lack Orders a Sone 
made, and ſeveral Meetings in Commit- 
tees with the Doctor about ſettling a ſuffi- 
cient Security, and fatisfy ing him in their 
Eſtates; being clear Rents, 28 88 J. $5. rod, 
per N (beſides the Payments of the Be- 
nefactors to be paid out of the ſame) 
which by a moderate Calculation, would 

yield, when the Leaſes came out, above | 
179 per Ann. | | 

THE Company then procettleld to give | 
Directions for the drawing up of a of 
Settlement; by the Advice of very able and 
learned Cound, vis, Sir Nathan ** 

: ate 


FE f + 


late Lord. rel the Great Seal of a 
— Edward Northey of the Inner: 
Temple, late Attorney-General. The which 
Deed of Settlement was executed by the 
Company and Truſtees, at a General 
Court o che ſaid Company, held on Med. 
neſday the ath of October, 1699. 
E. 
er 's High Court e 
and an authentick Copy of it, — 
r g berween — 
8 on Friday een 
the Hours of Nane 21 One in the 
non; at which time the Matos anc 
Members of the Company will attend at 
Mercer Hall to n en ana re- 
ceive the Money. b 
FOR this Reaſon, I ſhall give no far- 
cher: Avcoune of the Contents of the fad 
: As, what Eſtates are ſettled, and 
— them; who are the Truſtees 
to hom theſe Eſtates are made over and 
convey d, for the Security” of the Sub: 
ſeribers, and che effe de Payment her 
Widews,: HJ. E ien % 1 ü 
NOR ThallT publiſh: hat Number of 
Perſons haveſubſcribed ; and what Sums 
have already been paid; What Widows 
are now Jura, and What Sums they 


. 78 wen EW 3.» 3c 
not rietdad; I: tay; to give any 
5 nce it is more 


_ Lol... alli 


tion) in 


. ²˙ 


Eu | 


Paten — to — — Decd i ir 


ſelß and to conſult the Wardens, rs 
{hall be Occaſion. WE 2 f 


"FOR ve mh, you. 4 5 
Book wk and many T 
ſands — have deen given Fans 
Doctor and the Company, and diſtri uted 
= me and others throughout the King 

— — 722 IN the Company have re- 
— 2 
now — 2800 l. per 
Ann; II 80 this can — 4 
to their own private Perſons (as 


obſerd di in che Preface) but ſome Loſs to 


the whole at. preſent, which makes the 
Wardens more ſtrict and backward: in ta- 
king in Subſcriptions than formerly. Nei. 


ther did the Doctor gain a Farthing by it, 


ho they pr — 100 l. for Stn 
aſſur d me, — — he had been at 200 l. Ex- 
pence from the Beginning of this Frqhect; ö 
which yet rejoiced him above all rhings 2 
on Earth, at the Stroke, and made 
him glory (with humble thankful Devo- 

12 Work, that was ſycceeded the 
next Near by an excellent agreeable ger · 
mon, p 


ing of the Sons of the Clergymen, in 

St. Pauls Cathedral, December 5. 1699. B 

Nalliam Asheton, D. D. dee 3 | 
= 


d at the Anniverſary Meets - 
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.- THIS Impreſſion begins with a moſt 
proper zealous Dedication .to the much 
Honour'd Sir Nat han Wright, and others, 
Gentlemen, Stewards of the late Feaſt of 
the Sons of the Clergy, in theſe Words, 
r 4 75 TOWLE | SI f LSB 
GPS, iii, anno, (T3 
FTHEN. 1 have firſt made my 
„VV humble Acknowledgment. (not 
only to your ſelves, by whoſe immediate 
Command this Diſcourſe is publiſh'd) 
but alſo to his Grace my Lord Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, my Lord- Mayor, my 
Lords the Biſhops, and the reſt of that 
honourable and judicious Audience, by 
„hom it was approv'd far beyond 
my Expectation or Deſert: I do then 
crave Leave to expreſs. my Satisfaction, 
that one chief Deſign I had in compoſing 
this Sermon was ſo acceptable to you, 
*- viz. The promoting a General Subſcrip: 
tion for the Relief of the Poor: Widows 
and Children of Clergy Men. 
0 HAVING ;obſery'd. that fereral 
other Orders and Profeſſions do maintain 
their oαnn Poor, I thought it. ſeaſanable 
to remind you, rhat it is at leaſt decent, 
„to ſay no more, that the Clergy like- 

- + wiſe.:ſhould attempt the ſame; and 1 
have great Cauſe to hope, with a little 
Application, the thing will be found ve- 


a 
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©ry*P racticable. For, if every Clergy- 


man, whoſe Preferment is Four Hundred 


Pounds per Aun. Or more, would be 
pleasd to ſubſcribe and pay in but 
* 'Two:Pounds Yearly; if he Who hath 

© Three Hundred Pounds, would ſubſcribe 

One Pound Yearly; if he who hath Two 

Hundred Pounds, would ſubſeribe Ten 

< Shillings Learly; if he who hath One 

Hundred Pounds per Ann. would ſub- 

©. ſcribe Five Shillings Yearly : This I am 

< confident would anfwer Expectation. 


WHEN the Clergy (whoſe chear- 


ful Compliance with this humble Mo- 
< tion'I cannot fuſpect) have proceeded 
thus far; tis then not to be doubted, 


* but that tlioſe Sons of Clergymen, Wh 
are of the Laity, will as ee 104. 
31 low ſo good an Example. 


If I am cenſurd as too Fertan ih 


* being thus particular, my Zeal and Con- 
cern for the Clergy and their Deſcen- 
< dants,' muſt apologize for me.. 


THUS charitably he begins acted 


-and faithful Kron, foe ſome Time a Di- 
rector of that noble Corporation, whoſe 


good Deſigns he preſſes on to all 

Works, in the Sermon, from this Subject, 
Eecleſ. ix. 10. Mhat ſoever thy Hand findeth 
to do, do it with) all thy Might; for there 
' 1s no Work, nor Device, nor Knowledge, nor 


"WP 17 1 in the e Whither thou goeft. 


THESE 


THESE Words he well interprets | 
de a ſeaſdnable Admanition to Diligence 
and Induftry ; to make us active, 
and urgent, in doing all the Good that ſhall 
be in our Power, wine our ſhort Time laſt- 
eth,” before the Night cometh, When no 
Man can work. © So he explains and im- 
tt; ſhewing what Work is 
pect to thoſe tw Parts 
of Humane Being, the Immortal Soul; and 
 Morral Body: Then 3 that our 
| Work and Buſineſs World is 
2 © roadorn our Souls with thoſe Divine 
6 Vertues and Graces, whereby we are made 
like unto GOD "and are qualify ine 
2 d for the Converfation of the Bleſſed 
another World, which vicious, ſpiteful 
© People can never = « Secondly,” dili- 
« cently to em Talents, our Giſts, 
: 7 "Benefit of others. Ws 
wW our Encouragement, a glo- 
© rions Reward' is promis d, a Crown, a 
Kingdom; bat everlaſting Puniſhment is 
6 © threatned to the e 
"THUS" manifeſting all Acts of Piety 
a Cy to be our Numereſt as well as 
Duty here, before we go hence and be no 
more ſoon he comes to the particular Oc- 
caſional Applications, which I tranſeribe 
to the End, as worthy” all Regard and 


: YOU 


[ } 8 
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+ YOU. are here met (Men, Fathers, 

c and Brethren) according to your annual = 
© Cuſtom, to recommend your Perſons and 
* charitable Undertakings to the Bleſſing of 
60D, by this devout Appearance in the 
© Houſe Prayer, from whence. you go 
together as Friends in ſolemn Proceſſion 
4 0: 1 Feaſt . 80 ev et : 


6 Ted. . ag 


- 4 'L 70 c and to o own you Profeſſion. 


p 1. 170 relievs and provide. for Poor 
Dependent, both Widows and Aen. N 


1 1. LT-is very. ſeaſonable, by this * 
ff lemn Appearance, to credit and on your 
Profeſſion: For, ſuch is the petulant Hu- 
Amour (not to 2 malicious Dehgn);of 
too many in this Age; they are pleas d 
to have very mean diminiſhi 1 — 2 
of the Clergy; and ſince Peng out of the 
6 1 of the Heart the Mouth | 
„ ſpeaketh, they too often thoſe 
3 «BT by as mean and un ecent Lan- 5 
e, The Fluency of ſome Men's Zeal 
ho an Occaſion is very remarkable; 
= their Conceits are never ſo rais d, ſo 


0 ſparkling, and triumphant, as 3 
encounter the 2 of Levi. N 
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. © O! with what Slight and-Contempt-is 
© the Clergy then treated! With what 
© Scorn the Witlings look upon the Man in 
Black! How will every trifling Thing, 
© thati can but chatter Senſe, be then 
© practiſing upon us! Nay, when all other 
Topicks fail, our very Profeſſion muſt be 
our Crime, and the Word Parſon, if 

roundly and emphatically pronounced, 

© ſhall be voted Wit. e HP perl} 3 

© AND notonly the Clergy, but their 
© Deſcendants alſo, ſhall have their Share 
© in the Reflection. To be born of a Church 

Man, or in thoſe Men's Language, to be 

the Son of a Prieſt, ſhall diminiſh our 

Character, and be a Blot in our Eſ- 

«eutcheon. r ß 

BUT I ſhall not ſtain the Glory of 

« this Day, by a farther Repetition of their 

© invidious Cenſures. All which, to ſay 

© no more, are moſt effectually . 
© by the Splendor of this Appearance; and 

0 ie Succeſs, which is often urged againſt 
+ © us, may be. admitted as an Argument for 
© the Goodneſs of a Cauſe, here's an am- 
ple Vindication of the Marriage of the 
« Clergy,” which, thro' the Bleſſing of 
© GOD upon your honeſt Endeavours, 


IF 
* 


= 


the beſt Figure, of the greateſt Rank and 
Order, both in Church and State. In 
©* ſhort, if thoſe who malign and aſperſe 
4 TN you 
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you, will but open their Eyes, they may 
© this Day 8 ſuch a . — fuck 4 
© Body of Men, as is the Envy of Rome, 
0 and the Glory of the Reformation. 
MA it ſtill be your Care to main- 
© tain your Character; to be as good as 
you are great. Which gives me the Oc- 
caſion very humbly to remind you of the 
* Second, and indeed the chief Deſign of 


3 n Character; which is, 


« 2. TO relieve, and provide 45 your 


5 
poor Dependants both W and 
< Glare \ 


o A N D ** I ſhall not ſo Gi kiſpe&: 

* your Inclinations, as to enlarge and en- 
< force. the uſual Motives to ſo charitable 
5 JAaferibgtions:- . 3 
1 ht remin you, that rity, 

of . an Imitation of the Bone 
—— Nature, 8, | 


2 4 1. THE a proper * 3 
8 Expreſſion « of youT Gratitude to GOD: | 


* 


5 2. | ITis is an Act of Juſtice to the Poor, 
It i is an AQ of Prudence, an d great 
vantage to our ſelves ; Becauſe 05, 
obe * e, hath Proms d, that it 
FCC 
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« ſhall be moſt plentifully rewarded, 1. In 
c this Life. 2. In the Life to come. 6 
WITH reſpect to this Life, there 
are three ſignal Advantages of a well- 
regulated Charity. It is moſt expedi- 
ent, 1. To ſecure and preſerve an Eſtate. 
" To improve and encreaſe our Eſtate. 

7.4% bleſs and ſanctify our Eftate. And 

„Which is the higheſt and moſt preſ- 

0 150 otive, you have a comfortable Aſ- 
© ſurance, that your Charity ſhall be moſt 
_ © plentifully rewarded in the Life to come. 

0 "THESE are very proper and ſeaſo- 
nable Topicks for further Enlargement. 
© But having already prevented m l. 
(Vid. Te logics! Diſcourſe of 1 25 Wills 
© and Teſtaments,) I — not impoſe 
6 ſo great an Audience. 

AND ſhall therefore: fay! — 
further concerning Charity in general; 
but ſhall only crave your Patience, whillt 


« I apply my ſelf more particularly to the 
: een, of this e ep 10 


SS a SO NB 


8 Rabens You: Brethren, | | 
* YOU are encourag'd _ 1 by. 
the Royal Favour, to purſue and pro- 
mote "Food own charitable Inclinations, 
in ma Proviſion for poor Widows 


and Chilliren of the Clergy. And tho” 

the Forwardneſs of your Minds, and 
. — Zeal hath provok d very _ 

W 
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ho have been kind and generous in 
© Gifts and Legacies; yet you are very 
© ſenſible, that your Fund or Yearly Re- 
© venue is not ths ny to Expetta- 
© tions from it. And many of your poor 
© Petitioners are like to be Petitioners ſtill, 


© unleſs ſome more effectual Method can be 
_ © contriv'd for their Support and Relief. 


It is not decent for a Perſon of my 
© Meanneſs to be too forward in his: Di- 
© Rates, eſpecially not in this Place, for I 
« know. to whom I ſpeak. But ſince you 
© have been pleas d to open my Mouth; 
© and make me your Advocate for the 
© Fatherleſs and the Widow (whoſe Cauſe 
I do moſt chearfully plead). I muſt crave _ 
your Acceptance, whilſt I expreſs my 
„ ↄÄ la}: NAA ̃²˙ Ä 
THE Clergy of this Nation and 


4 their Deſcendants, are a conſiderable 


Body of Men; very able, as well as 
* willing, to relieve their poor .Depen- 
* dants: And if your Charity (tho in 
© {mall Proportion) cou d be fix d, certain, 
© and ſucceſſive, à very little Time, thro? 
the Bleſſing of GOD, wou d convince 
a you of the happy Fruits and Effects of 


II I ay, A Charity that is fix'd and ſuc- 
4 ceſſtve. For I muſt take the Freedom 


* to remind you (what 2 are all ſenſible 
of) that i is not Occaſional Charity (tho? 
2. + ſome- 


* 


« 
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© ſometimes very encouraging) that can 
* anſwer the Ends of this Corporation : 
© But a conſtant ſettled Succeſſion of ſmall 
Contributions (fo ſmall as not to be felt 
© by particular Perſons) would enable you, 
in ſome competent Proportion, to relieve 
© on all Occaſions : 
© BUT now the great Difficulty is, 
© how theſe intended Contributions can be 
%% Ono 
.* THIS indeed will require ſome 
© Thought and Application of Mind, and 
1 mult humbly recommend it to your 
Care and Conduct. And I earneſtly 
© beg of you, not to be diſcourag'd, tho? 
© the firſt Attempt may not anſwer Expe- 
r ee 
. © DQ you lay the Foundation, and ſuc- 
« ceeding Ages may build upon it. 
AND to quicken your Zeal for ſo 
© good a Work, give me Leave to repre- | 
« ſent to you, that the Wants of your 
Poor are great, and call loudly for your 
© Help. And I am further encourag d to 
© be importunate with you in their Be- 
© half, becauſe I now beg for thoſe who 
© cannot beg for themſelves. > 
THERE are indeed a Sort of Poor 
© very forward and preſſing, who will 
© even extort your Charity by their im- 
© portunate Clamours. But your Poor do 
beg in Silence. = is 
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© THE Ingenuity of their Education, 
the Modeſty of their Temper lays Re- 
6 {kraint upon them. Generous Spirits will 
even fink in their Miſery, and endure. 
the utmoſt Extremity, before they will 
make known their Wants to their inſult- 
ing Neighbours, or be reliev'd by a Pa- 
«ri — Reliev'd by a Pariſh, did I 
© ſay! Fathers and Brethren, allow me 
© this Freedom. LY Tu 

© ?Tis a Reflection not only upon the 

© Wiſdom, but even the Chriftianicy of a 
Nation, that the Relicts of a Church-man 

© ſhould be reliev'd by a Pariſh. © 
IF here it ſhall be reply'd (as I 
„know it will by ſome Men) that the 
* Clergy muſt then learn more Prudence, 
© and not, by living above their Prefer- 
© ments, expoſe their Wives and Children 
to ſuch ſcandalous Want: To this I ea- 

« ſily. rejoin; 5 Me” Gs 
THAT ſeveral Church-Livings (be- 
ing impropriate) are of ſo ſmall a Value, 

© that the Incumbent 1s ſcarce able to ſub- 

© fiſt, much leſs can he expect to make 
< Proviſion for Poſterity. . 

_ © THIS is indeed a very fad Truth. 
And tho? there is a Way to redreſs this 
bv: : « Grievance, yet it is too big for a private 
< Thought. PUR Sn LS 


- 
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* AND, O that ſuch ar Expedient 
© might be found! That the many Thou- 
« ſand poor deſpis d, not to fay oppreſs d 
Vicars of the Church of. England, might 
© no longer eat the Bread of Sorrow. 
THE Wiſdom. and Authority of a 
« Parliament, (and nothing leſs than that) 
JJ Men }S..--: 
W E hope and breathe for it. 
IN the Interim, the Poor, your Poor, 
© will be always with you, to exerciſe 
their Patience, and your Charity. 
_ *£ CHARITY, That is the proper 
Work and Buſineſs of this Day. I do 
not only mean what you leave with 
© the Stewards (tho? their generous Care 
in placing out of Children deſerves your 
* Encouragement) but I chiefly deſign what 
18 paid in Yearly to the Treaſurers of the 
© Corporation, for a conſtant, ſettled, per- 
OTIS ft dnt 236 
AND tho? you do not this Day actu- 
« ally give it, yet this is the Time firmly 
4 to reſolve it: Dedicate and devote it: 
© Make a ſolemn Vow in this Holy Place, 
* and the LORD your GOD accept you.” 


I'N the ſame Manner he exhorteth to 
all Charity, with true Friendſhip, and do- 
ing good univerſally, as our moſt neceſ- 
fary Duty, and both for our preſent and 
eternal Intereſt, 


IN 


done, from 
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In a Sermon preaclid before the Honoura- 
ble Society of the Natives of the County 
of Kent, Nov. 21. 1700. at St. Mary-le- 
bow, London. By William Asſheton, D. 
D. Rector of Beckenham ix Kent, and 
Chaplain to his Grace the Duke of Or- 

mond. Printed at London, 


HIS Text is this, x Cor. x. 31. Whe-. 
ther therefore ye eat or drink, or vbhat ſo- 
ever ye do, do all to the Glory of God. 

WHICH having firſt explain'd, and 
{hewn, that when the Wiſdom, the Pow- 
er, the Juſtice, the Mercy of God, with 
other his Divine Attributes, are confeſſed 
and acknowledg'd, are reverenc'd and a- 
dor'd by any ' fo Actions, then in Scrip- 
ture Language, God is glorify'd ; not that 
we can make him glorious, or. add any 
Thing to his Glory, who is infinite, c. 
But ſuch a Thing is thus done to the Glo- 
ry of God, according to his Will, As Se- 
condly, Proving how theſe Natural Acti- 
ons of eating and drinking, may be ſa 

eſe their known Ends, the 
nouriſhing of our Bodies, the refreſhing 
of our Spirits, and preſerving our Health; 
avoiding all the Exceſſes of Wine, Muſick 
and Feaſting ; with all Surfeiting, Riot, 
: Pa N Sc. ſo plainly condemn'd 
in Holy Scripture. He haſtens, _ 

G 4 Thirdly, 


Thirdly, T O enlarge upon the Reaſons 
of their preſent Solemnity ; particularly 
ſhewing the Deſign of their eating and 
2 together on that Day, to be two- 
r Sues 


1. TO maintain Friendſhip, as it is the 


greateſt Pleaſure and Satisfaction to our 
own Breaſts, and of equal Benefit and Ad- 
vantage to others, Which he proves from 
the ſociable Life, or mutual Converſation 
of wiſe and vertuous Perſons in ſeveral 
A : he 

1. BY improying our Underſtandings, 
and rectifying our Judgments. 9 


2. BY regulating and compoſing our 
„„ | 


33 aſſiſting of us, in our uſeful De- 
ſigns, and the relieving of us in our Wants. 
SO he exhorts them to begin and conti- 


nue ſuch a true Chriſtian Friendſhip in this 


World, as may be compleated in the next; 
reminding them of their Obligations and 


Abilities; as born or inhabiting in one 
of the richeſt and moſt flouriſhing Coun- 
ties of the whole. Kingdom ; of their pe- 
culiar Privileges,” and the Diſpoſition of the 
ancient Inhabitants, thus deſcrib'd by 
 Malmsbarienfis, * The Country People and 


Town- 


K aA © 
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Town-Dwellers of Kent, retain the Spi- 
rit of the ancient Nobility, above the 
reſt of the Exgliſh; being more ready to 
afford a Reſpect and kind Entertainment 
to others, and leſs inclinable to revenge 
Injuries.) Which he obſerves as an evi- 
dent Proof of their Courage, confirming 
it from John of Salisbury, in his Polycra- 
tion, and from that famous Inſtance of 
their Anceſtors Bravery againſt William 
the Conqueror. So admoniſhing them to 
all Unanimity in our Church, in true Re- 
ligion and Loyalty, he proceeds; | 

2. TO promote Charity from two To- 
picks, which are ſo nicely handled, and 
rationally apply'd to Gentlemen and Tra- 
ders, that I can't but tranſcribe the whole 
to the End. As, | 


© i. CHARITY is the beſt and ſureſt 
© Expedient to preſerve your Eſtates in this 
Life. . 3 DES 

© 2. YOU have a comfortable Aſſurance 
_ © that your Charity ſhall be rewarded in 
* the Lite to come. 1 | 


© 1. CHARITY is the beſt Expedient 

* to preſerve your Eſtates. _ $2 
WHEN you purchaſe an Eſtate, your 

* firſt Concern is, to find out a good Ti- 
*tle; and then you are no leſs ſollicitous to 
Title firmly to you, and 

FO SALTY ee your 
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© your Heirs for ever; but let me with Free- 
© dom tell you, that Charity is your beſt 
© Tenure, and will continue a Name, 
© and perpetuate a Family more firmly, 
© than all your Fines, and Vouchers, and 
© Entails (thoſe clenching Nails of the 
© Law) can pretend to. For, alas! How 
flight a Title is a legal Right? How ſlen- 
der Security is the firmeſt Conveyance a- 
« painſt deſtructive Caſualties? _ 

* WILL youcharm a Thief with Paper 
© and Parchment ? Or. will it ſtop the de- 
* youring Flames, to tell them, that you 


have an unqueſtionable Deed of Sale; 


© and that this Houſe, which they are now 
* ready to conſume, is ſettled upon you 
and your Heirs forever? 7 
WILL an aſtoniſhing Earthquake, when 
God gives it a Commiſſion to ſwallow up, 
© be faxed and firm, at the pleading of 
your Learned Council? . 
WILL the Winds grow calm, and the 
© Sea huſh and be ſtill, or a roving Pirate 


- © ceaſe his Purſuit, beeauſe the Ship and 


© ST - Or + 
© DO not thefe, and ſuch like Inſtances, 
« effeQuually convince you, that God's Pro- 
* vidence is your beſt Inſurance ? Can any 
Power, leſs than his, preſerve you from 
that Violence and Treachery, thoſe Ca- 
A lamities 


* its Cargo are the Property of its O un- 
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£ lamities and Dangers, with which your 
Wealth is ſurrounded?  _ 

* THINK f{erioufly upon it, and you 
then will confeſs it is your Intereſt,as well 
as Duty, by Acts of Charity, to ſecure the 
Divine Protection which alone is able to 
preſerve your Eftates. Pſal. xxxxi. 1, 2. 


Lordwill deliver him in the time of trouble. 
The Lord will preſerve him, and keep him 
alive, and he ſhall be bleſſed 1 5 the 
Earth; and thou wilt not deliver him unt o 
the Will of his Enemies. | 


© 2.:THE higheſt and moſt preſſing Mo- 
tive to Charity, is the comfortable Aſſu- 


rance that it ſhall be rewarded in the 


K 


As preparatory to your Conviction, I 


© muſt remind you, that you are frail and 
© mortal as well as others, which I ſhall 
expreſs in the Words of the learned and 
5 pious Dr. Iſaac Barrow; and I deſignedly 
repeat his Words at this time, becauſe by 
© his Mother's fide, this eminent Man was 
« of your Country: His Words are theſe: 
« After a very ſhort Time your Thread 


4 will be ſpun out, and then you ſhall be 


« rifled and quite ftript of all; you {hall 
te be laid out ſtark naked, as when you 
s came into the World: you ſhall not car- 


Bleſſed is he that conſidereth the poor; the - 
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« ry with you one Grain of your glittering 
« Metals, nor one Rag of your gaudy 
« Stuff; your ſtately Houſes, vg fine 


“ Gardens, and your ſpacious Walks, muſt 
© be exchanged for a cloſe Hole under 
“ Ground; you muſt forever bid farewel 
4 to your Pomp and Magnificence, to your 
« Feaſts and Jollities, to your Sports and 
“ Paſtimes ; not one of all your numerous 
« and ſplendid Retinue, no Companion of 
„ your Pleaſures, no Admirer of your 
« Fortune, no Flatterer of your Vices, can 
& wait on you; but deſolate and unattend- 


c ed you muſt godown into the Chambers 


&« of Darkneſs.” Thus that learned Per- 
* „ 

© BEING thus convinc'd that you muſt 
© certainly die, the next Thought is to 
« conſider (and it is a weighty Thought) 
© whither you are going, when you leave 


© this World? Into what unknown Regi: 


< ons is your next Remove? And then ſince 
£ Perſons of your Figure do love to be well 
treated, tis methodical to enquire, what 
© kind of Entertainment are you then to 
expect? What Preparations have you 
made for your Reception there? 


© Perſons of Honour and Quality, in 
their Progreſs or their Journey, do give 


« Notice of their Approach to ſuch or ſuch a 
Place, and ſend their, Harbingers .before 


© to make Proviſion. for them, that ſo they 
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© may be receiv'd with Decency, and ac- 


cording to their Quality. 
© LET us now examine whether you 
are as wiſe for the Life to come, as you 


© are for this. 


Lay 


WE are all Strangers in this World, | 


and have here no continuing City, but as 
Pilgrims and Sojourners, are enn to 


a better Country. 


NOW thoſe who travel into Foreign 
Parts, do either ſend ſome Effects before 


them, or elſe do carry along with them 


Bills of Credit, which they take up in 


the Coin or Commodities of thoſe Fea n- 


tries, as they have occaſion. Indeed, in 


this World, Money anſwereth all Things; 


but there is ſomething elſe which anſwer- 
eth all in the next, v7z. Alms and chari- 
table Diſtributions. | 
THESE are your Exchange for the o- 

ther World, and the Bills and Effects you 


are to ſend before you: Theſe (in the 


Trader's Language) are ſuch Bills as will 
certainly be accepted; or, (in Scripture 
Phraſe) ſhall be recompenſed at the Re- 


ſurrect ion of the Juſt. 


FB thus giving Alms, you provide 
your ' ſelves Bags that wax not old; a 
Treaſure in the Heavens that faileth not, 


where no Thief approacheth, neither 


Moth corrupteth. By this faithful Uſage 
of the Mammon of * you 
make 


— 


make your ſelves Friends, that when ye 
fail (when ye die, when you leave your 
+ Houſes and your Lands behind you) will 
receive you (will cauſe you to be receiv d) 
into everlaſtingHabitations : Which GOD 
grant to us all, rs ET 


N O W thus have I been more particular 


in reciting my charitable Doctor's Argu- 


ments, Sc. out of thoſe two Publick Ser- 
mons; becauſe I find no others of his in 
Print; and theſe manifeſt his real Publick 
Spirit, worthy all Imitation; beſides, they 
happily ended the laſt Century, and began 


- the. preſent, wherein he proceeded, 1701. 


to publiſh, An Expoſition of the Church- 
Catechiſm. Part IL. Containing an Explica- 
tion of the Preliminary Queſtions and An- 


. ſivers of the Apoſtles Creed, Whereof he 


gives this Account in his Preface: 


To the Inhabitants. of the Pariſh of Becken- 
| Ch ham, in Kent: % 


FOR the Benefit and Inſtruction of the 

+ Youth in my Pariſh, I am deſigning, with 

_ * GOD's Aſſiſtance, a plain Expoſition up- 
on the whole Charch-Catechiſm. What 


© is here publiſh'd, contains an Explication 
© of the Preliminary Queſtions and An- 


ſwers, and of the Apoſtles Creed: The 
_ © reſt, with GOD's Permiſſion, ſhall fol- 


« low in due Time; and that the Whole, 
a 8 when 
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vhen finiſh'd, might be ſo modelPd, as 
J»; oo 950 0551! 
1. I haveſetdown the Proofs out of Ho- 
ly Scripture, in the Body of the Catechiſm, 
and not in the Margin; in Words at 
Length, and not in Figures. 


2. HAVING divided the Expoſition in- 


to ſeveral Sections, that Children may not 


* be 'diſcouragd with the Length of any 
Section, they are to obſerve, that what is 
« mark*d thus [] is not to be repeated by 
© the Children in the Church, but is only 
© to be read to them by the Catechiſt; tho 
© *tis hoped and expected that they will 
read ſuch Paſſages - privately to them- 
« ſelves, for their better Inſtruction. 


. WHEREAS ir is the known Defi 
© of Papiſts and others, by raiſing unneceſſ 


ry Scruples, to prejudice our People againſt 


© the good old way, I have honettly endea- 


2 vour'd, ſo far as the Words of the Cate- 


© chiſm gave me occaſion, to vindicate and 
© explain the Doctrine and Diſcipline of the 
« Charch of Expland. oo oO 


© ANDI doearneſtly deſire Parents, ac- 


©* cording to their Duty, faithfully to aſſiſt 


© me in this neceſſary Work, by inſtruct- 
© ing their Children privately at —_ 
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* ſay their daily Prayers, and to repeat 
© their Catechiſm. 

© GOD proſper this, and all wiy Labours 
< amongſt you, to his Glory, and the Salva: 
s tion id Jour Souls, i is the heariy Prayer of 


Tour affelionate Paſtor, | 
WILLIAM ASSHETON 


IN the next Lear, 1702. he publübd 
Dire&tions for Fraper in wa, ee 55 * | 


A. 


© x./A ſet Form of Prayer 3 2 both vg 
ks and etpedient. ; 


g 9. OF Zeal and Pervency in a Prayer, 


BEING the Subſtance of a Sermon, oY 
caſlonally heard by one who was a Diſſen- 
ter, but is now. a Member of the Church of 
England. Publiſh'd at his earneſt Requeſt.” 

IN the firſt Inſtance he proves, that our 
bleſſed Saviour, who moſt certainly pray d 
by the Spirit, did both command an 
practiſe a ſet Form of Frayer, Matt. vi. 
Luke xi. 1, 2. Matt. xxvi. 44. 

IN the ſecond Inſtance he ſhews how! 
the effectual fervent Prayer of a righteous 
Man availeth much, Ja. v. 16. and proves 
from St. Cyprian, in his Tract de Orat. Do- 
min. that we ought to pray with an ag 


* 
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Deſire, and yet with Decency, with a fer- 

vent Zeal; and yet without Rudeneſs. 

Thus praying and acting himſelf, adding 

Works to his Devotions. | 
In the ſame Year he printed a Propofal for 

a Charity Fund, to be ſettled in each Dio- 

cels, (and be diſpos d of by the Biſhop, Oc.) 

for the Benefit of ſuch Clergymen as have f 

ſmall Preferments: Agreeabſe to what he — 

publiſh'd before, as I have ſhewn you in ö 

the Dedication of his Sermon before the - 

Sons of the Clergy, yet hoping here for 

their eminent Example to be follow'd by 

many others, both of the Nobility and 

8 in chearfully encouraging ſo good 

a Work. | ; 1 . 

T HIS was his annual Courſe, for the 

| good of his poor Brethren, and for the Be- 

nefit of all Men, to promote ſolid Piety 


and Love, ſincere Friendſhip and Charity 
5 every where; and upon the beſt Principles, 
; both Philoſophical and Divine, ſuch as you 
L may find manifeſt in his next Lear's La- 
1 bour, a large and excellent Work, Which I 


* 
* 


juſt mention'd in the Iat rodudt ion, as the 
7 Foundation of this Practical Eſſay, en- 
A Vindication of the Immortality of the 
. Saul, and a future State. B/ William 
| Acsſheton, D. D. Rector of Beckenham in 
Ws Kent, and Chaplain to his Grace the Dake 


of "Ormond. Printed in London, 1703. 
| H THIS 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


THIS Book is very humbly dedicated 
to the Illuſtrious his Grace * Duke of 
Ormond, &c. Chancellor of the Univerſi- 
ties of Oxford and Dublin, Knight of the 


moſt Noble Order of the Garter, and Lord- 


Lieutenant General, and General Governor 


of Ireland, in the moſt pious, affectionate, 
and zealous Strains, as any faithful Paſtor, 
dutiful Chaplain, or real Chriſtian could 


expreſs for his Grace's Honour and Sal- 


vation, with all his Noble Family; 
wherein he declares himſelf the oldeſt 


Chaplain then living, to his Grace's Grand- 
father of Renown'd Memory; and that 


he had thereby the daily Satisfaction to ob- 
ſerve the budding Hopes of his future 
Greatneſs. And What he did then happily 
preſage, he now liv'd to ſee; his Grace an 


Ornament to his Family, and a Publick 


Bleſſing to his Country, heartily praying 


he may long ſo continue for Her Majeſtys 
Glory and Happineſs in her deſir'd Refor- 
mation of all Her Subjects. He ſadly ob- 


ſerves the bold Scepticiſm and Infidelity; as 
much as the Vice of the preſent | Age; 
the Corruptions of Men's Principles, as 
much as their Practices, which ought e- 
qually to be reform'd; as our Faith to be 
defended equally with our Lives, by thoſe 
of his Grace's Eminence, who ſhall be 
ſenſible of their Duty to GOD and the 


Queen. N nne 
2 THUS 


£3 ; ? . 5 
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IT H Us he comes to the Iatroduction, 


ſhewing the Deſign of this Treatiſe, which, 
with the Contents, and the Cloſe, will give 
you the Heads and Subſtance of the whole. 
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The chief Cauſe of all the Wickedneſs 
and Prophaneneſs that abounds in the 
© World, is the not believing, or not con- 
< fidering the Immortality of the Soul, and 
© a future State; for did Men firmly believe, 
© and then ſeriouſly conſider, meditate, 
and think upon this great Truth, That 
© when they die, and leave this World, 
they ſhall not then periſh like the Brutes, 
and ceaſe to be; but their Souls, when 
© ſeparated from their Bodies, ſhall {till 
live, and perform the rational Operations 
© of Underſtanding and Will; ſhall have 


Pleaſure or Pain, even in the State of Se- 
© 'paration : And at the laſt, When the 


Great and Terrible Day of the LORD 
ſhall come, then their Souls ſhall again be 


united to their Bodies, and ſhall never be 


parted more; but in an unexpreſſible 


Manner, ſhall be happy or miſerable to 
all Eternity; I fay, did Men firmly be- 
lieve, and ſeriouſly conſider theſe Things, C 
What manner of Perſons would they then 
be in all Holy Converſation and Godlineſs! 


"2 | *AND 


- A NI D pete: for * Conviftion - 
© of alllooſe, ſenſual Epicureans and Deiſts, 
_ © whoſe Hope is only in this Life; and zue 

the Confirmation of honeſt, ſincer 
© weak, doubting Chriſtians, 1 Ward 
« ly examine, and by the Aſſiſtance of the 
bleſſed Spirit, ſhall endeavour to confirm 
this great Truth, That the Soul of Man 


is immortal; and that ary is e 
Life after this. 


The CONTENTS. 


Some Preliminary Conſiderations. EE 
1. Not be ſerprix d that this Truth i is con- 
tradicted. 


pP. 
2. Such Proof to be accepted, as the Nate 
. of the hed will admit. 


4 
3. In this Diſpute we Jappoſe 15 there is a 
60D. 


5 
4. The Arguments infited on are plain and 

popular. | 4550 
What is meant by the Soul? 8 


What is meant by the Immortality of the 
Foul? 


14 
The Immortality of a Soul and a fence State 
3 
1. Defrable. p. 17 
4 Deſcription of Heaven, from. P- 34 to p. 36. 
The Deſtrableneſs of a future e vindi- 
catea from an Objection. £ 


4 
The Immortality * the Soul, and a future 
State 155 


2. Poſ- 
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2. Poſſible, | LOO is 
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This Probability proud from; TI 
1. Creation. ee 55 
2. Providence. 95 
This further prov'd from the Nature f Mai 
1. The Inclination of Man's Nature. 10 3 
2. The Perfection of Man Nature. 109 
The Immortality of the S out, and a * 


State is, - 

4. Certain, 

Not with the Certainty of Senſe and Expe- 
rience: 116 

But the Certainty of Faith. ? 3 22 


* Immortality of the Soul prov'd from ®% 
* x. 28.  Compar'd with Luke xii. 


128 
T te Sleep ofthe Soul confited, from Phil. i. 
Ann 1 2 
. 'T; his Text vindicated {from ſecond 7 ; 
134 
The C ertainty ef. a a future State frovd 215 
8 the Goſpel. 
e peng, by he Reſerrection, and df 
4 on of Jeſus. SIO). 
4 Co Sceptical Objeftion, 139 
Anſwer. 140 
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were very credible Witneſſes of his Refur- 
rection and Aſcenſion. The ReſurreQion 
and Aſcenſion of Jeſus are a viſible, con- 
vincing Argument of the Immortality of 
the Soul, and a future State; therefore it 
is certain that the Soul is immortal, and 
© that there is another Life after this 


_ HAVING thus clear'd the Founda- 
tion of all Faith and Godlineſs, and fix'd 
Man's Hopes and Principles right upon 
moral Certainty, Hiſtorical and Eternal 
Verity, he Pe the World in the Year 
following, 1704. with a Method of De- 
votion in Times of Troubles and Afflicti- 
ons, collected chiefly out of the Holy 
Scriptures and Publick Offices of the 
Church, beginning with Ejaculations from 


ea aA K _6«4 


aA * 


 Pſal. Ixxxvie 7. xxxviii. 1. xxv. 17, 18, 1, 


20. Xliv. 15. lv. 5. XC. 8. cxix. 120. Ixxi. 
9. li. 1. Ixix. 17. XXVIL 1, 5. xxiii. 4. XXXI. 
7. xlii. 11. XXVII. 14. |. 15. and endi 


with Prayers for Patience: So for the Satis- 


faction and Comfort of all, he publiſh'd the 
next Year, 1705. A Brief Exhortation to 
the Holy Communion, with the Nature and 
Meaſures of Preparation concerning it. Fit- 
ted to the meaneſ; Capacities. Whereto is 
prefix'd a Requeſt and Letter of Thanks 
to the Doctor, for his Book of Deyotion for 
the LORD's-Day, and his Daily Devo- 
tions, Oc. from a Torkſhire Clersy ADs 
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directed to his Bookſeller, praying for a 
Bleſſing upon his Religious Labours, Oc. 
whereof. this ſeems the laſt, that was par- 
ticularly dedicated to his own Pariſhioners, 
in theſe Words of his uſual Stile. 


4 To the Inhabitants of the Pariſh of Becken- 


ham in Kent. 


HAVING given you Directions in 
* ſome former Papers, not only for your 


£. Daily Devotion, but alſo how to obſerve 


* and ſanctify the LORD's Day, I ſhall 
next proceed to inſtruct you concerning 
the Holy Communion, how you may 


_ © comfortably receive the Sacrament of the 
'LORD's Supper. os 
BUI before I attempt that Task (fo 
great is the Neglect of this Holy Inſtitu- 


© tion) I find it neceſſary to admoniſh you 


* of your Duty in theſe Two Inſtances. 


\* 1. TO convince you, that you are 


_ + obliged frequently to receive the Holy 
.* Sacrament. 


2. TO inſtru you in the Nature 
and Meaſure of that Preparation which 
is requir'd of all worthy Communicants. 
And this I ſhall attempt for the Sake of 
* ſome honeſt well-meaning People, who 
© are afraid to come to the LORD's Ta- 

H 4 ble, 


120 The LIFE 


ple, becauſe (as they fancy) they ate 
not duly ualif d and prepar'd... 
IHE Meaſures of which Rreparati- 
con L ſhall the better explain, when 1 have 
« firſt given you this brief Account of the 
Nature of the Sacrament. 
WHICH he: plainly does from our 


11 


LORD o] Toflirution recorded by Four 
of the Sacred Writers, St. Mat. xxvi. 26. 
N.. Mark xiv. 22. St. Lake xxii. 14. and 


St. Paul, 1 Cor. xi. 23, 24. adding the Sum 
of all as collected by the Church of England 
n the Prayer of Conſecration. Which In- 
en of CHRIST he proves to be as 
formal a Command to do what he then did, 
as Words can expreſs. And "OY theſs | 
two T hings: 15 5 ; 


1. TO * a . grateful Commemors- | 
tion of his Death and Paſſion. - 


2. TO partake of all Benefits and Bleſ. 
ſings, Which are the Effects and Conſe- 
quents of ſuch a Remembrance; as he 
rther explains it; And then he demon- 
ſtrates the N eglect of this poſitive plain 
Command to be a wilful known Sin, and 
damnable; as the wilful Continuance in 
any one known Sin of Omiſſion or Com- 
miſſion, is a damning State, and conſe- 


quently ſuch a State wherein there is no 
Salvation. 


H A- 


2 1 Wo | „ 
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HAVING thus clear'd and preſsd 
home this neceſſary Duty of conſtant and 
frequent Communion, c. he goes on 
next to inform and ſatisfy the ſcrupulous, 
honeſt, and well diſpos d, in their Qualifi- 


cations, or due Preparations for the LORD's 


Supper, to make them acceptable Gueſts, 
tho” none can be worthy enough) at his 
oly Table; this admits of a twofold 
Conſideration, _ es 1 


1. Internal. 
2. Enternal. 


B internal Preparation, I denote, ſays 
© he, the obtaining and practiſing thoſe in- 
© ward Graces,whereby the Soul doth ſhew 
its Dependance upon, and Relation to 
60D; as Faith, Hope, Love, Charity, 
Sorrow for Sins paſt, and Reſolution of 
füt Obedience, MG. 

B external Preparation I denote, 
© thoſe external Acts of Worſhip, thoſe 
+ outward Duties, whereby the inward 
* Piety and Devotion of the Soul, in the 
5. Exerciſe of the foremention'd Graces, is 
« expreſs'd and cheriſh'd : As Prayer, read- 


_ © ing the Holy Nees, and other pious 


© Books, hearing of Sermons, private Me- 
* ditation, Self-Examination, 9 Confe- 
* rence with others, Ic. Theſe he | 
| eb by e 
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he premiſes diſtinctly; and then conſiders 
the great Duty of Self-Examination, 1 Cor. 


XI. a > . | 
4 4 - * # . ” 
Fa + | 4 Py 4 5 = 


1. In reſpe&t to Knowledge; under- 
c ſtanding the Nature of this moſt folemn 
© Feaſt, or diſcerning the LORD's Body, 
© v. 29. Why the ſacred Elements are con- 
< ſecrated and ſet apart; why the Bread 
« ts broken, and the Wine pour'd out; not 
© as at a common Meal, but a Spiritual 
© and Heavenly Feaſt, Oc. Tr ett 


2. IN reſpect to Practice, according 
to the laſt Anſwer in our Church Cate- 
chiſm, which he particularly explains; and 
ſo concludes the Whole with an uſeful Di- 
ſtinction of Charity, or Love; as Two- 

fold, in theſe Words, e ee 


1. A Love of Complacency or Friend- 
« ſhip; which diſpoſes us to defire and 
delight in the Converſation of others. 


2. A Love of Benevolence or Com- 
« paſſion; which prompts us to deſire and 
© endeavour the Benefit of others. 
IHE Love of Complacency or Friend 
« ſhip is not due to all Men; for the 
© Goſpel which commands you to be harm- 
© lefs as Doves, doth likewiſe require you 
© to be wile as Serpent. 
„„ NO 
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NOW it is no Inſtance of Prudence to 


4 
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take a Snake into your Boſom, and to treat 
your Enemy as your Friend, or to converſe 
cheerfully, and with Freedom, and to com- 
municate your Secrets to him who 1s falſe 
to your Intereſt ; and who takes all Occa- 
ſions to ſlander and affront you, and were 
it in his Power, deſigns your Ruin. 


\ - < SINCE therefore tis morally impoſſible 


to take Delight in the Converſation of a 
captious defigning Perſon ; and ſince tis 
not prudent to make a falſe injurious Man 
your Friend, you may fafely infer, you 
are not oblig'd to love ſuch an Enemy 
with this Love of Complacency and 
Friendſhip. 5 


> 


BUI beſides this Love of Complacency 


== BOOT. 


c 
c 
6 

0 
2 


and Friendſhip, there 1s a Love of Bene- 
volence or Good-Will, which prompts you 


to defire and endeavour the Welfare' of 
all Men. 4 85 | 


* BY this Love of Benevolence you are 
oblig*'d to be juſt to all Mankind, and 
conſequently to your very Enemies. You 
muſt be faithful to them in all your Promi- 
ſes, true and ſincere in all your Speeches, 
juſt and punctual in all your Dealings; nor 
muſt you pretend that you have the Free- 
dom to falſify and tell Lyes, to raiſe Ca- 
lumnies, or report falſe and ſlanderous 

Stories, even of an Enemy ; neither may 
you wrongfully with-hold what is * to 


* 


*. * 
> 1 2 V+ 
% . 
' 1 e 
n - E 3 8 , 
5 5 7 < , A P tn © * © F 7 G L * 
4 . 1 4 1 d 4 A x A* 
- L *I * D 

"as mo £ 4 of . 8 BY : © 1 9 
_ & : g 1 8 x 
» &- „5 S * 1 , % % 

8 4 5 * 2 H. 0 
» - 


8 * b breakin your Promiſe, nor ma 
© you 1 | or defraud him. y 
* AND as Chrriſtian Love thinketh-no 

„Evil, ſo it inclines you to be doing 

C * Good. 

As you muſt not abuſe your Enem 

6 with Lyes and flanderous Stories, 10 

« when Occaſida. is offer d, you muſt give 

6. him his juſt Commendation ; and when 

„it may be for his Advantage, muſt” 

him a Character, muſt; re _ 

him as fairly as his Caſe will admit. 
© you muſt not wrong and injure 

Enemy by Cozenage and Fraud wk 

© leſs by open Force, violently detaining 

7 what is his) ſo Chriſtian Love doth of 

you to do him right; to help and 

0 alli him when he is oppreſs d, and to 

< relieve him when he is in Want. 

© thine Enemy be hungry, give bim Brea 
to eat; and if be be thirſty, 2 bim 
£ Water to drink; for thou | 

5. Coals ef Fire upon his Head, 0 5 m 

him down to Kindneſs) and # 
© ſhall reward thee, Prov. xxv. 21; 4 

Hus by a Love of Benevolence and 

4 Compaſſion, you are oblig d to de in 

Si Charity with all Men. Forgive 

'*:love/your Enemies: Bleſs them that cur 

. 0%, 40 good to them that hate you, and 
Fray for them that deſpitefully uſt you, and 


v perſecute you. 
ONO THUS 
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JH Us ends this moſt uſeful Exhortation 
to the moſt comfortabl, e and neceſſary Du- 
in a little Book highly valu'd and pre- 
er 'd by the judicious, beyond others of 
. rhe the modern C ſies 
ern Controver upon 
822 A he carefully read the lear- 
ned Dr. Hickes 2 Dr. "Hancock, 5 


ad Mr. Lell Lbs wah 
Nallan on the Chriſtian 
te: the famous Mr. A 


Cugwerth , to whoſe Notion 
| 1 inclin q; ; yet he wou'd: 

differ, nor have the — of the Church 
troubled about Words and Names, which 


Antiquity hath uſed, and might uſe in 


a lawful' Senſe. e believed this 'Sacra- 
ment to be an Euchariſtical, a repre- 


ntative and commemorative Sacrifice; 


and  wiſh'd that Authority might or- 


der a Credential, and the Memorial, or 
Prayer of Oblation (as in the Liturgy of 


Edi. VI.) to be 9 again in our Com- 


munion-Office, gc. But as Devotion was 


his conſtant Buſin els, and Delight, fo he 


finiſh'd his wv, —— Work of this 


kind, in the Lear 1 his largeſt and 
moſt excellent Bock locked, highly uſeful 


for all Perſons wharſoever, | in Lite and 
Death, . 


4 


A Method of Devotion for Sick and Dying 
Perſons : With particular Directions from 
the Beginning of Sickneſs, to the Hour 
of Death. By William Asſheton, D. D. 

Rector of Beckenham 7# Kent, and Chap- 
lain to bis Grace the Duke of Ormond. i 
F Printed at London, 1706. Tops > 
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Thats follows a ſhort Dedication; th . 
Preface and Contents, which manifeſt- the 
full Intent and Subſtance of this moſt 

Work, containing the chief Duties of C hri- 
ſtians; which every one ought to ſtudy and 
bly.” that ene live and die corn fot 
tably. hi 
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The DEDICATION: 


70 0 _ 1 Du Hos! His Grace Tanks 
Duke of Ormond, c. Lord Lieute- 
nant General, and General Seen 
cf the Ring am F Ireland: | 

This Manual Sf Devotions is bany PAY 
dicated and preſented by | His Grace s 
— rk ow and obliged Chaplain, 

WILLIAM ASSHETON. 


ThePREFACE. 


HAVING formerly oubliſhed l Dai- 
Do, with B and Devotions for the Bordꝰs 

ay, with Devotions in Times of 7 
„ an 


Cc. 
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© and Affliftion, for the Die of à Country- 


Fariſb; as a farther Inſtance of my Du- 
6 "ay in inſtructing thoſe committed to my 
Charge, I thought it might be uſeful, in 


4 = ſame familiar Manner, to give ſome | 


0 Directions and Aſſiſtance to fen and dy- 
ing Perſonss. 


THAT when the Extvennity! of Age, 


© the Weakneſs and Decays of Nature, or 
the Violence of a Diſeaſe, do admoniſh 


(them of their approaching Diſſolution; 
they may then be inſtructed what to do; 


how to behave themſelves both to GOD 
© and Man; in What Manner, and with 


© what Circumſtances, they may think of 


leaving this World, before ey enter into 
© he nest. 

5 ACCORDINGLY thro Dibing Af 
8 ſtance, IL do now- publiſh ( hat ſome 
Time ſince Was promis d) 4 Method of 
© Devotion for fick and dying Perſons; with 

« particular Directions, from the Beginning 
A Sickneſs to the Hour of Death. 
I T have: treated this Subject wks the 
| « greateſt Plainneſs; and have endeavour'd 
<'ro be faithful to my Title; by omittin 
nothing, which may be thought necel- 
« fary for the Inſtruction or Comfort of a 
* ſick and dying Perſon. 

1 have largely examin'd the great 
Point of Reſtitution : And have particu- 


larly preſs'd-it upon _ Conſcience of the 


«ſick Man. AND 
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© AND if what I have ſaid on that 
5 Occaſion ſhall not be pleaſing, I cannot 
« help it. I have this to ſupport me a- 

«ua the ſharpeſt Cenſures; I have been 
ithful in this hi Inflance and have done 
but my Duty. 
N . E Prayers are chiefly. collected 
« from the publick Offices of our Church; 
or elſe, from the Devotions of ſuch ve⸗ 
* nerable Names, as ſufficiently recom- 
© mend them to all regular and pious Chri- 
'S * The Texts of Scripture are me- 
'd with Care and Diligence. And 
8 —_ endeavour'd-to place them in their 
« Light, ſo as to ſtrengthen. and rin 
< each other. 

AND that this Diſcourſe m y be more 
< uſeful, 'I' muſt deſire my How r not to 
4 miſtake the Title; or to fancy, that be- 
© cauſe it is directed to ſuch Perſons, that 
* therefore none are concerned to look in- 
to it, or to take Notice of this, or ſuch 
© like Diſcourſes, till they are ſick and dy- 
* 

Ws: 1 bohnen And fatal 
Miſtake; for we are all too apt to put 

© far from us the evil Day. 

- _ © AND therefore to avoid this dangerous 
Rock, upon which too many have ſplit, 
and ſhipwreck'd their Hopes-of Heaven, 
« *tis pertinent to admoniſh, That there is 

© a Twofold Preparation for Death, habi- 
- + rualand actual. | 1. THE 


Fa 
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THE Habitual Preparation is provi- 
« ding Oyl for gur Lamps; or, Grace in 
our Souls The Actual Preparation is 
the trimming of our Lamps, in che Ex- 
© erciſe of thoſe Graces. 
IT HE former of theſe is the Bafin 
+ of our Lives, in the Days of Health and 


: Vigour. The latter is expected from us, 


in the Time of Sickneſs, and at the Hour 
0 Death. N 
AND to be yet more plain and di 


4 ſtinct, I expreſs my {elf thus; 


It is the Sick Man's Duty to bear his 
Sickneſs with Patience; ; to; repent him 
truly of his Sins; to be in Charity with 
© all the World; to have Faith and Truſt 
in GOD, and to be willing to die. 
- * BU T now unleſs the Sick Man hath 
© practisd theſe Duties in the Time of his 
Health; how can he expect the Com- 
c Dk of them when he comes to die? 
TO make this more practical, I beg 


—— 0 nt i 


4 tha Freedom of the following Advice. 


* SINCE a frequent Meditation on 


Death, is the beſt Introduction to a due 


Preparation for it; let the pious Chrifti- 
© an, at certain periods, make r the 
Subject of his Retirements. 
AND having dy'd, as it were, by 
* Anticipation, and. put himſelf into a 
Poſture of dying, let him then proceed 
60 pr actiſe, by 2 and i * 


© the forementioned Duties and Graces, as 
the State of his Soul ſhall require. 
* THAT the following Treatiſe may 

| © be ſerviceable to the Church of GOD, 
© and may, thro? Divine Bleſſing, be in- 
« ſtrumental to the Salvation of precious 
© immortal Souls, is the humble and hearty 
© Prayer of its unworthy Author. 
AND he hopes he ſhall not be imper- 
tinent, if he thus far commends it to pub- 
lick Acceptance, vis. . 
THAT Books of this Subject, if 
given at Funerals, may be of great Ad- 
vantage to the Living; and would be 
© much more ſeaſonable Expreſſions of Re- 
< ſpect and Kindneſs to the Memory of tlie 
Dead, than ſome other Diſtributions. 
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4 — the Will is end %, Doves 
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es 
O ſenging for the Miniſter. 12 
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Scriptures concerning Patience. 49 
 Prayersfor Patience. © 5 
' Of Repentance on à ſick Bed. n 
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Not then to be begun, but finiſhed and com- 


leated. EE, 64 

ow this muſt be done. a 

F Confeſſion of Sins. ks 66 

\criptures concerning Confeſſion. 07 

Forms of Confeſſion, with Prayers for Par- 

don. | 72, to 86 

The fick Man to examin the Truth of his Re- 
Pe nt ance. | 8 


mths to be done by Charity and Reſtitution. 
Charity is expreſsd in forgiving, and giving. 


Charity in forgiving. 8 

he Neceſſity of it. N 92, to 98 
Scriptures concerning it. 99 
Prayers for Enemies. 101 
Of Charity in giving. © 106 
Pleas and Excuſes auſwer'd. 113, to 123 
Scriptures concerning Alms-Deedss lb. 
Prayers concerning it. 126 
Of Reconciliation. | 134 
AProteſtation of Forgiveneſs. 140 


Of Reſtitution; Largely. 142, to 200 
Of Reſtitution, with reſpect to the Soul. 


15 | 14 
===] the Body. Y " 
Ao 0 the Eſtate. _ | 154 
===T 0 good Name. | 184 
Of aſick Mans Belief. 203 
Of his Truſt in GOD. . 214 
1. With reſpect to his Soul,  - Ib 


Comfortabie Scriptures againſt Deſpair. 218 
A Prayer againſt Deſpair. 224 
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2. Of Truſt in GOD, with reſpect to, the 


Body. . 228 
Scriptures concerning it. 229 
Prayer under Bodily Pains. 13 
3. Of Truſt in GOD, with reſpect ts his 

Fam; n OP 
Scriptures concerning it. 244 


Of the ſick Man's being willing to die. 24 
In what Caſe Death is to be fear d. 24 


A Prayer. © | 245 
Death not to be fear'd by a good Man; and 


r bs 250, 0 274 
Scriptures againſt Fear of Death Ib. 
Prayers againſt Fear of Death. * 278 
The ſick Mans Daily Prayers. 23 2 
A Prayer for afick Man. 3 
The fick Man's reading the Holy Scriptures. 
5 . 290 
Of reading the Pſalms. © 291 
Leſſons for a Mee. | 292 
The fick Man's ſelf Examination. 295 to 310 
The fick Mans communicating.  _ 311 
The fick Man's Abſolution. 314 
Prayers for a ſick Perſon in danger of Death. 
| 1 
A Litany for a ſick Perſon. 320 
Ejaculat ions for a Dying Perſoun. 325 
Forms of recommending the Soul to GOD. 
10 . F 
A commendatory Prayer at the Point of Pe. 
Parture. 333 


A Prayer for a fick Chill. 334 
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A Prayer for a fick Child in danger of Death, 
An Offce of Thankſgiving for Arial 5 5 
HE RE ends this Compendium of the 


whole Duty of Men and Chriſtians. 


IN the ſame Year he took occaſion from 
the remarkable Story of one dying at Do- 
ver,and appearing to her Friend at Canter- 
bury (as well atteſted in Print) to publiſh 
his Opinion of 
The Poſſibility of Ne Being an 

* Anſwer to this Queſtion, 


Whether can departed Souls (Souls ſe- 
* parated from their Bodies) ſo appear, as 
to be viſibly ſeen, and converſe here on 
Earth? 1 | 


. HER EIN he proves that there are 
Spirits and incorporeal Beings, as well as 
Men, which none but a Sadducee or an 
Atheiſt will pretend to deny ; and that 
there is an inviſible World, as well as a vi- 
ſible, is rational and convincing ; and that 
there are Spirits and immortal Souls of the 
ſame Nature with Angels, who are mini- 


ſtring Spirits, and have often appear d in 


viſible Forms: Therefore, humane Souls, 
(as well inclin'd, or divinely permitted for 
#9 the 
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the Good of others here) may appear in 
like manner, tho? not re- united to their 
groſs Terreſtrial Bodies, but aſſuming cer- 
tain Ætherial Shapes, in reſemblance 
thereof, or airy Vehicles, as Philoſophy 
calls them. | „„ 
S O he concludes, that ſuch Apparitions 
may be true, tho we are not able to ex- 
plain the manner of them; and tho? a- 
undance of theſe Reports have been mere 
Banter and Colluſion, or the Impreſſions of 
Fear, and a melancholy Imagination; yet 
ſome of theſe Appearances have been ſo 
publickly viſible, and ſo well atteſted, that 
if there is ſuch a Thing as Fides Hiſtorica, 
and if we may believe a thing which we 
our ſelves did not ſee, the Truth of ſuch 
Apparitions is not to be diſputed. 
AFTER this, he publifh*'d ſome Oc- 
caſional Prayers from Biſhop Taylor, Biſhop 
Coins, Biſhop Kenn, &cs and then a devout 
Collection of Divine Hymns and Poems, on 
ſeveral Occaſions. Printed at London, 1708. 
IHE Preface and Contents followii 
thus preſent you with the Defign and Head: 
of this Book. ' ee 
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The PREFACE. 


© THE following Poems (fome of 
F which never yet printed) were at firſt 
collected for private Uſe; but the fre- 
| quent 


Dr. William Asſheton. 135 


© quent reading of them hath been ſo plea- 
« {ing, and their Subject matter of fo great 
6 Concernment, that ſeveral judicious Per- 


« ſons are of Opinion, it might be a ſeaſo- 


© nable Service to Religion, to make them 
© publick. 1 5 

* THE Hymns for the Morning, if 
© committed to Memory, and then duly re- 
« peated, may be of excellent Uſe to de- 
& vout Souls; not only to raiſe their Hearts 
in a juſt Admiration of the Wiſdom, 
© Power, and Goodneſs of their Great 
Creator, but alſo to prevent thoſe Crowds 
© of worldly, ſenſual bas which 
are too apt to offer themſelves at our 
« firſt awaking in the Morning. 

80 likewiſe thoſe Anthems for the E- 
© vening may very ſeaſonably calm and 
© compoſe the Soul, tird with the Toils 
and Follies of the preceding Day. 
HOSE of Death and Judgment are 
£ equally affecting, and by the Elegancy of 
their Compoſure, may invite us often to 
think on thoſe great Concerns, which it 
© 1s0ur Intereſt never to forget. 

© THE reſt of the Poems are of equal 
© Strength and Beauty, and are commend- 

c ed to the devout Reader, with this uſeful 
Reflection: 

THA the collecting and publiſh- 
ing of ſuch divine Poems, may, thro' 
© GOD's Bleſſing, . be a ſeaſonable Antidote 
RE I 4 a- 
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. againſt the derne and pernicious At- 
el e of this looſe and licentious Age. 
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Oz the Obſervation of Chriſtmaſs-Day. By 
the ſame, Ann. 1650. 5 
Te Deum Laudamus, paraphras d by Mr. 
Oldham. | 87 


_ HEREWITH he piouſly diverted 
himſelf in his dear Retirement, as he did 
with the old Moraliſts upon Age and Death, 
to go thro? it familiarly and chearfully, as 
he became more ſequeſtred from the World. 
Yet his Spirit was ftrong, and his Zeal re- 
vived for his Brethren and Companions 
Sake in the Houſe of GOD, for the juſt Di- 
vine Rights of that true Church which 
was always at his Heart, and which he 
could not bear to ſee burleſqu'd, and blaſ- 
phem'd (with all Things and Perſons ſa- 
cred) by an infolent prophane Author 
and his Gang, whom he vigorouſly at- 

tacks, and gives Satisfaction to all reaſo- 
nable Men, in the Points 5 to his 
own Order of Goſpel-Miniſters, from the 
higheſt to the loweſt, as you may read at 
large in his next Publication, vis. 


A Seaſonable Vindication of the Clergy. Be- 
ing an Anſwer to ſome Reflections in a 
late Book, entituPd, The Rights of the 
Chriſtian Church Aſſerted, Sc. Hum- 
bly ſubmitted to the ſerious Conſideration 
of the Nobility and Gentry of Great- 
Britain, By @ Divine of the Church of 

England. Printed in London, 1709. 
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He that deſpiſeth you, de 5 me; and he 
that de wy” me, deſpiſeth him that ſent 
me, Luke x. 16. 

VWHEREIN, after having obſerved in ge- 
© neral, that tho? an unſeaſonable Vindicati- 
con is uſually rejected as a Suſpicion of Guilt, 
yet where Silence againſt foul and falſe 
© Imputations may be interpreted a Con- 


; feſſion, there the Proteſtation of a Man's 


© own Innocency is ever juſt, and ſometimes 
© neceſſary; and when others do us open 


Wrong, tis not then Vanity, but Chari- 


© ty, to do our ſelves open Right; and 


© whatever Appearance of Folly or vain 
© Boaſting there is in ſo doing, they are 


_ © chargeable with all, that compellus there- 


to, and not we. He proceeds: 

* AMONGST the many Afflictions 
© which the Orthodox Clergy are ſure. to 
© meet with in the World, this is not the 
© leaſt; that they are to wreſtle with the 
© unjuſt and bitter Upbraidings of unreaſo- 
© nable and malicious Men, whoſe Tongues 
© being ſet on Fireof Hell,are thereby unhap- 
© py Inſtruments of the Devil (that great 
© Accuſer of the Brethren) whoſe known 
© Deſign it is, by vilifying their Perſons, to 
c eneryate their Function, and by falſe 
6 Suggeſtions, to make their Labours inef- 
# fectual 
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THE Pride, Ambition, and Cove- 
© touſneſs of the Clergy, their careleſs Non- 


© Reſidence, their encroaching Pluralities, 
their pragmatical Intermeddling with ſe- 
« cular Affairs; theſe are the noted Topicks 
© of ſome Men's Enlargement, wherein 
© with what Virulency, they expreſs them- 
« ſelves, it were a happy Thing, if the 
e Practice of ſuch Perſons would 
ſu 


Tribe of Levi. | 


SO he proves this Holy Tribe, the Cler- 


gy,.to be the Lights of the World, Mat.v. 
Act. xxvi. 18. and to have not only Ability 
(that's not ſufficient, GOD is a GOD of Or- 
der, and we muſt not run before we are 


ſent) but likewiſe a Commiſſion (Joh. xx. 
21. As my Father hath ſent me, even ſo 


ſend I you) to perform their Miniſterial 
Acts, whereby, thro' Divine Inſtitution 


and Bleſſing, they convey Grace into the 
Soul, to be Ambaſſadors of Reconciliation 
for Chriſt, 2 Cor. v. 20. who receive their 


Credentials from the King of Kings, ſo 


ought to be receiv'd, maintain'd, and ho- 


nour'd. Whereupon he {hews the N 1775 
5 6 ity 


er us to be ignorant. There is a 
* ſtrange Fondneſs in ſome Men to reflect 
c upon their Superiors in Church and State, 
and the Fluency of their Zeal on ſuch Oc- 
< caſions is very remarkable; but their Con- 

cCeits are never ſo rais'd, ſo ſparkling, and 
« triumphant, as when they encounter the 
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fity and Dignity of a well conſtituted Mi- 
niſtry. And the Entertainment, fays he, 
we find in the World, doth make it ſeaſo- 
nable ſo far to magnify our Office, as to 
remind you how much you are oblig'd 
to that deſpisd Order of Men, call'd 
the Clergy, who are yet miſrepreſented 
and oppreſs'd by many falſe Reflections; 
as when their Acceptance of theſe Ho- 
nours, with which the Queen, who is 
the Fountain of Honour, may as pru- 
dently encourage Divinity, as any other 
Profeſſion, ſhall be voted Pride; when 
modeſt Endeavours for the bettering of 
our Fortunes ſhall be ftiPd Ambition; 
when an honeſt Care to provide for our 
Families (no lefs requiſite in Church- 
men, than in any other Men) ſhall be 
branded as Covetouſneſs; when legal 
Proceedings to ſecure our Rights and Pri- 
6 vileges from the Encroachments of o- 
© thers, ſhall be condemn'd not only as Co- 
© vetouſneſs, but Contention alſo. + | 


A 


E. 


WW HEN ſuch falſe Vizards ſhall be 


put upon the Face of Things, no Won- 
© der tho? we take up the Prophet 1/aiah's 
© Complaint, LORD, who hath believed our 
© Report, as Truth itſelf ſhall loſe its Cre- 
© dit, Oc. TY OO 
© AND therefore it concerns us, as we 
© value our, own Reputation, or the Wel- 
fare of People committed to our Charge, 

0 
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© to wipe off that Dirt, which Malice on 
the one Hand, and Senſuality on the 
© other (tho with different Deſigns) have 
* thrown upon us. „ 80 
8 O he proceeds methadically to collect 
their ſeveral Calumnies and Cenſures into 
one entire Objection, and then returns a 
full and ſatisfactory Anſwer. . 
MORE particularly, with reſpect to 
Poverty and Honours, ſhewing the Neceſ- 
ſity of a well ſettled Revenue, upon Con- 
ſideration of thoſe Duties eſpecially re- 
quir d of the Clergy, x Tim. iii. 2. given to 
Send apt to teach. Whoſe Revenues 
ought therefore to be preſerv'd againſt all 
facrilegious Invaſions, by thoſe who are 
ſincere and honeft, and will (in their ſeve- 


ral Stations) aſſert the Rights of the Chri- 


ſtian Church, out of Conſcience, and 
not Deſign, &9c. 501 
JH Us he concludes with a Vindication 
of our Biſhops and dignify'd Men from ſome 
Texts objected ; obſerving how — © [Thoſe 
* who interpret the Scriptures by the cor- 


< rupt Gloſſes of their own partial RefleQi- 


© ons, may pretend to prove what they 


_ © pleaſe; but they who are humble and 
* modeſt, and unbiaſs d in their Judgments, 


© do eaſily obſerve, 'That it is not Power 


and Authority, or the Title of Lord, 


* that is here condemn'd, but the Abuſe of 
. „ 36 em 


* them by Ambition, Tyranny and Op- 
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Fathers ah — 2 7 rh, Rene 
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his ſeal Dignity GE ler dag ehe . 
or 17570 general Relief, 87 Sr | 
Ks Kr tionale Sermon before the 
of tlie Clergy 20 at St. Phal's, pr 
; 3 ny Books; and Props 
compaill hardly 2 pred the 
Which bes owns you alteady. fie 
Which may further be ecm i 
the Imitation of all our chief Cle View, 5 
Gentry both, in out remaining 
Eopilitferarions of this r Þrieft : 


v E 2 bas ieee ail! nf 
ales 1 20 7 45 ien TO 13 en PAR 
BIN tis Biggs Feil. e 


IHLENE.! £ 12 
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and 1 9 79 his ſhole * Life Mac G "x 


lee to to pra for 3 3 * 4 
nei wou'd, 1 ſuffer any to periſh for 
want, of Admonition or Reproof; as wel 
in the: 8 of Meekneſs, as with all Au- 
Da tho he never ſued, cited, or pro- 

ute the moſt. injurious and obſtinate 
Offenders, yet he rebuked and avoided the 
Unruly, and kept the impertinently Cenſo- 
Tas pointe at a Ss g 8 5 

IC! complying with, nor foo 
hun Lee however modeſt and — 
deſcending he Was to the Loweſt, yet none 
mould command or enſlave him: As. he 
was both harmleſs and wiſe, he cou'd hurt 
no body, nor forſake his own. Defence. He 
* wow'd diſtinguiſh: Men rightly, and do all 
Good with Diſcretion ; he knew, and did 
his own Duty well, and wou'd have all his 
People mind theirs, every one in his proper 
Station; who. 5 not to tell him what 
to Ppreach, c. however offended: at his 
F 
oraly Guilty are in all Pariſhes, proclaim- 


ing 3 own Sin and Madneſs, before they 


are 1 a 8 meant; ſo ys he W 5 
with ſuc ances, as e:told-me, of 
a willful e 0 ener en 
Church; ſometimes, and, from W e 
etending, 5 h I. 
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bleſſed Sacrament : But the good Doctor 
imputed this more to Tgnorance than Wil- 
fulneſs; pitied, and friendly difcourſed 
him, and took ' Pains to convince and re- 


form him; yet all to no Purpoſe ; as it uſu- 


ally falls out upon Satan's poſſeſſing any, 
(See . ſimple Folk) 7 Pre. 
judice, Paſſion, Malice, or Pride, the Mo- 
ther of Contention: And this is the Devil's 
Maſter- piece in Craft and Fury, to raiſe 
all the Evil Spirits he can, for the ruin of 
Souls, in Oppoſition to their Spiritual 


Guides; ſuch as he truly approv'd himſelf, 
and (like our great Maſter) bore the Con- 


tradictions of Sinners againſt himſelf; ſtill 
pray'd, and endeavour'd to reconcile even 
the moſt averſe, and thoſe very hot and 


high Spirits, who quarrelling among them- 


ſelves, will not endure a Peace-Maker ; as 
all other wretched Sinners, who hate to be 
reform'd, and fo become our Enemies for 

telling them the Trath. = 
"SUCH there were both among the High 


and Low, who yet outwardly honour'd 


him, and cou'd not uſe him ſo ill, as poor- 
er Miniſters are generally us d, and inſulted 
a . 00 102, 
YET his Righteous Soul was griev'd at 
the Profaneneſs of ſome, the Hypocriſy of 

others, and the Injuſtice or Uncharitable. 
neſs of any within his Verge or Know. 


ledge ; with an _ to whom, I knew that 
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, d ene wer e 
y (cho cantiouſly) prea 
mer, and preſenfed the latter, both to 
Sentry and Commonalty; ſincerely en- 
qeavouring to bring all to Re pentance, and 
4990 them in the ſolid Pract e of Piety 
Virtue, keeping them, in, t Vary of 
ne tho but in the Form of God - 
lese and the Way of Graces hoping it 
| rodyce i the Power leading then to 
vation. at length; So he;gave none of 
his Flock Occaſion, or. Time toftray away, 
1587 affected nat the Straying of others to 
a are ny dig from Neighbouring 
2: MF bieak be Sabbath, Or abſent 
e om any, of God's Ordinances 
ll which 7255 walk F bande. He had 
] Daun. 1122 0 80 qught 
i hecom — 2 eman, yet got forget- 
ting the wings, giving no wong Notions, 
or ill Examples, too notorious among the 
Rich and Grgat, Which he ee and la- 
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rude and daringly diſobedient to Almighry 
GOD, diſhonouring his Name and Ser. 
vice, robbing him of his at , tranſgreſſing: 


his Laws, and po Raven apa 
Worſhip to ow ag wk gs zun 
ſeaſonable Viſits; Entertainments, + hte ca 


neither remember what is poſitively com- 
TER all, nor conſider how: lknaturd! 
prove toi themſelves and Attendants, 
ny pear foie in other Men's Sins with 
book own; and how -extreamly : uncivil: 
they are to our Creator and Redeemer, 
Who can reſent ſuch: Aſtronts, and will 
judge every one without reſpect of Perſons 
according te his Goſpel, at the Laſt: Day. 
What: Privilege! then wilt: the Rich have 
above the Poor! What Advancement will! 
the Gentleman have above the Beggar? 
none ſurely, but the moſt-deplorable;; an 
hea vier Condemnation, boch for — 
Offences; and all others Ocaſionꝰd by their 
Command, Enoouragement, or Rasa ie 
A ſerious and neceſſa 2 Reflection this, for 
all Parents, Maſters, Magiſtrates, Ac. for all 
in Power, ho forget not God, and their 
own Souls, All which this good Paſtor Ww-as 
ſo ſenſible of, that he left not his People 
without warning, and none cou d become 
his Enemies therefore, but moſt unreaſon- 
ably, for uttering Truth, Sc. as we are all 
oblic'd to do, tho we have not all his happy 


Temper, eee 1 
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e n nor equal Abilities for 
our? holy Function, which render'd him 


yniverſally: Belov'd and Eſteem' d. Again, 
he ſo much the more deſerv'd of his Pariſh, 
as he was more Generous and Charitable 
among them than juſt to himſelf, in diſre- 
garding often his ſmall Tythes and Perqui- 
ſites; taking 1 ape y what 'fome' left him, 
and helping yea, conniving at What 
he foun Salon (as all Clergy- men do) 
to complain of, the little Conſcience Men 
ſhew in paying their Tythes, not conſide- 
ring either our Divine or Legal Rights to 
the ſame; wherein to make all juſt and 
eaſie too, he try'd all poſſible fair ways 
without Contention, by lexting out the 
Whole, and letting every Man his Part; 
and at laſt taking all in Kind, when they 
would not come near the Value, and yet 
Tax and Aſſeſs him, in the common mean 
Revenge and unjuſt ſelfiſnneſs of ſume Land- 
lords and Tenants together: However he 
chargeably began, and perſiſted i in _ 
ue Ten many Years, till his Death; 
oy all im able eaſe to his People, aud 
too much loſ andexpence ro himſe f; Who 
yet always obſerv'd and declard, that the 
Worſt Tythe was better than the beſt 
Compoſition he could make; moſt Country- 
men being too hard at Bargains, and often 
ſocunreaſonable as to ſtand i in Aras yn 
x hard cn . ones 


H E generouſly let paſs the unrighteous 
Gains, and encouraged the Induſtrious, 
pity ing and relieving the Negligent and 
Unfortunate; he kept Servants and Horſes 


them upon any Requeſt, to help his Neigh- 
bours in Seaſon and Biſtreſs; ſo kind Pia 


beneficial was the to all in their Worldly 


Concerns, befides ſpending his' whole Par- 
ſonage among them, or more; in Hoſpitality 
and Charity, as appears from what he ſold 
of his own Eſtate, and his Wife's, above 
ooo J. Value, and left not half that Money 
hind him, tho? he was a frugal, prudent 
Manager, and never any way extravagant, 
but purely ' compaſſionate and generous. 
As he was an excellent Chriſtian in 
Temper and Practice, and à true born 
well-bred Gentleman indeed; fo he recei- 
ved his Friends and Brethren not only ci- 
villy, but' chearfully and thankfully; and 
ſo he entertain'd all Strangers, and treated 
„„ ? i 4 ne rtoeet ns hong 
HE kept a conſtant good Table, and 
ſeem'd glad of daily Gueſts, excepting Faft- 
Days, Oc. otherwiſe, the more frequent 
Viſts were to him, the more welcome. 
Tho? indiſpos d, or more buſy than ordina- 


ry in his Study at any time, yet he would 


order immediate Reception, and fend a juſt 
Apology, with, ſome good entertaining 
Book, News, Oc, until he could come 


down, * -, 


| a or 8 room for ee . 
and conduct him to his on Retirement 
With ree 22. open Aue as] he e 
Was pleas d to uſe me. n. 5 Nam ar 
and Comfort he's, Sone 
not behind him his Fellow; Ae; yet he 
Was ſtricxly ſober and chaſt; his daily Li- 
EW was warm Ale and Tea, With a Glag 
Wine among his Friends at Dinner, his 
nly ſet: Meal; A _— rein he would eat well, 
* Ker ts it e e in all the Com- 
Pa Eagle lo H Fo — — — — 
ita Yo — man 
Seer Virgin-Siſter (who 7 and dy'd 
with him — 5 he continu d ſingle) and af 
ter wards by her faithful . his 
laſt Hou&-kegper : | As ſome few Nears by 
a, truly victupus Wie, tho very ſickly, for 
whom he ſet up his Coach, being molt ten- 
der of Her, and forrowful at her Death; 
PLS her Will in care of her Relations, 
to whom he paid man many Legacies, and hu - 
ry'd her among them, in the Pariſh Church 
of Rotherhith,. Surry much more nobly 
0 9 than lie himſelf was bury'd: 2 
* Sir i | 8 . — pA his 
Is OWN, Agel, and pal 
Bp he. e) more Legseies than he 
ud get ing her Fortune, which. baer 
Dei RD ry wile, mY 
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which. generally-reader the rich Batchelors 


and Widowers far more unhappy than mar- 
ry'd-Men, or Fathers. He ſeem'd therefore 
ioclin d again to that honourable State gf 


Matrimony, Which he Olic only x enter d . 


upon, behayed himſelf fo lovingly, and 


» 4 _ 


decently in; which he defended, and fo 


greatly encourag d among the Clergy, as 


to form his Jointure-· Project with that pe- 


culiar View, vix, his Accounts and Propo- 


Hals, Oc. a Moreevyer 518 he Was a Moſt af 


fectionate, tender Husband and Brother, ſo 
he Was a juſt indulgent Maſter, and had 
generally careful and honeſt Servants, 
whom, he took Pains to make Religious, 


» 


Peaceable, and Sober in Plenty, both by 


daily Inſtruction and Example, forming 


them for Patterns to his Flock, among; 
ham he promoted all Peace, Truth, and 
Quietneſs, anſwering. herein, as in every 


part, the great Ends of our Ordination, 


taking proper Care of the Sick and Whole 


too, within his Houſe and Pariſh, Which 


cem'd all but ons Family 10 him, as the 
whole Church (with all Submiſſion be it 
poken) is 112 CHRIST our Head and Lord 4 
be. experienc'd. the Bleſſing of more de- 
vour, Congregatians, and more orderly Fer- 


Dns about him, than are commonly found 


in the Country... 


HE daily obſery'd the good old Religi- 
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day Repetitions, c. in the Evening, for 
Heavenly Knowledge, Grace, and Pro- 
tection Hourly. All alas! too raſhly flight - 
ed, inconſiderately and ſcandalouſly neg- 
lected by the Rich and Clowniſh too, who 
are never ſeriouſly prepared thus at home for 
attending the Divine Ordinances of tlie 
Church, nor endeavour thus to edify there 
by, but walk in Darkneſs at Noon Day, fee 
not the Light; and in the midſt thereof, 
live as it were without GOD in the World. 
VET his Example Was follow'd by 
many good Families in his Pariſh, whom 
he lov'd and honour'd, eſpecially two, who 
were conſtant Communicants, and appear- 


- 


ed not before the LORD as moſt do, empty 
indeed, without Charity, or real Piety, 
without Alms and Oblations for GOD's 
Prieſts' and his Poor, which the chief Gen- 
tleman of his Place always remember'd, and 
gave the Example for the poor Curate's ſake, 
c. as he ever pitied the poor Clergy above 
others, and eſpous d their Cauſe; heſides 
keeping a Chaplain (with ancient generous 
Devotion) to read our excellent Commpn- 
Prayer in his Family, Morning and Evening 
every Week-Day, all attending the ſame ii 
GOD's Houſe upon the Sabbath-Days in or- 
der, where' this worthy Gentleman's Lady 
(ſince deceagd) who was very devout, 
and (as the Dr. told me with Pleaſure) was 
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ly thank'd. him for the Repetition of a Ser- 
mon ſhe heard him preach above 15 Years 
fore, and deſir d to hear it again, ſhe 
lik d it ſo well. 
SUCH. good Influence had his Life and 
ofrine upon many, tho he. viſited but 
Tre few, beſides the Sick; 555 et wiſely did 
he ever conſult both their poral 1 
22015 e Fe) that! none 1 main want 


1. 


| 5 ovncc 8 00. 1 
H Us eyery way Tor proy del for 
the oor and Needy, whom he allow'd his 
Honſe. Keeper to feed daily at bis Doors, 
as he did ſometimes at his Tables, beſides 
the many Strangers and Brethren he reliev d 
annually with his Purſe at home and a- 
broad, as I have ſeen him diſtribute to ſome 
Mendicants, as conſtant Penſioners, Sc. 
1. N. ſhort, he ſeem' d at laſt almoſt to 
out: do himſelf, when, moſt ſparing to the In- 
Gigent; and did more in his Place than can 
ete from any Succeſſor with a Wife 
ad amily, ' tho” better circumſtanc'd: 
Wherein yet he may be imitated by all 
ee that have good Eſtates, or 
rel Bur as. he left neither Wie 
nor Chg 5 a ih needy) Relations, 
n d his neceſſary, Proviſion for them; 
W more good (as all in his Caſe may) 


with 
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with 3, 4, or 500 J. fer 4 
with OBI et Income, WhO has 
to provide for; much ep! can they 
Who have not half, or a quarter of, that. 
venue; and they who have not the aß 
nor fufficient for their Own Houle, e 
nothing dre, 7 8 
"HOWEVER, tlie Y World (way | 
81 Would have e e | 
like Pr. Asſhetor, tho”: ible; 7 
away many juſt Dues] af farve thei a 
milies, 4s hone but Infidels Wil; and woc 
Infidels are thoſe Who tllink it 8 . ich | 
chear their! Miniſters, , and hinder | 
doing God yea, - difabling them in the 
neceffary Proviſion for their miles 
by defrauding them of their Tythes" 
Offerings, Which this Doctor could bear 
more than 4 Thouſapd of h his horieft' Bre 
hren an, who mult yet” "Ni 
doingInipoſſibilitics,* 7 Thus is the Caſe 
with el me Gentlemen alſo, as A ve Wes 
one indess G bfervd 10 fie, honk. Tett 
and irfarionat Tome Pre are, EB 


ATT, 0 Din ke Eh 
fder d, And e 'the'foolifh greedy 
BxpeQtations of {ome acting difcreety-in = 
all, din Gopd all bur nor Beyond 
his Abinty, doing juſtly; as well as loving 
i Mere” net (like he madFrodigaly wrong- 
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ing one, ro-give 1 to ee nor {quandring 
away any thing. He paid exactly all 
mands, and Aitebuee freely Ahn hefaw 
Need, and at laft, leſt 
kin; too much to the « 


ontented And wn. 


grateful; ti ſome who ay Well imitate 


him herein as allPaſtors, „and People ſhould, 
racing to their Stations, ving and 

g. Ns Fidelity in all Love and Piet 
hs 15792 B-youi ſee mnie both in 


Words and Wisi s in his truly moderate 


Tempet, las in all ls piousarid! charitable 
Actions, in his publik und private Deyo! 
tions, accompanied with ſinging of Plalrns 
out of Dr. Patrick's Metre chiefly, and in 
allhis'Serinons,” both compoſed and extem- 
pore, whick-hedometimes-aled: (having a 
Body of Divinity in his Head) until he was 
difturb'd; und put into a Conſternation 
wirh his Congregation, bya Woman fegt. 
ing away in the Church, who was 700 


carried: òut, and his People betame Ment: | 


yet he could not recover His Subject, nor 
rbcollect amy thing he had ſaid before wliich 
2 to make an Apology; and come 

This he took as à Wärning never 


4 upoa the Strength of lis Parts, 


ny more; neither would he 
ever aſt 7 15 into any Pulpit without 
dino. ee noders e 
is Knowledge a Experience, an as 
have faithfullx Thewed ou in the Cale of 
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Parties (whereof he had ſeen ſome flagrant 


tlie common Depravity, nothing 
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Inſtances in the Countr „ in Sacril 7 


-Vacharitableneſs, Diabolical Malice and 


8 —— — 
9. 
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Iniquity, to the Scandal and Neglect of 
the Chürch, the Ruin of ſome poor Mini- 


2b 4 —— 2,” Which he could not but 
abhor altogetl 


or er) and in the midſt of all, 
took care to maintain his Integrity; which 
muſt be my juſt Apology for all thoſe Occa- 
ſional Obſervations that precede and follow, 
to the impartial Manifeſtation of his con- 
tant Fidelity and Zeal; in all. Goodneſs. 
hieb, nen Dine tO att 
e oo und to top, 
thy. WE may rematk in all his Con- 
verſation, and Concerns abroad. 
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HOWEVER crafty, deſigning Men may 


diſguiſe themſelves, and deceiye the Worl 


until they come to be diſcover d and ab- 
horr'd, or fall into the dreadful Portion of 
Hypocrites at laſt, yet the wiſe and good 
Man is beſt known, and ſhines to moſf Ad- 
vantage, as hecis ſureſt fe Honour and 


Glory hereafter, for His upright Converſa- 
tion and Dealinga wherein m Man could 


be! more prludsnt, juſt, and Charitable, 
than our, Nerend Doctor, who fo pere 

ey acted both the Gentleman and the . 
Chriſtian. in theſe Reſpects, that nothing af 


rate 


rate appear*d in his Company, no haugh 
Mein, = ſcornful Look, He an 8 
angry, ' wanton Eye, no greedy Spirit, 
proud Stomach, ſelfiſh Humour; not a 
prophane, obſcene, ill-natur'd, or cenſo- 
rious Word, proceeded out of his Mouth, 
who could therefore have no Malice or 
Wickedneſs in his Heart; nor much leſs 
was he guilty of any Injuſtice, Deceit, 
Cruelty, or Wrong, when he never 
knowingly appear'd uncivil, nor would 
commit the leaſt rude Action; ſo good a 
Conſcience had he always, void of Offence 
towards GOD and Man. na 
HE RE is a compleat Pattern (rare in 
this Age) for all Chriſtian Gentlemen, ex- 
ceeding many in Birth and Education, 
more than a Gentleman in Degrees and Or- 
ders, if our famous Univerſities confer any 
Honour, or Chriſt's own Miniſters, the 
ſacred Ambaſſadors of the King of Kings, 
may have any Eſteem, or ſo much as ur 
Laws and Cuftoms allow ; we are, 'thus, 
Gentlemen, all your Equals at leaſt, and 
ſhould be treated with Civility and Ho- 
nour; ſo did our great Friend treat you; 
and his Brethren, whether rich or poor, 
which are only meer Accidents, no Effen- 
tials of a Man! nor add any thing to his 
true Worth. All the Value and Merit'ts 
in the Employment of the Talent, as he 
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did rightly, who was bleſsd With good 
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| 3 3 5 8 too; HON 
with the. chief Bleſſing, an Heart to make 
d uſe of it; Solamer's Grand Bleſſing, 
A -wiſe. and underſtanding Heart, without 
which, Riches and Honours are Snares and 
Temptations, and prove the greateſt Curſes, 
aa Men reprobate, fooliſh indeed, and 
tion; WELD he plainly e by im- 
proving his Talents in the Fear of 2 
his Glory, and the Benefit of Man- 
ys ; what: Account mult; be gi- 
Ri, by IS or. their everal. 8 


cerns. He was eaſy of Acceſs, moſt cour- 
teaus, and affable, meek as a Lamb, harm- 
les as a Dove; but withall,. wiſe to diſtin- 
erſons, Times, and Places. 
* HIS” Table-talk was both delightful and 
improving; he diverted fad N and de- 
cried | fal ones; „ he would not willi gly 
2 wicked | Perſon, nor {ſuffer a Lar 
Or . in his Fight. I never ſaw 
m look i feng, as when à certain 
5 je 


3 "I 7510 L jaries, 
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Deyil's Weapons, fired by him the Father of 
Lies, Ja. iii. 6. which this true Gentleman 
ſo much hated, that he cared not for any 
Perſonal Reflections, nor evil Reports, how 
true ſoever; but would cover all Failings, 
eſpecially of his Brethren. He was ever 
uneaſy in ſuch Company, and would ba- 
niſh all Reproach, Contention, and Scan- 
dal out of Converſation ; as much as fwear- 
ing, Curling, Ribaldry, filthy Jeſting, gc. 


which unman, unchriſtian, and beaſtify 


the Gentleman, with all his vain Pretences 


to Pleafantry and good Nature. Alas! 


the mad, graceleſs, trifling Wits, or _miſ- 
chievous Brutes, we can but pitty and a- 
void, With all daring Sinners! As he did, 
who held his Tongue in ſuch ungodly 
Company, and kept Silence, yea even from 
good Words, tho with great Grief and 
Pain, until the proper Seaſon of ſpeaking, 


or writing to the Purpoſe; which ſome 


have thought him too gentle and timerous 
in, which render d him obnoxious to hold 


Strangers Inſults, Who had not the Breed- 


ing or Manners of ſome more vitious Per- 


0 lk Rea 


Reaſon, and upon its but faint Return, the 
mollia tempora fandi. © 

As he had his convincing little Books rea- 
dy upon all Occaſions, ſo he was obliged to 
produce ſome in his own Defence, as parti- 
cularly, he told me where he fell in acciden- 
tally with daring Hereticks, Atheiſts, c. 
he gave them undeniable Confutations, tho 

their bold Aſſertions might ſtrike his Mo- 
deſty dumb, as their helliſh Blaſphemies 
make good Men tremblingly ſilent, like the 
late pious and learned Biſhop Stillimg fleet, 
his Friend, of whom he told me this Paſ- 
ſage, very remarkable. 

THAT he once met the mad Earl of 
6 Rocheſter (who had afterwards wonder- 
© ful Grace and Time for Repentance, a 
c © Miracle not to be expected by all wilful, 

preſump tuous Sinners:) He met him at 
6 «He Doctor's Patron 8 Table, Sir Walter St. 
6 Jobms, whom he ever honoured. There 
didi the vitious, witty Earl, ſo boldly aſ- 
* fault! that great Divine, as to conſound 
and filence him with Atheiſtical Rant, 
© and' made him withdraw fſorrowful and 
© weeping.* So timerous and compaſſionate 
are modeſt, humble Chriſtians; as ſo ha 
ply was that Earl humbled at laſt bümſell 

NA, our Doctor's Modeſty een 
hardly bear up againſt the aps! Gag md yo | 
arrogant Behaviour of any he met with; 
1. tOmetimes among noted Diſſenting Tea- 
chers, 


chers, to whom their own rich Followers 
preferr d him, and encourag'd his Publick 
Spirit, like his worthy Friend Mr. Papil- 
len, Ic. Which brought him occaſionally. 
into their Company; eſpecially upon his 
Jointure-Project, he convers d with the 
Wealthy and Buſy, with many of different 
Perſwaſions, Oc. whereby his Moderation 
was known unto all Men, Phil. iv. 5. 
Men of all Opinions, Intereſts, and Parties 
ſaw, and admired his temperate, inoffen- 
five, diſpaſſionate Behaviour. All Men 
were pleas d with his ſhining Example of 
true Moderation; tho? none could alter one 
good Principle in him, nor make him indif- 
rent or luke- warm therein, nor much leſs 
gain him over to a wrong ſide, nor terrify, 
or allure him into Prejudice, Clamour, or 
Violence on the right, which he. equally 
condemned in Friends and Adverſaries; 
fore warning all of the manifold experienc'd 
Evils, and miſchievous Conſequences, as 
noted before, and now remarked here; 
with a brief Account of that excellent 
comprehenſive Vertue, for which alone he 
was cenſur'd, and ſometimes contemn'd, 
as à moderate Party- Man, by the Raſh 
and Furious, the Red Hot, as they are 
branded among the Tories and Whigs both, 
when he really regarded neither, but ſa 
far as they promoted Truth and Order, 
Righteouſneſs and 1 5 z and thus ated 
3 for 
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for the Security of our excellent Ftabliſh- 
ment in Church and State, which he ever 
endeavourd, and pray'd- for: Wherein his 
Na een taught him to mark and avoid 
thoſe WhO canſes Diviſions, to diſtinguiſh 
the trul y Wiſe and Good, from thoſe Who 
were full of Heat and Violence, or / would, 
tack about with the Wind, run into any 
for Preferment, even "purchaſe and 
ceples, bur neglect Duties, cry up 
High or Low, or No Church, as Lind 
worldly Intereſt, or their Lords or Patrons 
led chem. Such he duly obſerved, and how 
ready ſome Gentry were to make and find 
out among tlie Clergy” ſuch falſe Brethren 
indeed; to become Tools to their Parties, 
Abeuſers of their honeſter Brethren, and 
Slaves to arbitrary Spirits, ſuch as he ob- 
ſer vwd on all ſides, and fear'd as our greateſt 
Enemies, treacherous boſom Foes,' who 
can flatter and bully, ſwear and forſwear, 
3 and tyrannize, as they get into 
Power, only for their own End: He knew 
their contradictory Profeſſions and Pradtiecs 
Bow ſome will rail, and be ready to rebel 
a Princes, u upon the Fear and Notion 
Arbitrary Power, and yet exerciſe" the 
fame themſelves, as far as they can, even 
ac lil T urkiſb Baba in their ſeveral Di- 
. without Regard to GOD Church 
„like thoſe Who proclaim the Ter: 

ee of the LOR Dy and wiſh the-Charch 


had 
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had more Rights; and yet to advance 
their own Power and Intereſt, would de- 
prive her of thoſe ſhe has, ſeize her Patri- 

mony, would impoveriſh and trample up- 
on her Clergy, even thoſe that ſerve them, 
refuſing to pay their ſmalleft Tythes, and 
bearing no Reproof or Admonition, not 
even for abſenting from Church, and 
profaning GOD's Ordinances, .£9c, which 
they ſhould puniſh in others, and give all 
good: Examples themſelves :; But this he 
could never hope for in ſelfiſh Party- Ma- 
giſtrates, whom he could not follow, 
neither thoſe. who cry out Popery, yet 
continue the worſt Relick of it among us, 
and act Monkiſhly; pretend to abhor Idols, 


F 


N commit Sacrilege; or thoſe who 
would drink and ſwear, and declare them 
ſelves mighty Zealots for Church and 
Crown, while they Reverence neither, but 
fun into all Licentiouſneſs, and commit 
Iniquity with Greedineſs, 1 Pet. 
HE never thought «5; 7 theſe Boaſters 
and ſelf Contradictors to be our Friends, or 
a Credit to any Communion ; neither could 
he think the Church to be in Safety under 
ſuch Champions, nor like to be preſerved 
by Sacrilege in one Age, or by Libertiniſm 
in another, O borrenda! His Moderation 
would not ſuffer him to enter into any of 
their Meaſures, nor pretend a Vindication 
of thoſe Clergy ; he did but only include 
OP M 4 them 
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them in this Pr ayer among other offending 453 


Brethren. 5 a 746 K2Tkh 
THE good LORD pardon thoſe Offen- 
* ders, who by their ſcandalous Lives, haue 
given occaſion to the Enemies of the Church 
to blaſpheme; LORD. give them Repen- 
* tance for their former Errors, and graut 
* them thy grace to lead better Lives for the 
„i. n r S. 
HE wondred, indeed, how any of thoſe 
could be taken for Patriots, whoſe Wiſdom 
is ſo notoriouſly, Earthly, - Senſual, Deviliſh, 
Ja. iii. 15. Who are Lovers of themſelves, 
Covetous, Boaſters, Proud, Diſobedient to 
Farents, Unholy, Sc. 1 Tim, ili. whom he 
obſerv'd throughout the Nation in all Com- 
munitres, tho differing in Principles, and 
damning one another, yet agreeing in ma- 


. 


Uclous oppreſſive Arts, to curb their Supe- 
riors, and enſlave their Inferiors, as arbi- 
trarily as any Tyrants they exclaim againſt, 

enough to make People jealous and Me 
of them, if not moderate in all Elections 
and Proceedings. His Moderation could ne- 
ver brook that mad Humour, which he ſaw. 
too prevalent in all Parties, to be under no 
Reſtraint, no religious Aw in thę leaſt that 
ſeemed to eſteem the Clergy, only for their 
own mean Deſigns, or By-ends, loving a 
poor Clergyman (as they would make and 
deſpiſe him) like Harr) Martin, in the 
gruel Days of Sequeſtration, which he of- 
N T PPE: A 2 R ten 
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ten told me; and how ſuch Perſons valued - 
the Church for nothing, but her Loſs and 
want of Diſcipline, which he really la- 
mented with her, and truly imputed to our 
unhappy. Diſſentions, the unreaſonable Se- 
E even of devout Proteſtants, whom 
he could never eſteem equal with the Fo- 
reigners that were ready to communicate 
with us, and attempted an Orthodox Uni- 
on, even at Gene va, whoſe eminent Paſtors 
regret their want of Epiſcopacy, in their 
Letters to the 918 of Oxford; which 
pleas'd him greatly, with the famous Lear- 
ned Turretine's and Oftervald's zealous 
Writings ; as did the late King of Prufſia's 
. pious Attempts of uniting the Lutherans 

and Calviniſts,. yet wiſhing their Re- 
turn to the Epiſcopal Ordination and Bap- 
tiſm, according to the famous Author of 
Lay-Baptiſm invalid to his Friend. Theſe 
gave Him the moſt favourable Opinion 
and comfortable Hopes of the Foreign 
Churches: And thus as he was univerſally 
charitable, and had his Paſſion in abſolute 
Subjection, 3 aſter Truth and Peace 
united together; ſo he exercis'd that bleſſed 
Moderation, which our excellent Church, 
above all others, both enjoyns and practices; 
that true Looper of Mind which Nature 

ſuggeſts, which right Reaſon dictates, and 
 W 


So calm and good was he, 


ch CHRIST and his Apoſtles taught; 
Tus, 
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THU 8.5 Taftly, he manifeſted himſalt a a 
truly loyal Subject, and moſt uſeful Chri- 
ſtian all his Days. As this is moſt evident 
from what has been 8 ſaid and is 
ſeen in all his Writings; ſo for this 1 may 

2255 peal to all Who knew him, eſpecially 
thoſe whom he had the Honour to be b 
know to, as the preſent moſt Reyerend 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, who always 
highly eſteemed him; and the late mo 
Reverend Pr. Sharp, Archbiſhop of Tork, 
whoſe Predeceſſor moſt generully beſtow- 
ed a Prebend upon him in his Cathedral 
G1 in all others, Dignities ſhould thus 

conferrd) purely for his Paſtoral Labours 
and Merits: for his Zeal and Fideli ty; to 
GOD, his Church, his Prjnce and Feople, 
whom his truly Chriſtian Publick Spirit 
could not ſeparate, For whom contirfuin xfung 
his. grateful Veneration to the, End of his 
Days, he engaged me a rw Months be- 

„to eng Grace With a Parcel; 

his laſt Books, in a modeſt Account 0 is 
infirm. p ainful Lift - and an humble Re- 
colimendathai of is Friend, (uch Was 
his Love to me While {aſi ble) which 
(the firſt Opportunity after his Death) were 
moſt” fayourably receiv'd by his Grace, 
With a pos Affection and Concern for 
the Loſs of ſo a Divine, and Chriſtian 
indeed, ſuch a Fen, beneficent wiſe 
Man, whoſe Character I would take Leave 
to 
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{mall Author, juſt accidentally in view; 
ſince they are ſo really expreſſive of. his very 
inward and outward Parts, his whole De- 
JH O' low of Stature, and mean AF 
pect, yet truly Reverend; his Counte- 
nance was full of Mildneſs and Courteſie; 
his Eyes more ſmiling than his Mouth; his 
Diſcourſe grave and ſober ; Words ſmooth 
and proper, diſtinctly utter'd, with due 
Reſpe& to Time, Place, and Perſon. _ 
HIS Religion was legible in the Inno- 
cency of his Life, Exactneſs of his Morals; 
Integrity and Truth of his Words, and the 
Juſtice and Honeſty of his Converſation. 
HE abſtain'd from offending; as if none 
ever pardon'd'; yet pardon'd, as if he dais 
Neffe. 8 
" HIS Paſſions he made Servants to his 
Reaſon and Religion; and if they rebelled, 
— conceabd, and then ſuppreſs d their 
Mew, 0, RE at 
H 3 ſpake little, ſaw others 
Tempers, without diſcovering his own; 
et when Occaſion ſerv'd, ſhew'd his Si- 
ence neither proceeded [from Affectation or 
Weakneſs; for by running back to Ages 
paſt, and. recovering Events out of Memo- 
ry, and then preventing Time, in flying 
wand to future Things, and comparing 
one with the other, he would give a Yer 


i 
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dict well near prophetical; yet was ſo: five, 
from a he could bear interruption . 

tien 

s U E H was his 1 and 10 enact 
his Judgment, as to diſcern between Pride 
and Greatneſs, Religion and Superſtition, 
Quickneſs and Raſhneſs, Government and 
Tyranny, Liberty and Licentiouſneſs, Sub- 
ion and Servitude, Frugality and Cove- 
touſneſs, gc. and give to every Cauſe its 
proper Actions and Effects. 

H E drank Wine as ſick Men take Phy- 
ſick, meerly for Health: Reaſon was his 
Rule, Conſcience his Counſellour; and his 
AQions were ever contrary to, thoſe. he 
mand fault with. TY 

AGE: render d bim ohio Morofs 
nor Imperious; his Converſation. was ſo 
affable, pleaſant, and inſtructive, young 
and old both ee and profited in vs. 
Company. ot 

.T.HQ deep, jet clear; tho! gentle, Jet 
not dull; ſtrong without Rage; e; wit haut 
oer owing, full. 

4 H 8 Wer. a4 the 457 were 
9 erfe uuited, no Critick cou the 
pe Diſtindtion... F 
THE Approach of Death terrifyd him 

not; he —.— d to fear recoiling back to 

Childicneß, more than to Duſt. 

BUT pleas'd GOD. to. take 1 
ſore Dotage,. while he could divert himſelf 
with Seneca, and Tully de Senectute, 3 
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I found him often reading, and more de- 
voutly conſidering his latter End, rejoycing 
in his Retirement, with this Motto, Qui bene 
Jatuit, bene vixit. As the painful Gravel, 
and the working out of diffolv*d Stones 
(whereof he voided great Quantities) daily 
reminded him of his Mortality; ſo he was 
daily converſant' with the King of Ter- 
rours, and ready to encounter him in any 
Shape, thro* CHRIS T the Conqueror, ha- 
ving a true ſaving Faith in him, ſtrong and 
lively, always working thro? Love; which 
took out the Sting of Death, and weakned 
all ts Strength, whereof he could often 
diſcourſe (as with me to my Sorrow, yet 
Comfort, he frequently did) both ie 
and chearfully, aſſuring me, all the la 

Year, of his ſhort Continuance on Earth, 
and” foreboding a ſudden Exit, which'T 
could not apprehend, knowing his very 
temperate Life; or at leaſt, T was too fear- 
ful and unwilling to believe, and which 
himſelf ſeem'd to forget at laſt, by not re- 
viewing his Will, that was lodged at Mer- 
cers-Hall, and he had ſent for it but a 
Month before his End, to make it more un- 
doubtedly perfect in his Health, and ac- 
cording to his own wiſe Rules, more Chri- 
ſian, prudent, juſt, and charitable ; where- 
in alone he faiPd at laſt, as I have "Cauſe 
enough to obſerve, and muſt needs remark, 
to be juſt and impartial in all Points. 


K 
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NO W, if ſo pious, ſo exact a Grid, 
ſo Wiſe a Man as he was in all R 


could thus fail, could leave the World, and 
his trueſt Friends expos'd in it; ſo contra- 
ry to one of his own excellent uſeful Books ; 


contrary. to his own Doctrine and Practice 
in all other Caſes; no wonder then, if care 


les Sinners die as they live, fooliſnly in- 


deed; and if no Men, not Princes, are to 
be trusted, no Sons of Adem are to be con- 
ſided in, when the beſt are vain and i imper- 
ſect, if not deceitful; a ſufficient, Warning 
0 all, both Rich and Poor. And this 1s 


not the only Inſtance I have known of fuck 


eminent Livers, who have done ſo much 
Good all their Days, that they have neg - 


lected the Concluſion, or have been entan- 


gled at laſt in purſuing ſome . Ad- 


Vantage, recovering ſome Loſs, or attend- 


ing ſome fair Proſper Cs he dream d) and 
gelign d ſome mighty Good, a noble finiſh- 


ing Stroke, gc. have dyd like Abner, in 


another $enſe, and can 90 ſo much Sin and 
Miſery in their End, which cquld never en- 


Bing r their Thoughts before, | without trem- 


and Horror ; and I know the Caſe of 


2 8000 Soul in all theſe Reſpects, which I 
refer to here. 


be hea! If che wilt ee deed 


ved on account of this World, what are 


thoſe doting and mad Fools, who have 
cheir W Treaſures in Vanity, take 
| oo 


co Wake: * . to 
_ Souls, when they are required of 
them, or ſent down quick into Kell? (0) 
miſerable and undone! Who will not take 
Warning now, and carneitly . endeavour, 
5 doing all Good on Earth, to ſecure, a, 
0 


rtion in Heaven, that eternal Inheri- 
tance? Which was our good Doctor's con- 
Ton Aim and aſſured Hope in Life, tho? 


he had not time to trim his Lamp at 


th's Approach. 


NS | NSOMUCH, that as the? Preacher 


ab 155 erv/d in his L ln Sermon, had he not 


a, god Life, his End had been miſerable: 
However, in the beginning of his Cold 


750 (hart (which. increaſed with unuſual 


dials), which he did not think 


Fa mende did his eminent Phyſician, 
tho? ſent for too late, till he was ſtupify d, 


and fo departed in 10 Days; he had be- 


gun a Preparation, and delired his Curate 
ay 585 him out of his own Book for 


155 and rns Perſons, bleſſing GOD. for 


Comfort he received in his own Works; 
en 150 — n ſenſeleſs, and inca e 
oncern Tempo 


. nis ac) Goodneſs is .qur.only 


Hope and Conſolation, our Aſſuranee of 


his Happiness, whom may we thus follow 
48; take Warging; againſt ſudden Death; 


a 
" — 
— —— 
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tance, which he had no N eceſlity for, and 


Which he has plainly demonſtrated to be 


neither comfortable nor ſafe, but moſt ha · 
zardous to all, in his Diſcourſe on that Sub- 
ject, dedicated to King William, which he 

had partly preached before his Royal Con- 
ſort, 5 Piety he admired, and who 
was pleas'd to — .. kim, and endeavour 


to reform her Soldiers and Seamen w oy 1 


large Diſtribution of his little Tra 

Thouſands among them; ſome of Which 
he firſt publiſned (as he prudently timed 
every thing well) purſuant to the Kings 


Injunctions tor ſuppreſſing Debauchery and 


Prophaneneſs. As all Has been particular. 

ly 1 ewn already, and as He ove the _ 

7e Directions afterwards to religi 
agiſtrates, Societies, and Officers 95 ae 


purpoſe; © he contributed as a correſpotidy 


7 5 Member to the firſt hogoura ble Society. 
(the Foundation of the Propagating) for 


pr omoting Chriſtian Knowledge, by — 
u 


mbers of his own Tracts: However; - 
by Diſtance and Solitude at laſt, withhis: | 
haſty Death, prevented his Diſpoſal of his 

Library, and his Settlement of a Charity - 


School, according to their great Def ins, e, 


which, their Tag Ggaity. to all — Cor 
reſpondents, With their pious, charitable, 
and zealous, Methods, as far as the Laws 
of Land, the e of the Church 


1 and 


Dr. Williain'Asſheton: 198 


and Chriſtian Love and Prudence oblige” 
and empower them ; within which Bounds 
ſhould all faithful Paſtors and People pro- 
mote the Glory of GOD, with the Good 
of Souls, freely contributing and earneſtly 
conſulting thereupon in fuck voluntary So- 
cieties, as they recommend and encourage; 
which yet we have not been able to raiſe, 

no not in our Doctor's Neighbourhood, 
who more particularly contributed to the 
Royal Corporation, which he ſo affectio- 
nately recommended, in his right Chriſtian 
Diſcourſe of Laſt Wills and Teſtaments, 
to all honourable, worthy, able Perſons, 
for the Relief of Clergymen's poor Wi- 
dows and Children, where Numbers are 
increas d beyond their Allowance of the 
ſmalleſt Stipends, c. tho? juſtly confin'd 
by King Charles the Second's Charter, to 
the Relicts of Orthodox and Loyal Clergy- 
men; and for ſuch only was built, and en- 
dew*d, the famous College at Bromley, ' by 
the late Orthodox and Loyal Biſhop War- 
zer, where the Epiſcopal Seat of Rocheſter 
ſtands next ad jyning to our Doctor's belo- 
ved Pariſh of Beckenbam, where his Re- 
mains were depoſited, September 17. 1711. 

in the 7oth Year of his Age, in his own de- 
cent Chancel; who lived to ſee that no- 
ble Charity embarraſs d, and many Wi- 
dos dying in Debt and Want; for Whom 
he ſollieited in his meek humble Way, 
A whom 
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whom he always pitied, entertain'd and 
comforted, as they were able to viſit him; 
and would have taken all poſſible Care of 
the whole Body, had it been'in his Power 
as Truſtee, c. whoſe Plenty did not 
make him forget the Neceſſities of any, 
nor much leſs inſult or injure, nor — 
inſiſt too rigorouſly upon his own Rig 
Which he would ud moderately depart 
for Mercy or Peace- ſake; Abd not ſuffer 
the leaſt Violation of aſtice or -Charit 
that he could help, in the very faſhionable 
Age of Debts, Negle&s, and Oppreſſions, 
with every Breach of Truſt, which his 
Soul abhorr'd; he not only avoided Evil, 
but did Good; not only lived in Inmocence, 
but Beneficence too. 
TH Us, if I may have Leabe to bor 
row the Words of an eminent Preacher, 
in his Character of a Noble Prelate, the 
Right Honourable, and Right Reverend 
late Lord Biſhop of London, which may 
- conclude this as truly: He was not only 
© blameleſs, which is a fort of a ne ative 
Character, but he was a Pattern o 
Behaviour, and of good Works, 1 Tim. 
n Ft N 3 
HE was in all Reſpects one of the beſt ; 
bred Men in his Time: In all Reſpects, I 
ſay, becauſe Religion is the beſt Ingre- 
dient; without it, the exacteſt Deportment 
2 be carried on by —— and m yu 
en 
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end in Treachery: He was courteous and 


affable, not full of Words, but very con- 


verſible ; and as in his Minifterial Offices, 


ſo in his Converſation too, he was wiling 


: and apt to _ 


HE was always eaſy of Adee and 


; ready to 'do g 4 In his Friend- 
ſhips he Was conſtane, J may fay inflexible ; 


— Was not Simleſs: He was but Man 
indeed, and therefore might be, and was 


ſometimes deceived; like other Men, he 
Was imperfect, and had his Failings. 


A State of Perfection 1s that of another 


World; whereto he is now arrived ; but 


vet his Failings were other and fewer 


than thoſe of the Generality of Mankind ; 


they were Infirmities, not Preſumptions ; 


they proceeded nor from vicious Inclina- 
tions, much leſs from vicious Habits; but 
from eaſineſs of Nature, and Goodneſs of 
| Diſpoſition; I had almoſt ſaid, they pro- 
ceeded from his Vertues, and Would have 
been reckon'd ſuch in other People; and 
tho' he had the feweſt Faults, he begg d 
Pardon, as if he had had the moſt, for none 

could be more penitent and humble. I 


really affirm and know, that none could 
ſtudy more in this manner the Peace and 
Welfare of the whole Catholick Church, 


and ſincerely endea vour the Salvation of 
all Men; before whom I have thus far 
Fe ſet forth one of our beſt modern Exam- - 
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196 The LIFE ef 
ples for Imitation ; ex oped repreſent- 
ing his eminent, uſeful Life in a plain 
E Eſſay, and true Hiſtory; hoping 
may not prove tedious or offenſive to the 
wiſeſt; who may correct and improve it as 
they pleaſe, to his pious Memory, and our 
common Good; my only Aim and grateful 
Intent; whom he often accoſted with the 
endearing Title of Friend both in Word 
and Writing, uſing me ſo in Buſineſs and 
Converſation; anſwering Doubts and Dif- 
* tes accordingly, whereof I have one 
Manuſcript worthy the Light upon occa- 
ſion, concerning the Propitiatory Oblation, 
or Euchariſtical Sacrifice at the LORD s 
Table; whereupon he owned it the Prieſt's 
Work alone, to place the Elements with all 
Reverence, as well as conſecrate them, to 
offer them rather more ſolemnly than the 
Alms, where decent Conveniences can be 
had; and indeed no Man appear d more 
orderly and decent every where, nor could 
have à better Judgment and Temper to 
end Controverſies, and reconcile the moſt 
differing Communions, G Wo. 
BUT practical Piety was his Delight, 
Charity his Buſineſs, and all in Humility, 
manifeſting the Chriſtian Indeed, the moſt 
Faithful Paſtor, without Paint, Flouriſh, 
or anywain Deſign: He was no fine Orator, 
but honeſt, and lived as hg ſpoke; and he 


lives 


— 
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lives yet in his univerſal good Tracts, in 
his famous Project, which has brought in 
ſo many Thouſand Pounds to the Mercers 
Company, a ſacred Truſt to be faithfully 
and charitably diſpos'd of, as they hope to 
meet him in Heaven. 

80 may all Degrees of Clergy and 
Laity both, who will proportionably follow 
his Example, beginning and ending as he 
did, like the Holy Jeſus (our only perfect 
Grand Exemplar) with the Fundamental 
Grace: of Humility. After all his good 
Works, placing the Glory right, and im- 
puting nothing to himſelf but Depravity 
and Sin; he leſt a Direction to his Preacher, 
not to commend him, but read this in- 


ſtructive Confeſſion, 


IT i, O LORD, thy preventing and 
6 reſtraining Grace alone, which hath kept 
£ me from the fouleſt and greateſt of Sins: 
* Andit is thine inciting and aſſiſting Grace 
© alone; which jt” EIT me-to _ 
© and Deſign, to ſpeak: and do any of the 
< leaſt os 2 me, not 5 But 
* unto thy Name only, be all the Praiſe, 
© Honour and Glory; as thine is all the 
Power, Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Right, and 
Dominion, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 
AVING, among others, ſince 


this was ſent to the Preſs, met 
with Mr. Iſaac Waltons Life of the 
very Meck and Learned Biſhop Saun- 
a erſon, whom Dr. Asſheton greatly 
admired, imitated, and queted much 
in his Caſes of Scandal and Perſecu- 
tion; I muſt crave Leave further to 
obſerve, with that Aythor, in his 
| Preface and Books, 

Hrſt, THAT if for Mar 
8 s penitent and coſtly 
Kindneſs, our Saviour took Care 
her Memory ſhould never be for- 
gotten; th doubtleſs ſuch Men's 
meek" and innocent Lives (as our 
Doctor's was) with their great and 
uſeful Learning, might challenge 
the like Endeavours to  prel ſerve their 
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POSTSCRIPT! 


60 Secondly, T'HAT' in n this Re- 
lation, 3 committed no wilful 
or material Miſtaxe; tho. 1 have 
been ſo bold as to paraphraſe, and 
ſay, what I think he (whom I had 
the Happineſs to know well) would 
have 101 upon the like Occaſion; 
where, Expertus loquor, he who 
loved me, would pardon, if 1 
have erred in this kind; Wwho 
deſire N ſame Favour of ny 
Reader, ds, .4 

iT] idly. F OR 3 
him to the Imitation of Poſterity, 
with that great and humble Biſhop; 
when both of them forbad an 
Commendatjon: of themſelves in. 
their Funeral: Sermons (other than 
what chemſelyes ſhould direct) which 
can't. he extended to prohibit any 
poſthumous Work for che Publick 5 
Good: ag Mr. YValton pleads; nor 
much leſs oꝑr Hiſtorical Accounts of 
their] Lives, who may be obſerv d. 
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PFurthiy. T O agree in their firm 
Belief und Practice of the Primitive 
Doctrine and Worſhip of our Eſta- 
bliſh'd Church, not ſo much from 
the Force of Cuſtom and Education 
(to which the greateſt Part of Man- 
kind owe their particular different 
Perſwaſions in point of 2 

as upon clear Evidence of Truth 
and Reaſon, after a ſerious Exami- 
nation of the Grounds, as well of 
Popery, as Puritaniſm, both juſtly 
and imparrially charged here with 
Superſtition and Schiſm, which can 
be no more imputed to us, than 
the Beginning, or Continuance of 2 
Quarrel, is rather imputable to him 
that demandeth his Right, than to 
him that withholdeth ic from f him, . 
and ſo becometh doubly wicked and 
unreaſonable. Thus may ſincere un- 
biaſs d Men judge and determine in 
all Controverſies: and Gontentions; 
obſerv ing the Golden R ule | of Equi- | 
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POSTSCRIPT. 
ty, with Obedience to all our Eccle- 
ſiaſtical and Civil Laws ; fo fearing 
GOD and his Vicegerent, and med- 


ling not with them that are given to 


change, whom thoſe eminent, pious 


Divines ſtrictly avoided; and thus 


ually condemnaec. 1 
82 Hiilh, ALL ſuch Parties that 


viſibly threaten - Danger to the 
Church in point of Religion, by 
encreaſing Sue e po or Atheiſm, 


and Licentiouſneſs; or Popery and 


Deſertion; and in point of Revenue, 


by Sacrilegious Gripes, and Enclo- 


ſures, which they both ee las 


mented and prayed for ſome whol- 


ſome and effectual Remedy to pre- 
vent the ſame before it be too late, 
without truſting to the Godly Pre- 
' tences, outward Shews, or tender 
 Conſciences ; or much leſs to the pro- 
fane and noiſy Profeſſions, and un- 


charitable proud Boaſtings of any 
| ſuch Men, on either fide, who are 
. @xeproachful Contradiction to them- 


ſelves, 


POSTSCRIPT. 


ſelves, and Scandal to their ſeveral 


Parties, giving us ſufficient Antidotes 


againſt all; life two notoriouſly 
oppolite {ah Furioſos, who — 
and damn each other, yet drive on 
together (Jehu-like) in Malice and 


Revenge; unitin with Herod and 


Pilate, a 2 ing ie. Righteous and 


Innocent, by. the Help of Judas, : 


and falſe Brethren, We thoſe 
good Men ſadly beheld (as we may 
now). many flagrant Inſtances inthe 
Days, of Strife and Confuſion, to 
| K wi Ruin of the Chriſtian Churches 
throughout the Nations; ſuch as 


yet make many, yea many of thoſe 
that are called to ſo high an Office, 


as to ſacrifice (ſays the good Biſhop) 


at GOD s Altar, to eat the Bread 
af Sorrow conſtantly, when it is 


in their Power to turn it into the 

Bread of Chearfulneſs, had they 
5 but ſo much of the Power or — 
1 Form of true Godlinels, which yet 
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POSTSCRIPT: 


they preſume upon above others; 8 
who {fill find themſelves no more ſe- 
cured from the Poſſibility of falling 


into Error, thro Ignorance, than of 


falling into Sin, thro Infirmity. So, 


Laſtly, LET me conclude with 
that truly pious Author Mr. V/V at- 


ton (who hath alſo tranſmitted to 


Poſterity the great, tho' ſhort Ex- 
ample, the famous Life of the Di- 
vine Herbert.) | 

IF I had had time to have re- 
viewed this Relation, as I intend- 
ed, before it went to the Prefs, at 
ſuch Diſtance too; I could then 


have contracted ſome, as alſo en- 


larged, and altered other Parts of it; 


but it was haſten'd from me, and 


now too late for this Impreſſion : If 
there be a Second (which the 
Printer hopes for) I ſhall both do 


that, and upon Information, - mend 


any Miſtake, or ſupply what may 
=. 5 
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BOOKS pulliſid for the A U- 
| A ON 


Ngliſb Cretes, and Atheiſtical Chriſtians, de- 
| ſcrib'd from St. Paul's Epiſtle to Titus; 
with Directions for a Reformation: Wherein 
is intimated the ſacred Apoſtolical Order and 


Power of Epiſcopacy in the Church, with the 
inferior Miniſtry, &c. 0 


A Thankſgiving-Sermon, Cc. 


A Faſt Day's Meditation of Repentance, 
with Prayers. 


Univerſal Chriſtian Charity, as compre- 
hending all true Religion and Happineſs, de- 


Aſſize-Sermon. 


A ſeaſonable Addreſs both to Clergy and 
Laity : In a Viſitation- Sermon. 
The Chriſtian Indeed; and Faithful Pa- 
ſtor, Oc 4 ; | 


monſtrated from Scriptute and Reaſon : In an 
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